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FOLLOW THE LEADER! 



I. 

r\N the 8th of February 1881, a north- 
^^^ west gale was blowing strongly, and 
the fierceness of the hurricane brought im- 
minent peril to ships near the northern 
coast of our island. Outside the bar of 
the Mersey no less than twelve ships of 
various sizes were making signals for a 
pilot. But the storm had already sum- 
moned many, away, and only one was at 
liberty. This brave man, in his swift little 
schooner, determined to do his best. If 
possible, he would save every one of the 
ships, and bring them safely into port. 
So he signalled to them, " FOLLOW THE 
Leader," and then led the way over the 
bar. In this way the danger was over- 
come, and the twelve ships at various dis- 
tances followed the little schooner, and so 
gained the shelter of the Liverpool Docks, 
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" Follow the Leader I " The words easily 
adapt themselves to another purpose. They 
give a motto for the Christian life, and I 
know not where we could find a better. 
Whoever you be, high or low, old or young; 
wherever your lot be cast, in the great 
city or the quiet village, in some sheltered 
nook of our southern counties, or in the 
wild scenery of a Highland home ; what- 
ever be your present condition, in health 
or in sickness, on the mount of prosperity 
or in the vale of adversity, here is my 
message to you — " Follow the Leader ! " 
For in that scene of February last, may 
we not discern a picture of Christ and His 
Church ? Is not He the one only Leader, 
Pilot, and Guide of souls tossed up and 
down on the waves of this troublesome 
world ? And all down the ages and cen- 
turies that are past, at various distances 
from Him in point of time, do we not see 
those who belong to Him, following in 
His wake ? Sometimes, it may be, the 
billow and the storm hide Him from their 
view ; sometimes they seem so far from 
Him, that they can scarcely discern His 
presence with them. But still they follow 
on. He is their Hope and their Refuge, 
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and only in His wise and faithful direction 
do they look to reach the promised haven. 

Yes, in days past, and to this hour, 
souls taught of God fix the eye of faith 
on Christ, and . to keep nigh to Him and 
follow Him is the one aim and desire of 
their hearts. 

" Follow the Leader ! " For consider the 
perils that beset you. St. Paul uses a 
forcible expression. He writes of "some 
who concerning faith have made shipwreck" 
(i Tim. i. 19). And surely of all things the 
most terrible is a shipwrecked soul. 

A man is returning home to enjoy, in his 
own native country, the fruit of many years' 
toil on a distant shore. With wife and 
children and all his property on board, he 
is looking out with eager anxiety for the 
land of his birth. On the way the ship is 
wrecked. All is lost : wife, children, pro- 
perty, — all are gone. He himself survives, 
but as a needy, desolate, impoverished, 
heart-broken man. This is terrible, but 
what beside the wreck of the soul } 
Life, its great opportunities, its glorious 
privileges : salvation, its hopes, its joys, its 
exceeding great and precious promises: 
heaven, its rest, its changeless bliss: 
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Christ, the Sun of the bright world above : 
himself, body and soul, a castaway ! All 
is lost, and for ever ! Nor is this the whole. 
If we believe the teaching of the Word, 
the future has a still darker outlook. The 
sinner ceases not to exist. No thought of 
annihilation gleams across the destiny of 
the lost. The foaming wave on a dark sea 
of woe, a wandering star to whom is re- 
served the blackness of darkness for ever, 
a fearful immortality lighted up by the 
remorse of sin which cannot be undone, 
and the remembrance of marvellous loving- 
kindness despised, rejected, and now for 
ever out of reach — who shall describe, who 
shall comprehend it ? 

** From thy wrath and everlasting dam- 
nation, good Lord, deliver us ! " 

But how is this ? Why should men thus 
perish in their sin ? Why should the worst 
or the weakest thus fall a prey to the 
power of evil } 

It is not of God. His nature is Love 
His property is ever to have mercy and to 
forgive. His oath of compassion we may 
not question. " As I live, saith the Lord, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked ; 
but that the wicked turn from his way and 
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live : turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; 
for why will ye die, O house of Israel ? " 

His gift of a Saviour is the sure pledge 
of His willingness to save. His promise 
of the Spirit removes the last barrier out of 
the path of the penitent. 

Why, then, these shipwrecked souls ? 
Why, then, does mercy plead in vain ? 
There are ships that weigh anchor without 
being thoroughly seaworthy. The name 
on the bow may promise well. It may be 
called " The Queen of the Ocean," or the 
like, but yet it may be far from safe. 
There may be a rotten plank somewhere. 
Through long service the timbers may be 
unsound. Her owners have insured her fully 
and hope she may make another voyage ; 
but when severe weather comes, she cannot 
live through it, and founders in the storm. 

And there are souls, too, that perish 
for a like reason. Their hearts are not 
sound in God*s statutes. There is a great 
name, a great profession, but no reality in 
their religion. Look at Balaam, the fair- 
spoken prophet of Moab ; look at King 
Saul ; look at Judas, who betrayed his 
Master ; look at Hymenaeus and Alexander, 
to whom Paul refers as having put away 
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faith and a good conscience. Are not these 
beacon-lights to warn men of their peril ? 

How is it with yourself? Are you genu- 
ine, sincere in your life, walking in all good 
conscience before God ? Are you true in 
your religious profession ? Has there been 
deep conviction of sin and a real turning of 
heart to the Lord ? What is your daily life ? 
Do you trifle with rebukes of conscience ? 
Do you make light of little sins, as you call 
them ? Or is there a singleness of eye, a 
hatred of all evil, an honest purpose to please 
God in all you think and say and do ? 

But there are other perils. It may be 
the bar of sand, as in the case of the 
twelve ships I referred to ; it may be a reef 
of rocks, seen or unseen ; it may be dense 
fogs or thick mists that arise; it may be 
the tempestuous wind or the mighty wave^ 
which no human power can control or resist. 

To all these we may find a parallel in 
the dangers which beset the souls of men. 
For example, is there not something 
closely akin to the bar of sand, or to the 
quicksand which engulfs the ship } What 
about this busy world of ours, with its 
gold and silver, with its whirl of pressing 
duties, with its music and dancing, its 
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witchery and enchantments for the youn^, 
with its weights and burdens, its oppressive 
cares, its sorrows and disappointments for 
those in later years ? 

On this quicksand Solomon suffered 
grievous loss. It was here that the young 
ruler was ensnared : " he went away sor- 
rowful, for he had great possessions." It 
was here that Demas was wrecked : he 
forsook Christ and His Apostle, ** having 
loved the present world." 

Let the Christian be on his guard. Do 
not look at the world in a vague, distant 
sort of way. But look at your own little 
world of interests, associations, pleasures, 
family connections, petty anxieties, and 
daily worries, and ask yourself how far grace 
is enabling you to triumph over them. 

Perhaps years ago you cast in your lot 
with God's people. Your heart was really 
stirred, and you truly desired to love and 
follow Christ. But how is it now with 
you ? The name of Christ is still on your 
lip, — but is it first and foremost in your 
heart } Has anything come in between 
you and Him } Has any fresh interest, 
any new object of affection, come in and 
eclipsed the light and joy which once 
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beamed upon you from His presence ? 
Has the world in any form stolen your 
heart from Him ? Has any idol taken 
His place on the throne ? 

Or take again those dangerous rocks, of 
which the sailor is so afraid. How much 
like these is there along the course of life ! 
What a terrible rock is the desecration of 
God's holy day ! A well-spent Sunday 
strengthens every holy purpose and reso- 
lution, and fortifies the soul against the 
temptations of the coming week ; but 
broken Sabbaths open the door to evil 
associations, quench every spark of desire 
for a better life, and give birth to an un- 
told amount of misery and sin. 

What a rock of peril and death are the 
drinking habits of our land ! 

Or I might name the profligacy that 
walks our streets, the infidelity and con- 
tempt for religion which prevails, the utter 
lawlessness which threatens the peace of 
society, the ungodliness of parents, and the 
reckless insubordination of children. What 
are all these but so many bold, rugged 
rocks, upon which men on every side im- 
peril their salvation } 

Still more perilous, if possible, are those 
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sunken rocks^ those secret, hidden sins, 
which lurk within the heart. There may 
be no glaring breach of the letter of God's 
law, and yet the inner man may be full of 
rebellion against the sway of God's holy 
law. What is there cherished within of 
pride, self-satisfaction, a self-wisdom that 
scorns the truths of revelation, a rejection 
of proffered mercy, a dislike of spiritual 
religion, a lukewarmness which is as deadly 
as any open* vice ? 

And are there not likewise the fogs and 
mists, the ignorance, the cloudiness, that 
darkens many a mind ? 

Too many " a blind guide " is there who 
hides the truth instead of proclaiming it ! 
Too many are there who hide the freeness, 
the fulness, the all-sufficiency of Christ's 
work, and fix the eye of the hearers on 
something else instead of pointing to Him 
alone. 

Too many are there also who cut away 
the great foundations of all hope and con- 
solation — the divine authority of Holy 
Writ, the work of Christ as our Substitute 
and Sacrifice, the work of the Holy Ghost 
as enlightening, quickening, and renewing 
the soul — and give but a bare skeleton of 
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Christianity, robbed of all its peace, and 
power, and vitality ! 

Oh that God would raise up many pastors 
after His own heart, men that would preach 
as Paul preached, and set forth the truth as 
prophets, apostles, and evangelists reveal 
it ! Let them proclaim that sin in every 
shape is deadly to the soul; that heart- faith 
in the blood of Jesus is* the one means of 
justification; that the Holy Ghost alone 
can sanctify man, and form him in God's 
image; that holy walking and a life of good 
works are essential as the fruit and evi- 
dence of a living faith; and that sacra- 
ments and all means of grace are precious 
helps when used aright, and none to be 
despised or neglected. 

But even when truth is clearly taught, 
not a few hearers wander far astray. 
From inattention, from prejudice, from 
want of personal study of the Word, all is 
confused and indistinct. The law is con- 
founded with the gospel, and the plainest 
terms — repentance, faith, regeneration, and 
the like — are utterly misunderstood. 

How is it with yourself? Do you read, 
search, consider, pray } Do you compare 
spiritual things with spiritual t Do you 
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bring everything to the test of the written 
Word ? Do you frequently entreat of God 
to send forth His light and truth? Do 
you clearly understand the way of salva- 
tion, so that you are able to give a reason 
of the hope that is in you ? 

Once more. There comes at times the 
strong current, the stormy wind, the 
mighty wave, which no natural strength 
can possibly withstand. I mean there are 
hours of temptation, and seasons of heart-, 
rending agony, which we can only meet 
in the strength of a Divine arm. At such 
times men are in danger of casting away 
all fear of God, or of yielding to a dark 
despair, destructive of all faith and hope. 
Have you ever known such a time } Per- 
haps not, but it may yet be in store for 
you, and it is well if you have learnt 
beforehand the secret of victory. 

In face of all these numberless perils, 
we need help, and succour, and continual 
guidance. Hence the importance of our 
motto. " Follow the Leader," and all 
will be well. You shall have a safe and 
prosperous voyage. Nothing shall harm 
you. You shall escape hidden dangers, 
and those which are more manifest. Your 
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ship shall weather the storm, and be kept 
clear of quicksand and rock. Light shall 
shine through mist and fog, and you shall 
see the pathway right before you. A Divine 
Guardian shall ever attend you, and His 
voice shall quell the tempest and calm 
the troubled wave. Only FOLLOW THE 
Leader — even Christ — and your barque 
can never sink. Past, present, and future 
are all in His hand, and He who hath kept 
you hitherto will keep you even to the end. 

Follow the Leader ! But let there 
be no mistake. How must you begin, if 
you have not hitherto t What is the first 
step on such a course ? Surely it is ac- 
cepting Him as your Guide, and placing 
yourself under His direction. The ships 
in the Mersey had confidence in the pilot, 
and obeyed his signal, and then followed 
him along the course by which he guided 
them. So must you deal with Christ. 
You must trust in Him, and obey the 
signal-call of His Word. See the signal, 
plain and clear ! 

" Him that cometh unto me, I will in 
no wise cast out," 

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life." 
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" Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest/' 

" If any man thirst, let him come to me 
and drink." 

" I am the door ; by me if any man enter 
in he shall be saved, and shall go in and 
out and find pasture." 

"If any man serve me, let him follow 
me ; and where I am, there shall also my 
servant be : if any man serve me, him will 
my Father honour." 

If you would be Christ's, heartily accept 
and obey these signal-lights. As a sinner, 
with guilt and evil as your only heritage, 
take Him as your only Saviour. Believe 
that He will welcome and save you to the 
uttermost At His footstool lay down 
every burden, and thankfully accept the 
rest which He gives. Look to Him for 
all you need. Trust Him for the pardon 
He has purchased for you through His 
atoning sacrifice. Trust Him for the liv- 
ing water of His Spirit, which He will 
pour down abundantly upon you. And 
whilst you do this, yield yourself willingly 
to His service: Take His easy yoke and 
light burden upon you, and make it your 

joy and delight to do His will. Keep 

B 
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back nothing from Him who gave up His 
all for you. 

Thus you obey His call and accept 
Him as your Leader. You are on the 
right tack. Only continue as you begin. 

Follow the Leader ! 

" Follow the Leader ! " Here is the only 
path of true moral excelleiice. When men 
leave the guiding light of God's truth, it is 
marvellous what strange views they put 
forth as to virtue and goodness and the like. 
They imagine somewhat that seems to the 
natural man beautiful and worthy of admira- 
tion, and then endorse this with the name 
of virtue. Lately I was reading a paper on 
this subject, and the conclusion arrived at 
was that " the capable man " was the good 
man. That is, that the man who had 
power to do something great — the man 
who had strength of will and purpose to 
accomplish something important in what- 
ever direction, was the man we should 
admire. But very different from this is 
the ideal set before us in Holy Scripture. 
The foundation of all excellence is the 
fear and love of God manifested in a 
humble, devout, just, and unselfish life. 
All this is set before us in the pattern 



Cowisels on the Christian Life, 19 

which Christ has left us. To study His 
holy, self-sacrificing life and death, to 
mark His meekness and gentleness, His 
zeal and courage, His patient endurance 
of evil, His hatred of sin. His constant 
benevolence. His tender care for those 
in trouble, and to endeavour through His 
grace to live and act even as He lived — 
this will form a character far, far nobler 
than can ever be gained independent of 
His teaching and example. 

" Follow the Leader," and follow Him 
implicitly. You must not deviate the very 
least from the path He has marked out. 
We can easily picture to ourselves how 
carefully and closely the twelve ships would 
follow in the wake of their pilot and 
guide. Full well they knew that if they 
acted otherwise they would imperil the 
safety of the ship and of their own lives. 
No less carefully should the Christian fol- 
low Christ. Who can tell the danger of 
a day*s neglect of prayer, of one hours 
worldliness, of a moment's ill temper or 
passion, of a single act of fraud or selfish- 
ness, of a single word of guile or bitterness, 
of a single thought defiled by impurity? 
Your only safety is to " follow the Leader" 
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always and in everything. " Follow the 
Lamb whithersoever He goeth." 

Follow Him to the Holy Mount, and, 
in your season of prayer, His Spirit will 
transform the soul with heavenly light. 

Follow Him to the temple courts, to 
the humble synagogue, to the " house of 
prayer," where you will be refreshed and 
strengthened for the battle of life. 

Follow Him to the house of mourningr 
and sorrow, and wipe away the falling tear, 
and cheer the heart of the widow, the father- 
less, and the friendless. 

Follow Him to the streets and lanes of 
the city, and, like Him, search out the 
wanderer and bring him back to God. 

Follow Him to Mount Calvary. Be will- 
ing to take up your cross, to suffer, to deny 
yourself for His sake, to share reproach and 
ridicule, if by any means you may honour 
Him and advance His kingdom in the world. 

"Follow the Leader" thus, in this pre- 
sent life, and you shall follow Him to Mount 
Zion and share His kingdom and glory. 

" Follow the Leader," and yoti shall be 

in turn a leader to others. As the ship 

which first followed the schooner would 

naturally be a leader to \.\vos^ >n\\o ^oVVo^ed 
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at a greater distance, so the Christian who 
closely follows Christ may be a guide to 
many others, and help them in the right 
course. Paul could say, " Be ye followers 
of me, as I also am of Christ." And every 
one who is faithful and true in Christ's 
service may likewise be a blessing in the 
same way. 

Follow Christ, day by day, in small 
things and great, in your home and in 
the world, and through you hundreds may, 
sooner or later, be encouraged in the 
heavenly way. 

O Jesus, Thou hast promised 

To all who follow Thee, 
That where Thou art in glory. 

There shall Thy servant be ; 
And, Jesus, I have promised 

To serve Thee to the end : 
Oh give me grace to follow 

My Master and my Friend. 

Oh let me see Thy footmarks 

And in them plant my own, 
My hope to follow duly 

Is in Thy strength alone. 
Oh guide me, call me, draw me, 

Uphold me to the end, 
And then in heaven receive me, 

My Saviour and my Friend. 



i 
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THE SIPO MATADOR; OR, THE PLANT 

OF BRAZIL. 

IVTATURE ever has a voice for those 
who will hearken to her teaching. 
"The heavens declare the glory of God : and 
the firmament showeth His handiwork." 

The glorious sun, enlightening all with 
his cheering beams, reminds us of the 
Dayspring from on high, who came "to 
give light to them that sat in darkness 
and the shadow of death." 

The bright moon, reflecting as it does 
the light of the sun, reminds of the true 
Church of Christ. 

The moon above, the Church below, — 

A wondrous race they run : 
But all their radiance, all their glow. 

Each borrows of its Sun. 

The countless stars shinins: overhead 

remind us of the eternal glory of the 

children of God. The "b\tds o^ 1\\^ air 
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teach us their lesson of daily dependence 
upon the care of the great Provider. 
Luther, we are told, was once in much 
distress about provision for those whom 
he bad gathered under his roof, but was 
comforted as he hearkened to the not^ 
of a little songster. It seemed to him in 
its note ever to be repeating, again and 
again — 

." Mortals, cease from care and sorrow 5 
God provideth for the morrow." 

The lily of the field has taught us,- 
through the lips of Christ, that our Father 
forgets not to clothe His children. 

The vine and its branches have taught 
us much of the mystery of grace. It 
shows to us the necessity of ever abiding 
in Christ by faith and prayer ; and assures 
us that all grace and strength flow from 
Him, the Living Stem, into the hearts of 
His believing people. 

Let us learn from the book of nature 
another lesson, very different from any of 
these. Our teacher shall be a remarkable 
plant, that grows very abundantly in the 
forests of Brazil. It bears the name of 
the Sipo Matador, and has beea iVvxi.'s* 
described : — 
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" Its stem is at first so exceeding slender, 
that it has no natural support in itself. It 
twines and creeps along the ground until 
it reaches some lofty vigorous tree, — then 
its mode of growth is most peculiar. It 
lays hold of it with a clinging grasp, and 
spreads itself, like a flattened bark-like 
stem, over one side of the trunk, cleaving 
to it with the greatest tenacity : from both 
the edges of this bark it sends out very 
delicate arm -like tendrils, exactly opposite 
to each other. They grow on till they 
meet, encircling the tree, round which they 
become a solid ligature, never to be re- 
moved. These arms are sent forth at 
regular intervals as the Murderer mounts 
upwards, until the trunk of its supporter 
is clasped by numberless inflexible rings. 
These rings grow larger, and clasp tighter 
as the parasite ascends. Up, up it climbs, 
one hundred feet, — one hundred and fifty, 
- — one hundred and eighty ; at last it 
mounts to the very top, — and then, as 
in triumph, forms a vast flowering head 
above all the surrounding forest, opens 
its blossoms to the sun, ripens its seeds, 
and scatters them over the soil below. 
The supporter, by this ti«\e, \s ^iVt^xv^le.d 
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and dead ; and the strange spectacle re- 
mains of the strangler clasping in its 
arms the lifeless and decaying body of 
its victim, in which wood-boring beetles 
have already commenced their operations. 
It soon crumbles in rapid decay; and 
the parasite which destroyed it, having 
flowered, fruited, and continued its kind, falls 
to the ground, a shapeless mass, involved 
in one common ruin with its supporter." 

What is the lesson this plant may teach 
us ? Is it not this, — The mysterious power 
of siny and the danger to which its victim 
is exposed? Only carefully ponder the 
description of the plant which is given, 
and then trace the striking analogy. 

The very name suggests it. It is the 
''Sipo Matador;' or, the ''Murderer:' The 
child frequently bears the name of the 
parent. The author of evil is spoken of by 
Christ as " a murderer from the beginning." 
Such also is sin, — a destroyer, — a murderer. 

O sin, sin ! what hast thou done } How 
many, through thee, have had to pass 
through the gloomy chamber of the grave 1 
What multitudes, in all ages, through thee, 
have forfeited the peace and salvatiow oi -^ 
soul ! 
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I. Mark the stealthy character of sins 
approach. 

Creeping, twining low upon the ground, 
comes the Matador as it approaches its 
victim. Stealthily, secretly, unobserved, 
comes too often the sin which ruins the soul. 

Behold in Paradise the parents of the 
human family. Holiness, peace, the love 
of God, dwell within them, but sin ap^ 
proaches : " By one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin." 

Eve loiters near the forbidden tree. The 
Tempter suggests the pleasure and the 
advantage to be derived from tasting it. 
The eye gazes, — the ear hearkens, — the 
foot tarries,— the heart desires, — the hand 
takes, — man falls! and the dark plague- 
spot of iniquity has fastened upon our earth, 
from which it has never since been free. 

A godly king, a man very dear to God, 
IS walking in the eventide upon the roof 
of his palace. The eye wanders, — sinful 
passions arise. Thence comes a dark 
cloud of evil ; murder and adultery follow 
close, one uponi the other: occasion is 
given to the enemies of the Lord to blas- 
pheme. Two full years pass, and that 
sin lies yet upon the conscience, un- 
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confessed and unforgiven. The face of 
the Lord is turned away from His servant. 
The remainder of life is darkened by the 
family sorrows that arise, as the bitter 
consequences of that single glance. 

Oh ! how secretly — with how much of 
the subtlety of the serpent does sin come 
near ! How carefully does it conceal from 
us its true character ! Fain would deceitful 
lusts persuade us that the thing which God 
hath forbidden is yet comparatively harm- 
less ! Fain would the great enemy cover 
with a fair name many a foul act of 
iniquity! Fain would a deceitful heart 
hide from us the deadly issue of the sin we 
love ! Would you be safe from the guile 
and the craft of the adversary ? Then 
watch and pray evermore. Be ever watch^ 
ful over yourself. Watch diligently every 
avenue of sin's approach. The eye, the 
ear, the tongue, the hand, the foot, — abovQ 
all, the heart, — require a constant guard. 
Then abide near the mercy-seat. Put 
your soul continually into the hand of 
Christ, and you will be safe. It was the 
saying of a godly woman, " A hundred 
times a day I pray myself out of my own 
keeping into the keeping of Christ." Fol- 
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low her example : " pray without ceasing." 
" Keep me as the apple of the eye : hide 
me under the shadow of Thy wings/'* 

Oh keep me in Thy heavenly way, 

And bid the Tempter flee ; 
And let me never, never stray 

From happiness and Thee. 

II. The strongs mighty grasp with which 
sin cleaves to the soul. 

The stem of the Matador Is firmly united 
to the trunk of its victim, so that it becomes 
as one tree. The numberless rings also put 
forth by the plant tightly grasp it. So is 
it with sin. It cleaves with mighty power 
to the soul of man. It becomes one with 
him. It is bound up in his very being. 
It leavens his whole nature. Not a 
single power in man is exempt from its 
fearful tyranny. The understanding is 
darkened. The conscience becomes but a 
doubtful guide : too often does it resemble 
the frozen thermometer, — refusing to per- 
form its proper function, — giving no true 
indication of the state of the soul. The 
imagination, so noble a power when, 
guided by the Scripture, it enables a man 
to realise something of the future glory, 
is too often defiled and debased by the 
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attractions of the world. The will is per- 
verted, so that it chooses the evil, and 
refuses the good. The affections are 
turned away from their true pole and 
centre — a God of infinite mercy and love 
— and are fixed merely upon earthly 
objects. So completely is every power of 
the soul and spirit enslaved by the sin 
which dwelleth in us. 

So great, too, is the power of this 
tyrant, that no judgments, no warnings 
sent by God, have ever yet been sufficient 
to overcome it. 

There came a flood, and destroyed the 
old world, — yet, immediately afterwards, 
God declares that "the imagination of 
man's heart is evil from his youth." 

There came fire from heaven, and burnt 
up the Cities of the Plain, — but sin burst 
forth afresh in the only family that was 
delivered from the flames. 

The earth opened her mouth, and swal- 
lowed up those that rebelled against God, 
— yet the very day following did those who 
had witnessed it begin again to murmur. 

There was given God's Holy Law, with 
its awful sanctions, the thunders and the 
lightnings, and the voice of the trumpet, — 
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and yet, before the servant of God has come 
down froni the Mount, the nation to whom 
it was given was worshipping a golden calf. 

Prophets and righteous men came, from 
age to age, with earnest calls to repent- 
ance, — yet how few hearkened to their 
message and forsook their sins. 

Nor is evil less powerful now. Faithful 
sermons, the warnings of a godly parent, 
sickness, bereavement, convictions of sin's 
danger, resolutions to amend, — are too 
often all in vain. They turn not the 
sinner from his downward course. The 
besetting sin still reigns in the heart. 
Evil habits yet cleave fast to the man. 
Truly is it written, " Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin, or the leopard his spots } 
Then may ye also do good that are accus- 
tomed to do evil " (Jer. xiii. 23). " Whoso- 
ever committeth sin is the servant," or 
slave, " of sin " (John viii. 34). 

It matters not what the prevailing sin 
may be, some unhallowed lust, a revenge- 
ful spirit, a temper that brooks no control, 
an unruly tongue, a determined worship of 
Mammon, a resolution to get rich at all 
hazards, — ^yet how hard is it ever found to 
cast off the chain ! It is just like one of 
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those arms of the plant, which take so firm a 
hold, and at last strangle the tree. Oh, make 
not light of sin I Trifle not with it. Don't 
deceive yourself with respect to it. Don't 
imagine that whenever you will, you may 
easily escape from its grasp. Far other- 
wise will you find it, whenever honestly 
and thoroughly you set yourself to over- 
come it. Then will you discover that 
nothing less than the Almighty power of 
divine grace will avail to set you free, 

III. The power of sin increases ever more 
and more. 

The rings of the Matador grow thicker 
and thicker. They grasp the tree more 
and more tightly. The plant itself climbs 
higher and higher. It never ceases to grow 
till its deadly work is accomplished. 

A thousand proofs on every side remind 
us that it is exactly similar with the course 
of sin. It is written, " Evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse " (2 
Tim. iii. 13). Only read the descending 
scale of evil, in the first chapter of the 
Romans. Only mark how one sin leads 
to another — how one act of disobedience 
prepares the way for a just God to leave 
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men to fall into still greater depths of 
evil. 

Never let it be forgotten, whether a man 
knows it or not, that the longer he lives in 
wilful disobedience to the Law of God, the 
great Tyrant is binding him faster and 
faster in his toils. Old sins become more 
and more confirmed ; more completely en- 
slaving the whole man, choking all the better 
feelings, rising higher and higher in the soul. 
Oncq, perhaps^ sin ruled chiefly through 
the lower passions, whilst ofttimes there 
were desires after God ; but at length the 
course of sin ends in a settled, determined 
enmity to the great Creator. 

Very much was there hopeful in the 
early course of King Saul. 

Chosen of God to be captain over His 
own people, paying due honour to the 
prophet Samuel, in some measure per- 
forming an outward obedience to the 
Lord's commands, he seems to bid fair for 
the heavenly kingdom ; but a few years 
pass, and sin has gained a far stronger hold. 
At last we find him utterly forsaking God, 
and forsaken of Him. His last recorded 
act, before the battle in which he was slain, 
WSLS that of open rebeWvotv ^^^ms.t Him. 
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No longer did he seek after God, but sought 
counsel of one that had a familiar spirit. 

The progress of sin is the same now as 
it was then. 

Look at the little child of three or four 
summers. How much is there of a beauti- 
ful simplicity and innocence. With all 
the inherent evil of the heart, which from 
time to time breaks out, — yet how much 
is there still reminding us of the Saviour's 
words, " of such is the kingdom of heaven.'* 

Look at the same little child when 
grown to the age of manhood. Too often 
how fearful is the change ! All the inno- 
cence of childhood is gone; and in the 
place of it there is the profane jest, the 
coarse laugh at religion, the unrestrained 
indulgence in youthful lusts. 

Look at the hopeful young person who 
comes forward to Confirmation, or kneels 
for the first time at the Table of the Lord. 
There is conviction, but not conversion. 
There is an acknowledgment of the deep 
importance of religion, but no reliance on 
the atoning blood, no hearty dependence 
on the Spirit's aid, no true yielding up the 
heart to God. Years roll on. The vroxVd 
regaij3s its hold. Religious leeVvtv^ ^x^^"v\- 
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ally disappears. It passes away like a 
morning cloud. And now, in a worldly 
middle life, and in the hardened insensi- 
bility of old age, is the grave of all the 
fair promise of youthful piety. 

Be sure this progress of sin is often 
taking place when its outward growth 
may seem to have been checked. The 
principle of evil may be strengthening, 
whilst the manifestation of it may be less 
evident. The man of forty or fifty may 
have cast off the wild habits of his early life. 
He may imagine that he is a much better 
Christian than once he was, whilst, it may 
be, one sin has only been exchanged for 
another. Love of the world may be more 
rooted in the heart. Self-righteousness may 
take the place of self-indulgence. Pride 
may be increasing. Spiritual religion, a 
life of close fellowship with God, which is 
the very essence of all true religion, may be 
more than ever distasteful to him. 

Oh! what reason is here for immediate 
conversion to God ! Let there be no 
delay. At once seek help from above, 
that you may turn from sin. The evil 
which to-day may be as the silken thread, 
may hereafter be as the sUotv^ c-a.\i\^, or 
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the iron chain, which shall hold you fast 
for ever. Augustine, when awakened to 
see his danger as a sinner, was considering 
with his own heart as to the time when he 
should forsake his sin. A voice within 
seemed to say, "Why not to-day.^ Why 
not to-day.^" Again the sinful pleasures 
of the world seemed to present themselves 
before h*m, as claiming some further in- 
dulgence. He opened the Word of God. 
His eyes rested on the call to repentance 
given by St. Paul, in the thirteenth chapter 
of Romans : ** Let us cast off the works of 
darkness, and put on the armour of light." 
The call was obeyed. At once, that very 
day, he forsook, and for ever, his former 
sins. 

IV. The self-propagating power of sin. 

The Matador plant, from its lofty head 
scattering its seed, far and wide, becomes 
the parent, in future years, of many more 
such-like plants. So is it with each suc- 
cessor, till perhaps the whole forest is laid 
low. It is a type of sin. Grace and sin 
both spread wherever they are found. A 
little leaven leaveneth the wVvoVe \>\\tv^. 
The Christian cannot be satis^ed ^VOcw 
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going alone to the better land. By words 
in season, by prayer, and by a holy life, he 
wins others for Christ. Sin also propa- 
gates itself. Solomon reminds us that "one 
sinner destroyeth much good." Isaiah 
speaks of the sinners of his day as " chil- 
dren that are corriipters!' Often the com- 
plexion of a whole family is taken from 
the head of it. The sins of parenJs are re- 
peated generation after generation in the 
lines of their descendants. 

The sin of Abraham, in deceitfully hiding 
his relationship to Sarah, was reflected in 
the life of Isaac some forty years after- 
wards. 

Jacob deceives his aged father, and is 
punished in his old age by his children in 
like manner deceiving him. 

Again and again it is said of the kings 
of Israel, that they followed in the steps of 
Jeroboam, " who made Israel to sin." The 
prophet Micah speaks of " the statutes of 
Omri being kept, and all the works of 
the house of Ahab" (Micah vi. 16). More 
than one hundred and fifty years had 
passed since both these wicked kings had 
been in their graves. Eleven kings had 
since that time reigned ovex \'5»x^€^^ >j^\. 
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still the works of the one and the laws of 
the other were remembered and observed. 

O sinner, reflect but for a moment on 
the effects of thy sin on others ! You may 
have gone to your account, and in the 
lives and deaths of your children may 
be witnessed the sad results of your 
iniquity. Those who have lived near you 
— your neighbours and your associates — 
may have learnt evil from you, and your 
sin may prove their ruin. 

Centuries may have passed, and your 
sin may yet be doing its deadly work, 
bringing forth in many souls the bitter 
fruits of sorrow here and eternal woe here- 
after: "Woe unto the world, because of 
offences ! for it must needs be that offences 
come ; but woe to that man by whom the 
offence cometh ! " (Matt, xviii. 7). 

V. The final ruin that overtakes both the 
sinner and his sin. 

Gradually the tree upon which the 
Matador has fastened withers and dies. 
Every leaf fades. Its life is gone. Then 
the insects which prey upon the tree carry 
on for awhile their work. At length a 
terrible crash is heard. The "Nluxd^t^x ^xA 
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his victim fall together, involving in a com- 
mon destruction many of the trees around. 
Even so the soul of man withers ; all 
better feelings fade away, all possibility of 
the soul being restored by grace passes by. 
Then comes the final catastrophe. There 
comes a fall from which there is no arising : 
** Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death." The sinner and his sin both meet 
their due reward in the terrible wrath of 
a holy God. It is a final ruin, and it is an 
abiding one, — an ever-living death. As the 
insects within the tree still continue their 
work after it has fallen, so after death is there 
still " the worm that dieth not," the aching 
of a heart that shall never have peace, the 
gnawing of a conscience that never can 
rest, the agony of an immortal spirit for 
ever separated from the only source of joy. 
Such is the close of a life of sin; such, unless 
grace intervene, the sure end of the sinner s 
path. One who might have flourished like 
a palm-tree in the courts of the Lord on 
earth, and then have been transplanted by 
God's own hand to bloom for ever in the 
Paradise above, becomes, through sin, a 
ruin and a wreck. He becomes a monu- 
xnent of the enduring wrath of God. He 
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becomes as fuel for " the fire that never 
shall be quenched." 

Let us inquire, — Where is our hope ? 
Who shall deliver us from this cruel 
tyrant ? Who shall free us from the 
dominion of sin ? 

Reader, there is a strong Redeemer, a 
mighty Deliverer, — a Saviour who can 
meet our case. It is One who is stronger 
than sin ; One who for our sake has fought 
and conquered the great enemy. His 
name is Jesus. His arm is powerful; His 
grace all-sufficient ; in His love He is 
ready to stoop down to the fallen and the 
lost ; He can set free the captive ; He can 
unloose the strongest fetters : " The Lord 
looseth the prisoners." It is His appointed 
office ** to proclaim liberty to the captive, 
and the opening of the prison to them that 
are bound.'* Many a chain of darkness 
has He broken ; many an one, " tied and 
bound by the chain of his sin," has the 
pitifulness of His great mercy loosed. 

As we could imagine a hand removing 
the stem and the rings of the Matador^ 
and setting free the tree upon which it 
was climbing, so does Jesus with th.^ sovxV^ 
whom He saves. 
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He bursts the chain of ignorance. When 
all is dark within ; when there is no light 
to discover sin, no eye to behold the only- 
Redeemer, then Jesus comes. He opens 
the blind eyes ; He removes the scales of 
prejudice and self-satisfaction. Then does 
the sinner awake. He sees himself as 
the chief of sinners ; he sees Christ as 
the Saviour he needs. Oh 1 that every 
darkened mind might receive light from 
Him 1 Oh ! that every soul yet blinded 
by sin would cry, "Lord, that I might 
receive my sight." 

He bursts the chain of guilt which en-- 
slaves the conscience. Oh ! what bondage 
is it to feel the conscience laden with guilt, 
ceaselessly accusing the sinner of the evil 
of bygone years. A conscience ill at ease 
drives a man further and further from God. 
It shuts out the possibility of any holy, 
happy fellowship with Him, or of any 
cheerful, acceptable service. But Jesus 
comes. He bursts this chain also. He 
speaks to the heart : " Be of good cheer ; 
thy sins be forgiven thee." His atoning 
sacrifice purges the conscience; His pre- 
cious blood speaks to us of perfect forgive- 
ness. Then the c\\am \s btoV^w. Qm 
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drop of blood has touched the ring around 
the tree^ and at once it looses its hold. Then 
is there a blessed rest : " As far as the east 
is from the west, so far hath He set our 
transgressions from us." 

He bursts the chain of every evil habit ; 
of every besetting sin. True it is, each 
of these is as a mighty fetter which 
the hand of man cannot unbind. But 
what man cannot do, Jesus can. ** Is 
anything too hard for the Lord ? " Be 
assured that the Saviour can deliver you 
from sin in every shape. He can by His 
Spirit overcome the sin which for years 
has been your chief snare. He can purify 
the heart from every unholy thing. He 
can raise the soul long debased by cleaving 
to the world> so that such an one may 
long for God's grace as the hart panting 
after the water-brooks. Samson, when 
endued with strength from above, could 
with ease cast off every fetter with which 
his enemies could bind him ; so the soul 
leaning on the strength of Jesus can obtain 
more and more a blessed freedom from 
every bond of sin. Be assured also that 
the Saviour can deliver you from the most 
subtle form oi evil. He can utvWvw^ "Owa^^ 
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delicate tendrils that may seem to the 
unthinking so harmless and yet prove at 
length so deadly. He can deliver you 
from that mistaken view of God's charac- 
ter which keeps you from joyful access to 
the mercy-seat. He can deliver you from 
that pride of intellect which hinders you 
from receiving the kingdom of God as a 
little child ; from that undiscovered reli- 
ance upon self which prevents your entire 
dependence on the Saviour ; from that 
secret worship of some child of man which 
hides from you the loving smile of your 
Father in heaven ; from that slightness 
in sacred duties, and that unspiritual tone 
of mind which bar any advance in divine 
life. From all these hidden evils Jesus can 
save. He has access to every inner chamber 
of the heart. He can reveal and uproot 
there all that is injurious. He can implant 
there all that is pleasing in His sight. 

He bursts the chain of all those evils 
which shi has introduced. Numberless are 
the sorrows and distresses which come to 
us in the train of sin. Pain, and suffering, 
and weakness oppress the body; cares, 
and anxieties, and disappointments weigh 
upon the spirit ; temptations, doubts^ and 
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fears harass the soul ; death rifles our 
homes of their dearest treasures. One 
by one must we also be subject to the 
dominion of the King of Terrors. In 
the bonds of the grave must we be held 
till the Bridegroom comes. Then shall 
He again display His mighty arm. The 
last bond shall be broken. The ills of 
this present life shall have passed away. 
Death and the grave shall loose their 
captives. The glorious Word of hope 
and promise shall be fulfilled. " O death, 
where is thy sting .^ O grave, where is 
thy victory .? . . . Thanks be to God which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (i Cor. xv. 55, ^^). 

Reader, let this thought abide with you. 

SIN IS A STRONG AND CRUEL TYRANT ; 
BUT JESUS CHRIST IS A MIGHTY AND 

MERCIFUL DELIVERER. Prove for your- 
self His power and His grace. Let nothing 
keep you from His footstool. Tarry not, 
est the day of salvation should be over. 
Plead with Him His own gracious promise 
— " Him that cometh to Me I will in nowise 
cast out." Confess to Him all your unwor- 
thiness, all the evil that clings to you, and 
confidently rt\y upon His grac\o\3i^\xsJv.^% 
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Let this be your daily prayer : ** O 
mighty and merciful Saviour, for ever set 
me free from the power and the guilt of 
sin, and bind me fast, hand and foot, with 
the fetters and cords of Thine everlasting 
love." 

Ah ! wherefore do I ever doubt ? 
Thou wilt in nowise cast me out : 
A helpless soul, that comes to Thee 
With only sin and misery. 
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III. 

THE FOUR ''ALLS." 

** If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanseth us from ALL sin." — i JOHN i. 7. 

** My God shall supply all your need according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus."— Phil. iv. 19. 

" Casting all your care upon Him ; for He careth for 
you." — I Pet. v. 7. 

"We know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according 
to His purpose." — RoM. viii. 28. 

T HAVE found great help and consola- 
tion in dwelling upon these blessed 
words of promise and encouragement. As 
the river in the garden parted into four 
streams, watering in every direction the 
plains of Eden ; so these four promises, 
springing from the same Fountain of eternal 
love, seem to spread j'oy and fertility through 
all parts of the Church of Christ. Or we 
might compare them to so many trees of 
life, standing in the street of our Zion, 
bearing fruit each month, and their leaM^^ 
for the healing of the nations. Ot \a^ mx^^. 
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make another comparison: we might regard 
them as four mighty bulwarks, or towers 
of defence, commanding every approach to 
the city of " Mansoul/' sweeping the whole 
plain of the Christians' foes and fears. 

Unbelief is ever ready to creep in at 
every possible inlet, working great injury 
to our spiritual life. Distressing doubts 
are ever ready to arise, weakening, un- 
settling, unhinging the soul. They hinder 
our work, and disturb our patience in the 
day of trial : they sap the foundations of 
our peace, and dim the light and joy that 
ought to reign within. But if we will use 
aright these four "alls," we may scatter 
these hinderers of our peace : we may run 
to them for safety and protection; and, 
doing so, we shall be at rest. We shall 
have an answer ready for the questionings 
of an unbelieving heart, and need not fear 
the fiery darts of the adversary. 

Blessed for ever shall we be, if through 
the power of the Holy Ghost we are thus 
in safeguard ; for, thus trusting in His sure 
word of promise, the Almighty God Him- 
self is our Rock and our Defence. 

We must bear in the mind that only 
those in Christ have a n^'t Vo \}cv^ ^^v 
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session and use of these invaluable pro- 
mises : " All the promises of God in Him 
are, Yea ; and in Him, Amen, to the glory 
of God." It is in Him they stand firm, 
and only to those who are in Him by a 
living faith do they belong. Many blessed 
invitations are for sinners^ but the promises 
only for believers ; yet, dear reader, you 
need not be shut out from their enjoy- 
ment. If never before, why not now accept 
the free invitation which the Saviour gives 
you ? If at this moment Christ stood by 
thy side stretching out to thee the hand 
once pierced for thee on the cross, offering 
to thee His friendship. His love. His full 
salvation, what would you do? Would 
you thrust away that outstretched hand ? 
Would you scorn His offer and reject His 
mercy ? Oh, surely not ! You could not 
do this. But remember, that this just 
pictures that which Christ is doing. 
By these pages Christ is pleading with 
you, and beseeching you to accept the 
grace and blessing He has purchased for 
you. I pray you, do not refuse I Before 
reading another page, lift up your heart to 
Him. Say to Him, *' Lord, I own my s»vcv^ 
and I c2Lst myself upon Thee. ltvT\\^^ ot^>j 
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is my hope and my salvation. Be Thou 
my Friend, my Refuge, and my Portion 
for ever." If thus you act, you cannot 
fail to be welcome. He will receive you 
and undertake for you : He will show forth 
His mighty power in saving and in keep- 
ing your soul. 

The history of Christ's Church is ever 
giving perpetual testimony to the faith- 
fulness of Christ in welcoming those who 
flee to Him. Let me give one example. 
On the last day of 1874, a young lady, 
twenty-four years of age, passed away to 
her rest in the Saviour's kingdom. For a 
little more than two years she had lived a 
most joyful and devoted Christian life, and 
during her last illness she bore witness of 
the hope which she possessed. After her 
death an entry was found in her note- 
book, which had been written in November 
1872, after a happy mission service: — 
" To-night I have sought my Saviour, and 
laid my sins on Him. It is no presump- 
tion: I do not hesitate to write it here. 
He said, ' Come unto Me : I am able and 
willing to save.' And I have gone, sin- 
stained and guilty as I am ; and not by 
my works, but through His finished work, 
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I feel I am saved, for I trust Him. Oh, 
I was anxious before, but I sought to helpi 
myself 1 Now I see it is Jesus, and Him 
only, who can take — who has taken upoa 
Him my sins." 

If you have been hitherto far off fronx 
God, or desiring to draw near but yet 
knowing not the way, follow the path 
which this young lady chose. As you 
are, put yourself into the Saviour's charge. 
Commit all to Him, and believe in His 
power and willingness to save you. None 
who trust in Him shall ever be con- 
founded. 

But we return again to the four precious 
promises. If you are in Christ, you may 
claim them as your own ; you may flee to 
any one of these strong towers whenever 
you have need of it. And there is no pos^ 
sible emergency in your future life, but that 
by means of one or other of them, if the 
good Spirit of God help you, you may find 
a sure refuge. 

In the first, you may find an answer to 
all the guilt or failure that troubles the 
conscience, (i John i. 7.) 

In the second, you find an abundant 
supply provided and promised for all 
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temporal and spiritual necessities. (PhiL 
iv. 19.) 

In the third, you find a calm resting-place 
for all cares and anxieties, (i Peter v. 7.) 

In the fourth, you find the blessed issue of 
allsorrow, suffering, and loss. (Rom. viii. 2%^ 

I. We learn the power of the cleansing 
blood. " If we walk in the light, as He is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin." 

The condition for cleansing here given is 
that which makes the benefit promised to 
the Christian essential to his peace and 
fellowship with God. For let a . man be 
walking in the light, let a man be con-r 
tinually mindful of the Lord's presence, 
and be assured that His searching, though 
all-loving eye, is ever upon him, what must 
be the result.^ Will he not discern more 
and more clearly his failures, his frequent 
omissions of duty, his falling short of the 
duty of supreme love to God, and of unsel- 
fish love to his fellow-man } Will he not 
discern more the depth of evil in his own 
corrupt heart } Will he not be led to own 
and confess the sin that grieves him, and 
that he knows to be so hateful to God ? 
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And so he needs and finds the rich 
abundance of forgiving grace and mercy, 
through which he can abide in happy fel- 
lowship with his Father in heaven. The 
cleansing is "through the blood." The 
expression can only be understood in the 
light of the Jewish sacrifices. The life of 
the animal was given for the life of the 
offender: the blood shed — that is, the life 
given up — was the purifying of the wor- 
shipper from outward defilement. With 
us the blood of Christ — ^that is, His sacri- 
fice upon the cross — cleanses the con- 
science, and enables the believer to go 
free from all accusations of guilt. 

The cleansing thus provided is perfect, 
present, and continuous. . 

It is perfect. "By Christ all that be- 
lieve are justified from all. things." "The 
blood cleanseth from all sin." 

Ah, believer, look back into the past; 
ransack the chambers of memory ; retrace 
the days of thy youth. You recall hours 
which you would fain erase from the his- 
tory of your life; you can see before you 
dark scenes, it may be, which, like a ter- 
rible dream, will again and again come 
back to trouble you; you think of injury 
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done to the souls of others by your influ- 
ence; 5'ou bring back the five, or ten, or 
perhaps fifteen or twenty years in which 
your example was dead against everything 
like the. religion of Christ. Nor can you 
forget ■ the duties neglected, the hurried 
prayers, the many acts of inconsistency, 
the permitted self-will and selfishness, 
since you came first to the Saviour. But 
it is all gone. It is all freely and com- 
pletely forgiven : it shall never be reckoned 
against you. It has been put to the ac- 
count of Christ, charged to Him in the. 
great ,debt of human guilt; and since you 
have brought it to Him it is no more your 
own, but His. From all the sins in tlie 
past, — sins of omission and sins of com- 
mission; sins in the secret chamber of 
your own heart, or seen and known by 
the world; sins before conversion and. 
since that time; sins against God and 
against man, from them all you are clean' 
every whit : since in honest acknowledg- 
ment of what you are and what you have 
done, you have brought them to the open" 
fountain of the Redeemer's blood. 

But this cleansing is also present and 
contiimous. The fuW m^^,tv\w<^ o^ 1\\^ T^as- 



Counsels on the Christian Life, 53 

5age IS that " the blood of Christ is cleans- 
ing us from all sin." 

A comparison has been made, that like 
a stone kept moment by moment under 
the play of a fountain, so the soul of a 
believer, constantly trusting in the Saviour, 
is continually being cleansed from anything 
that might defile it. We cannot too often 
refnind ourselves of our need for this con- 
tinuous cleansing. The oftener we recur to 
the atoning blood, the stronger, the holier, 
the happier we shall be. Any sin retained 
on the conscience creates distance and sepa- 
ration between the soul and God ; and when 
this is the case there is no security against 
any fall. Our safety is in keeping very 
near to God : and we can only do so as we 
•trust in the blood. 

Let us ever remember this. Has there 
been a cloud on the brow, — some angry 
temper^ permitted to arise ? — Fly to the 
refuge of the blood. Has unbelief for a 
season gained the upper hand, and mur- 
.muring thoughts filled the mind ? — Fly 
for cleansing to the blood. Has a spirit 
.of worldliness prevailed, so that the things 
of earth have shut out froiu yowx \\^^ 
the presence of the Saviour ? — -"Vom tv^^^ '^ 
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fresh application to the blood of sprinkling. 
Yes : ever and anon throughout the week 
and throughout the day, — in the hour of 
"secret communion with God, in the silent 
ejaculation offered by the wayside, — under 
the sense of some omission of duty which 
now you would perform, under the remem- 
brance of some sinful word or thought which 
had before been forgotten, still trust in the 
Saviour's blood; still rejoice in His love, 
because He hath washed you from your 
sins in His blood; still hope to the end for 
a place in the white-robed throng of those 
who have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

II. I take a second of these glorious 
" alls," — another of these towers of de- 
fence to which we may flee. 

" My God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus" (Phil. iv. 19). - 

We have here the " all '* of supply,-^ 
every possible want met and provided for. 
The Lord of earth and heaven has such 
boundless treasures at His command, 
that it is impossible we can expect too 
much. Not all we wish, not all that we 



Counsels on the Christian Life. 55 

may think pleasant or desirable, but all 
that the only-wise God discerns to be 
truly needful and profitable for us: that 
will He give. 

Very many are the assurances in har- 
mony with this word of the Apostle, that 
may strengthen our faith in this respect 
'* O fear the Lord, ye His saints : for there 
is no want to them that fear Him. The 
young lions do lack, and suffer hunger : but 
they that seek the Lord shall not want 
any good thing" (Psalm xxxiv. 9, lo), 
** The Lord will give grace and glory : no 
good thing will He withhold from them that 
walk uprightly" (Psalm Ixxxiv. ii). 

"He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all things?" 
{Rom. viii. 32.) 

The supply assured to the believer com- 
prises that which is needful for all that 
concerns our present life, and all that is 
essential for the support and growth of 
spiritual life in the soul. 

As to this present life, God supplies our 
need ; and yet by withholding much that is 
for our comfort, humbles and proves His 
children. He often keeps them on very 
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slender fare. He permitted Israel in the 
•wilderness to hunger and thirst, that He 
might do them good at their latter end. 

Elijah was dependent on the ravens to 
'bring him food, and afterwards on a widow 
who had but a little meal in a barrel and 
oil in a cruse. Christ Himself was hungry 
and thirsty, and had not where to lay His 
head ; and His chosen Apostle, through 
many j^ears, was often " in weariness and 
painfulness, in hunger and thirst, in cold 
and nakedness." Yes: and many of God's 
•dearest children have been reduced to the 
sorest straits; and some, like the brave 
missionary of South America, have died 
from actual want. 

What then have the people of God a 
right to expect? 

Sometimes He may bestow a rich. abun- 
dance of temporal blessings. He did so in 
the case of Job, and Abraham, and Joseph, 
and Solomon, and many others. Still more 
frequently He will give His children amply 
enough for their daily need. He blesses 
their basket and their store : He gives a 
sufficiency, so that they can IK^e a quiet 
and peaceable life, in all godliness and 
honesty. Yet sometimes \\. *\s ol\\.^twise. 
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He is training His children, and He puts 
them in the school of affliction: He sends 
them thorns and briars, sharp trials. And 
•this not seldom in the shape of want, or 
insufficient means for meeting the requires 
ments of themselves or their families. 

Ah, do not repine if this be so! There 
is a purpose beneath it: there is love, 
though there is the lack of food or money. 

** Behind a frowning Providence 
He hides a smiling face." 

A soldier in a foreign campaign does 
not murmur because he has to rough it, 
and perhaps for many a week has coarse 
and insufficient fare. Nor should you be 
surprised if this be your case. Now is 
the conflict: by-and-by the crown will 
be won, and you will be at rest in your 
Father's house. And remember that you 
have treasure in the bank. In the pro- 
mises of the covenant all things are yours ; 
therefore bear up patiently whilst this cross 
is laid upon you. " Be content with such 
things as ye have, for He hath said, ' I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee.'" 

"My God shall supply all your need." 
This goes far beyond temporal blessings. 
•It opens w'ldQ to us the treasury ol. ^vmvc^^ 
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grace: it tells nie to go in and take all 
that my soul desireth. We may imagine a 
'cabinet with fifty or a hundred drawers 
and each of these labelled with some valu- 
able article, and you are permitted to go in 
and open each drawer and take out what 
you will. It is so in God's house. Christ 
is the Treasury of all spiritual gifts and 
.graces. In Him are found wisdom, righte- 
ousness, sanctification, peace, power, pre- 
serving grace, restoring grace, consolation 
in sorrow, and effectual help and support 
in every season of adversity; and by faith 
and prayer we are to go continually, and 
ask and receive abundantly, according to 
our need. 

Do not limit God's free and rich supply 
of grace in Christ by the thought of your 
own demerits. It is not on account of any 
works or worthiness of yours, but for the 
sake of Christ's work and Christ's worthi- 
ness that God is ever willing to bestow on 
you all needful grace. 

An old writer has a few tellinof words 

on this point: "After a curious kind of 

frame in sleep, I waked myself up with 

.exclaiming, 'Lord, why is it that Thou 

art iiever weary oC \\ea^m^ I^nomx^ oti un- 
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grateful, perverse, and stubborn wretches, 
who render Thee only evil for good ? ' 

" In a moment He seemed to reply, as 
powerfully as if He had: spoken with an 
audible voice, ' Because I am never weary 
of gratifying my dear Son, and showing 
the greatness of my love to Him. Till I 
am weary of Him, and cease to love Him, I 
shall never be weary of heaping favours on 
His friends, however unworthy.* " 

Nor let the Christian limit the supply of 
grace and help by dwelling upon his scanty 
measure of progress in days that are past. 
You have not been straitened in God, but 
in yourself. I take the believer who is most 
conscious of his own imperfections. Per- 
haps you have been many a year on the 
highway to the kingdom, and yet you 
mourn that you have been so stationary. 
But why remain so ? Enlarge your de- 
sires and expectations, and trust in the 
Lord. There is grace and blessing beyond 
all our utmost thoughts, reg-dy to be poured 
down upon you, on high. God can " supply 
all your need;" yea, He can "make all 
grace abound toward you, that ye, always 
having all-sufficiency in ^11 things, may 
abound in every good work." 
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By His own mighty power and grace 
He can lift you up step by step into the 
'very highest enjoyment of the privileges 
of His children: He can raise you higher 
and higher in devotion, in love, in heaven- 
liness, in peace, in patience, in usefulness, 

• We may take a very simple illustration 
iof this point, and yet it seems to me a 
ivery forcible one. On the Gotha Canal, in 

Sweden, I was much struck with the mar- 
vellous staircase of locks near Motala, by 

" which the large steamer, with all its heavy 

» freight of passengers and goods, was lifted 
up to a very much higher level than the 

. lake on which it had previously been mov- 
ing. All the efforts of a thousand men 
could not otherwise have effected it; and 
yet in the simplest way, by letting in water 

.from the higher level, it rose gradually 

• and surely, though almost insensibly, till 
it reached the level that was desired. 

We seem taught by this a great and 
precious lesson. That which we can effect 
by no power or efforts of our own, God 
can and will effect for us by pouring down 
help and grace from above. But we must 
\open the gate. Faith is just this opening 
the secret flood-gate by which the supply 
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comes in. IndifTerence, want of desire, un- 
belief and doubt shut the gate, and keep 
us in a low condition ; but longing, pray- 
ing, believing, hoping, opens, the gate, and 
brings the blessing down. We may thus 
rise higher and. higher: we may become 
more and more like Christ. In spite of 
all our burdens of. inward corruption, of 
cares and anxieties, of duties and sorrows, 
we must still wait on the Lord. His grace 
is all-sufficient. He will make us all He 
would have us to be. He will gradually 
raise, us above every sin and temptation, 
until we are in all respects meet for the 
inheritance of the saints in light. 

III. I take a third of these strong 
towers, and one very helpful to the 
anxious and the careworn : " Casting all 
your care on Him, for He careth for you." 

It has been forcibly said, that " Nature 
puts circumstances between us and God;" 
but that " Grace puts God between us and 
circumstances:" and the remembrance of 
the word of Peter may help you to do this. 
It may help you to bring God into every- 
thing: He can manage and undertake for 
you far better than you can for yourself. 
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There is no load of anxiety for yourself 
or others, no strait in which you can be 
placed, no perplexities that can harass 
and bewilder you, but the Lord bids you 
cast on Him and leave it trustfully in His 
hands. It may be the matter of your 
own health, or that of some one dear to 
you ; it may be a matter of business, and 
have to do with debts which you cannot 
meet, or which others owe to you ; it may 
have to do with the crotchets and pecu- 
liarities of some one. who cannot work in 
your groove ; it may have to do with the 
ill-temper of a brother, or sister, or other 
relatives ; it may be the conduct of those 
you employ, or of one in whose service 
you are engaged ; it may be some annoy- 
ance from a trifling cause, and yet which 
is practically a great inconvenience; it 
may be difiiculties from those you have 
to work with in the Sunday School, or in 
some other sphere in the Master's vine- 
yard ; it may be something which requires 
you to act, and yet in every direction the 
way seems blocked ; it may be something 
so peculiar, that you imagine no one else 
had ever the same cross to bear. Well, 
whatever it be, it is no chance, but it is 
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from the Lord : it comes from Him in the 
way of needful discipline, and it is to be 
brought to Him in faith and prayer. 

The only way to obtain relief under the 
manifold cares that sometimes encompass 
our path is to cast them all on God. We 
must bring them to our Father, and leave 
them with Him : we must tell them out in 
the ear of our great High Priest, and have 
confidence enough in Him to know that 
He will not neglect that which we commit 
to Him. Perhaps you have sometimes 
had some cause for anxiety, and you have, 
placed it in the hand of a friend ; and be- 
lieving that he would give his attention 
and care to the matter, vou have been at 
rest. But the friend has been too much 
occupied with his own concerns ever to 
think of you or your affairs, or to make the 
requisite effort ; and after a few weeks you 
have awoke to the fact that the difficulty 
has now become twice as great as before, 
and far more hard to deid with. But it 
will not be so with the cares we leave with 
Christ. He will not forget them. He 
will not fail to bring His infinite wisdom 
to bear upon them. Though they may still 
be permitted to remain, He is ordering 
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and arranging ; and by-and-by we shall 
see that our confidence in Him has been 
abundantly rewarded.- 

*' Casting all your cares upon Him, FOR 
He CARETH for you." Yes : this is our 
consolation. Christ is the Friend that careth 
for us, thinketh upon us, heareth every sigh 
and groan, marketh every tear, knoweth 
every sorrow that weighs upon the mind. 

Ah, it is a thought to cheer a believer at 
all times: what a Friend have I in Christ! 
He is the Friend always near. Though 
banished far from home and kindred, 
Christ is always by my side. I cannot see 
Him, but I know that He is here. He has 
promised me, " I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee:" and He will be as good as 
His word. 

Then I may add another thought: Christ 
is kinder than the kindest. Could I gather 
together, as with a burning-glass, all the 
rays of kindness, pity, tender love, that 
have ever glowed in the heart of mother 
toward her child, of bridegroom toward 
the bride, of brother to brother, of friend to 
friend, I can see that all combined, it were 
but as one tiny sunbeam compared to that 
wondrous love which is in the heart of 
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Christ. Oh, the marvellous sympathy, 
gentleness, loving-kindness which Christ 
daily shows me, and which I know will 
never cease ! 

Another thought makes me still more 
joyful in casting my care on Him : He is 
the Friend that can effect everything for me. 
He can dp for me infinitely more than 
all the world beside. There is no sphere 
where the help of Jesus will not suffice. 
He has pdwer to order all the events of 
Providence, and to control the unruly wills 
and affections of sinful men ; He can bring 
about that which I desire by means alto- 
gether unlikely or inadequate; He can 
still the tumult in my own heart, or in the 
sea of life that beats so wildly around me. 
.In some shape He can bring back the 
treasure which is lost, or give me such a 
view of His merciful dealings that I shall 
no longer rebel or repine. Nor is it less 
comforting for me to remember that He 
who cares for me is changeless in His 
faithfulness and love. 

" Friendship His that nought can sever ; 
Loving once, He loves for ever." 

Hence it is no unreasonable thing for 

E 
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•me to cast my care on Him. His pre-i 
sence, His kindness, His effectual power, 
•His unswerving faithfulness, warrant me in 
leaving all in His hand. Oh, that I may 
ever have grace to flee to this refuge 
and hiding-place ! Oh, that every burden, 
every fear, every foreboding, every jot and 
tittle of my daily anxieties, may all be en- 
trusted to His loving hand ! 

IV. We have to consider yet one more 
of these bulwarks of our Zion, — one more of 
these mighty *' alls " of promise and hope. 
We have had the " all" of cleansing, the 
*' all" of supply, the " all " of care cast upon 
the great Burden-Bearer : to complete the 
whole, we have the "all" of life's number- 
less sorrows, fulfilling their purpose of love. 
'* We know that ALL things work together 
for good to them that love God, to titem that 
are the called according to His purposed 

We cannot shut our eyes to the fact 
^that actual suffering, sorrow, and trial of 
various kinds is very frequently a Chris- 
tian's lot. Sometimes the strain is simply 
fearful i the severity of the pain, or the 
peculiar bitterness of the trial, is altogether 
%eyond description. And when this is the 
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case for many months, or even years, it is 
a blessed fruit of grace if the soul can in 
any measure bend to the blow, and cry 
" Thy will be done." To enable the suffer- 
ing, sorrow-stricken child of God to do 
this, we have the assurance that everything 
we endure now is a part of the Divine 
plan : it is fulfilling its mission most 
chiefly in conforming the soul to the 
imagfe of the Saviour, As in nature the 
lightning's flash, the tempest, the biting 
frost, the .chilling east wind, the dark 
clouds, the dreary days of pelting rain, all 
-have their fitting work to do; so is it 
with the various afflictions, persecutions, 
troubles, and distresses that come to the 
people of God. We may judge them to be 
ills, but they are blessings in disguise. If 
we could only interpret them aright, we 
should discover in each of them a token of 
heavenly love. We must make no excep- 
tions; we must fully take in the meaning 
of the " all things " of the Apostle. Whilst 
we are endeavouring to walk before God 
and do His will, whatever in any shape 
'befalls us comes within this blessed assur- 
ance. From the fall of a leaf to a devas- 
tating war, — from a little discomfort in the 
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home or in society, ]to a bereavement which 
seems to rob life of all its joy, — we must 
believe that it all comes from the same 
merciful hand, and forwards the same de*- 
sign of our sanctification and greater glory 
in' the presence of the Lord. Sometimes 
we are disposed to think that*some parts 
of the discipline might be spared, and if 
we could do so we would cast many a cross 
aside ; but it is a great mistake. We should 
only injure ourselves : we should mar the 
perfection of God*s work in us. 

Many years ago I heard an illustration 
bearing on this, which has often come back 
to me. A father brings home a dissected 
map to his little boy. The child tries to put 
•it together, but fails; so he is almost ready to 
break off an angle here, and a corner there, 
•so as to make the pieces in some way fit 
together. But the father "comes again, and 
•shows the child his mistake^ and how each 
;part is needful to complete the map. It 
is thus with our lives: we cannot under- 
■stand the "needs be^' for this sorrow 
or for that; we are ready to refuse our 
•belief in the Divine wisdom that has 
•appointed it. But our Father will, soon 
'.show it to us. He will point out where w£ 
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have erred ; He will perfect that which 
concerneth us, and we shall see clearly 
that not one day or hour of sorrow could 
have been spared. Meanwhile let us 
honour our Father by fully trusting Him. 

We cannot always trace the way 

Where Thou, our gracious Lord, dost move, • 

But we can always surely say 

That Thou art love. 

In closincr mv remarks on these four 
precious words of Divine Writ, I would 
commend them, dear reader, to your daily ' 
meditation. You m-ight do well to have 
them in illuminated letters on the walls 
of yoUr chamber : they might help you, as 
they have often helped the writer. But, . 
at least, by the enlightening power of the 
Holy Ghost, let them ever be engraven 
on the tablet of your heart. Think over 
them, pray over them, make use of one or 
another, as the circumstances of life or- 
yoiir spiritual experience call for it. Let 
them lead you to implicit faith and un- 
limited confidence in God. 
. What is it that comes between you and 
God ? What is it that brings a distance, 
a separation of soul, between you and the 
3aviou.r ? Is it.ja sin, a want, a care, a> 
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trouble? Trace it out, and then see if 
there be not a remedy for it in one of 
these " alls." Give no place to unbelieving 
fears. From one of these strong towers 
point the gun that shall slay them. 
** Trust ye in the Lord for ever, for in 
the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. 
Trust in the Lord at all times ; ye people 
pour out your hearts before Him, for God 
is a refuge for us.'* 

Then another practical lesion. Culti-- 
vate a spirit of joyful, thankful submission^ 
to all God's dealings. If such promises 
be yours, what have you to do with mur- 
muring, repining, and discontent ? ** Re- 
joice in the Lord always, and again I say, 
Rejoice." 

Let there be sunlight in your heart, and 
let there be sunshine in your countenance : . 
let the children of this world see by your 
example how much they lose of true 
happiness. Why should you not rejoice 
all the day long, and all the year long, if 
forgiveness is yours, and Christ is yours, 
and God's love is yours? Sins pardoned, 
wants supplied, cares borne, all things 
turned about for your eternal good — is 
there not here something that may well. 
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make your heart glad and rejoice ? And 
look beyond. The journey's end is not 
far off. The promises of God are very 
cheering by the way, but what will be 
the joy and rest of the Father's house ? 
" In Thy presence is fulness of joy, and 
at Thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore." 
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IV. 

THE FOUR LOOKS. 

• 

T7OUR precious promises embrace the 
■^ whole field of God's bounty and 
goodness to His people. The four *'alls" 
touch our need on every side. Conscience is 
satisfied through " the blood that cleanseth 
from a/l sin." Our manifold temporal and 
spiritual necessities are met by the assur- 
ance that " God will supply a/l your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus,** The pressure of anxiety is met by 
the invitation, " Casting a// your care upon 
Him, for He careth for you." The issue of 
numberless sorrows and trials is the seen 
purpose of Divine wisdom: ** A// things 
work together for good to them that love 
God." 

Here are indeed four wells of sweetest 
water, four mines of purest gold, trees of 
life laden with fruit, castles of defence to 
which we may run. Somewhat in the 
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same way may we regard "the four looks *' 
which form the subject of this address 
They cover the whole field of a Christian's 
walk and life ; they tell alike of his privi- 
lege and duty, of his strength and of the 
path in which he must travel through the 
world;. They are all inseparably joined 
together, and may be comprised in the 
single sentence, " Looking unto JesXis." 
Yet this "looking unto Jesus" branches 
out in several directions, which may be 
spaken of one by one. 

I. There is a look for salvation: the 
sinner turning his eye for help and mercy 
to the only Saviour. It is the brazen-ser- 
pent look, as it has been well called. Lo, 
there is the dying Israelite : the poison of 
death is in his veins, the fearful scourge of 
fiery serpents has been upon the host, and 
the deadly wound has been felt. What 
can he do ? What remedy can he find ? 
There is but one. The prayer of Moses 
has been heard; the brazen serpent has 
been lifted in the midst, and every one that 
has been bitten has but to look and be 
healed. So the man casts his dying gaze 
upon the glittering object, and in a moment . 
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a new life is felt, and disease and death 
flee away. It is thus with Christ crucified. 
Here is the one appointed remedy for 
guilty, perishing man. " As Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up: that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life " (John iii. 
14, 15). Looking and believing is the same 
thing. Saving faith is a heart-look at the 
crucified Saviour. "Look unto Me," He 
cries, " and be ye saved, all ye ends of the 
earth." 

Yes, a look of faith at Christ dying for 
your sin will bring you pardon, peace, 
and righteousness. Despairing, guilty one, 
\vho art ever poring over thy wounds — thy 
past transgressions and thy treacherous, 
heart — be sure of this one thing, salvation 
is in Christ, not in thyself. One believing 
look to Him who died for thy sin will bring 
you more comfort than months of self- 
effort. The Spirit has awakened thee to 
see thy sin ; now by the same Spirit, " Be-* 
hold the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world." Look to Jesus, and 
live; look to Jesus, and be glad; Ipok to 
Jesus, and cast away all your gloomy^ 
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hopeless thoughts. A look brings salva- 
tion. Think not of merit, or work, or 
human power ; think not of self — its feel- 
ings, reasonings, strivings, doings: but let 
there be the outlook from all within. Look 
out and look up to the one Saviour — God*s 
chosen Messiah — the one Sacrifice, the one 
Priest, the one remedy for the sins and 
miseries of mankind. No one of all the 
host of Israel looked up in vain to the 
brazen serpent ; no one of all earth's perish- 
ing inhabitants shall look in vain to the 
Saviour, of the world. You may be all evil 
— all unworthy in yourself — everything 
may seem against your being saved ; but 
He saves to the uttermost, and He will 
save you. A thousand voices, within and 
without, may seem to threaten you with 
utter rejection, but one voice is heard above 
them all, faithful and sure — "Him that 
Cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out." 
A young man died not long ago with 
his foot firm upon the Rock of Ages and 
the new song of redeeming love upon his 
lips. A year or two before he had been 
groping in the dark, knowing not the way 
of peace. But one day the precious pro- 
mise I have just quoted came into his. 
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mind. . He knew not where to find it. So 
he searched the ** Concordance" under .the 
heading " no wise,' and when he found it, he 
rejoiced as one who had found great spoil. 

It is a. sweet and blessed word. It meets 
all doubts; it scatters all fears; it over- 
comes every difficulty; it will do to carry 
with us through the grave, 

I shall never forget how solemnly, yet 
how joyfully, it sounded to me nineteen 
years ago from the lips of a young man at 
Hastings. He was at the very point of 
death : his breath was nearly gone. Bro-. 
thers and sisters were watching his depar- 
ture. Then came his last utterance, broken, 
but yet audible : " Hiifz — that — cometh unto 

Me — I— will— Y^ NO WISE — IN NO WISE — 

cast — outr His hand fell from mine, and 
he was gone. 

But if salvation is free to all, why is it 
that so few look to the Saviour ? Why is it^ 
that so many live and die without Christ ? 

Ah, there is a high stone wall that stands 
between ! There is a lofty barrier which 
men succeed in erectin^f between Christ 
and themselves. There is a fatal self-satis- 
faction that keeps men back. They are 
content with their present conditian; they. 
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have no eye to see their guiltiness, or the 
appalling debt they owe to Divine justice ; 
they see nothing of the peril of a broken 
law, or the gulf of misery that lies before 
the unforgiven one, so they seek not the 
Saviour*s mercy. 

An aged woman in the Isle of Wight 
was asked a plain question by her pastor. 
** Shall you have a crown of glory when 
Christ clppears?" he asked her. V* Oh 
yes!" she answered ; " I have always loved 
and served Him." " Ask yourself to- 
morrow when you are at work, 'Who is 
this for?' 'Whom am I doing this tO 
please ? ' " 

The next afternoon she met him again. 
" You have robbed me of all my riches 1 '* 
was her strange exclamation. But it was 
•evert so. All her fancied wealth of good- 
ness was gone. She had seen that she was 
poor, and wretched, and miserable, and 
naked. She saw her life in a new light, 
and how every day of it had, been defiled 
by evil. So she sat beside her pastor, and 
his tears mingled with hers as he pointed 
her. to the merciful Saviour, and told of 
complete forgiveness to all who believe 
.-on Him. ' With humble, joyful heart she 
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received the good tidings, and looked to 
Christ for the salvation which now she so 
much needed. 

I need Thee, precious Jesus, 

For I am full of sin : 
My soul is dark and guilty. 

My heart is dead within. 
I need the cleansing fountain 

Where I can always flee, — 
The blood of Christ most precious. 

The sinner's perfect plea, 

II. There is a looking to Christ for grace, 
help, and strength in the walk and conflict 
of life. Those who have looked to Christ 
for pardon and salvation are still daily to 
be looking to Him for all help by the way: 
** I wiiriift up mine eyes to tjie hills, whence 
•Cometh my help." "Mine eyes are ever 
toward the Lord, for He shall pluck my 
feet out of the net." 

It was laid to the charge of Israel at one 
time that they looked for help to Egypt, 
and trusted in horses and chariots, but 
" did not look unto the Holy One of Israel" 
(Isaiah xxxi. i). And when brighter days 
were at hand we are told, " At that day 
shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes 
have respect unto the Holy One of Israel" 
(Isaiah xvii. 7). 

It is a great point of heavenly wisdom 
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to be ever looking away from human re- 
sources, and looking for all to Christ. It 
was the saying of one whose life was 
drawing to a close, " My entire trust is in 
my Saviour, who loved me and gave Him- 
self for me. Let no one disturb me or trj'' 
to take away the eyes of my soul from Him, 
— my blessed Saviour and my only Priest." 

Some are trusting in a priestly system, 
.which lets down a veil, a thick blind be- 
tween the sinner and the Saviour, and 
hinders that free and open access to Him 
which is the very glory of the Gospel. 
Some are ever looking to ordinances as if 
they could necessarily confer grace, forget- 
ting that they are but the lattice- windows 
through which we would see the King, 
or channels by which the Holy Ghost 
strengthens those who use them in faith. 

Some are ever looking to their feelings ; 
and if they cannot feel as they would, they 
.are ready to sink into despair : some are 
looking to their efforts and resolutions, and 
are expecting to do great things. But the 
secret of power and victory is to fix the 
-eye steadily on Christ As soon as we 
cease doing so, we fail and are discouraged. 
-Whilst Peter kept his eye on the Saviour, 
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he walked safely over the tempestuous 
sea -; but when he looked to the waves and 
hearkened to the boisterous wind, he began 
to sink. 

Perhaps you have a difficulty in grasp- 
ing fully the force of this expression, — 
" Looking unto Jesus." But consider for 
a moment : have you not used the same 
with reference to temporal things? You 
have said, perhaps, " I am in such a strait, 
and I have no one to look to but my bro- 
ther ox friend." We often hear or utter 
words like these, and they give us the true 
idea of looking unto Jesus. In our hearts 
we think of Him, and depend upon Him 
to aid us; in each conflict we rely upon 
Him to fight for us; in each trouble we 
cast ourselves upon Him for succour; in 
the path of duty and suffering our hope is 
in Him to sustain and support us ; in per- 
plexities and distresses we know that none 
but He ca:n open out the way for us. And, 
assuredly, the more we thus keep looking 
unto Him, the holier, the happier, and the 
stronger shall we be. 

There are many thoughts that may en- 
courage us in thus daily looking to the 
jnighty and merciful Saviour. Every one 
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of his offices tells us of something in Him 
that meets a want in us. We are very igno- 
rant of divine truth, and He is the great 
Prophet of His Church ; we are battling 
with enemies within and without, and He 
is the King who succours us and can put 
our foes beneath our feet; we have sins 
and infirmities that rise up in our con- 
sciences, and would bar our approach to 
God, but He is our Advocate and High 
Priest who can silence the accusation and 
give us boldness before God. I love, too, 
to think of Christ as the Treasurer, the 
Storekeeper of heavenly gifts. With lov- 
ing heart and open hand He delights to 
dispense according to our need. He is our 
Joseph, and without Him nothing good 
can come to us. But when we go to Him, 
He opens the storehouse, and bestows the 
heavenly bread and all else that is profit- 
able for us. 

I have often had a thought, rather bear- 
ing upon this* point, that has helped me on 
the way. We have had tradesmen coming 
to our doors, or perhaps the lad sent by 
them ; and morning by morning the knock 
comes, and the inquiry, ^^ Anything wanted 

to-day f Now it seems to me that the 

F 
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Lord comes to my door, and through some 
invitation or promise of His Word, He 
asks me this. He asks nje if there is any- 
thing I require ; and whatsoever it may be 
He is ready to supply it. So I look to 
Him to fulfil toward me His purposes of 
mercy. When He saith to me, ''Anything 
wanted to-day f I go and say to Him, 
" Yea, Lord^ everything is wanted to^ 
day!'' 

I want Thy presence to go with me wher- 
ever I go, and to abide with me wherever 
I remain. 

I want Thy wisdom to guide and direct 
me in every difficulty, and to show me the 
course I ought to pursue. 

I want Thine arm to uphold and support 
me in every temptation that may cross my 
path, that I turn not to the right hand or 
to the left. 

I want Thine all-sufficient grace to 
sanctify me, to cleanse me from old sins, 
to make me more humble and holy and 
heavenly-minded, to fill me with genuine, 
unfeigned love, and to renew me altogether 
in Thy likeness. 

I want Thy help and blessing in every 
word I speak, and in every work I have to. 
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do in Thy service ; I want Thee to use me 
in winning souls for Thy kingdom, and in 
building up and strengthening those that 
are weak and sorrowful. 

I want Thy pardoning mercy to wash 
away the sins, negligences, and ignorances 
of every day, and Thy Holy Spirit to be 
ever dwelling within as the spirit of 
Adoption. 

In fact, I want Thee to be ever at hand 
in loving-kindness and faithfulness; and I 
want day by day everything that Thy love, 
power, and goodness can supply. 

Thus looking unto Jesus for all I need, 
waiting upon Him and trusting in His pro- 
mises, I shall never be sent empty away. 

There is another point of deep moment 
in the Christian's looking unto Jesus for 
needful grace. I speak with reference to 
one who may have fallen. Through the 
power of temptation, or through terrible 
and overwhelming sorrows, and the Chris- 
tian being off his guard, or his faith 
faltering, he sometimes is utterly broken 
down. He has yielded to some grievous 
sin, or has given way in utter despair : 
he is now completely prostrate; and his 
own heart whispers that there is jio hope, 
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and that for him there is no salvation. 
But even in this case I would bid you 
look unto Jesus. There is help provided 
if you will only look for it. There is 
grace to lift up and restore : " The Lord 
upholdeth those that fall, and raiseth up 
all those that are bowed down." 

A little while ago I heard an incident 
which seemed to remind me of this. A 
lady had a young acacia -tree in her 
garden. From its associations she had a 
special interest in its growth. But the 
storm came, and a rough blast broke the. 
main stem, and the tree was bending low 
on the ground. But could nothing be 
done ? At least she will try. A part of 
the bark was still unbroken, so she took 
the stem and gently lifted it up into its 
former position. She then carefully bound 
up the wound, and staked and fastened 
the tree so that the wind could scarcely 
shake it. Nor was her care unrewarded. 
The sap arose and healed the wound, 
forming a knotted ring around the tree, 
and it grew and flourished in her garden. 

And is not this like the work of Christ 
in restoring the backslider ? He will not 
break the bruised reed, but hold it up and 
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strengthen it. The soul may be utterly 
broken down, the wound may be grievous 
and the bruise apparently incurable; but 
Christ is at hand ; He has a special care 
for the fallen one. He binds up and deals 
gently and tenderly with His feeble, erring 
child. He does not upbraid, but He 
pardons and saves. He sends His good 
Spirit and awakens a new desire. He 
recalls some sweet promise such as that 
given to backsliding Israel : " I will heal 
their backslidings, I will love them freely : 
for mine an^jer is turned awav from him " 
(Hosea xiv. 1-4). He reminds the sinner 
of His dealings with Peter; and as He 
freely forgave him his threefold denial and 
restored him to his place in His Church, so 
let not the backslider despair. Return to 
thy rest, and there is a welcome for thee. 
The ark of safety is nigh ; the window is 
open ; a hand is stretched out to take 
thee in. Therefore look up. Look unto 
Jesus, and He will remember thee in 
mercy : He will restore thy soul, cheer thy 
broken, trembling spirit, and make thee a 
blessing in His Church. 

•' O Jesu, full of truth and grace, 
More full of grace than I of sin, 
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Yet once again I seek Thy face. 
Open Thine arms and take me in ; 
And freely my backslidings heal, 
And love the faithless sinner still." 



III. There is a looking unto Jesus as 
our Great Pattern and one Example in 
the Christian life. We are to look unto 
Him that we may copy Him and walk 
in His footsteps. A story is told of 
Alexander the Great, that on one occa- 
sion his soldiers halted, and could no 
longer make way against the blocks of ice 
and roughness of the way along which 
he was leading them. Then, dismount- 
ing, he took the axe in his hand, he set 
his men the example of clearing the way, 
and went on before them in spite of every 
obstacle. Nor did they afterwards hang 
back. They would not yield to weariness 
or fatigue as they saw their commander 
thus going on before them. 

Thus must the Christian behold Christ 
leading the way, and by His grace he must 
walk in His footsteps. It is to this mainly 
that the Apostle refers in Heb. xii. i, 2. 
We are exhorted to " run with patience 
the race set before us, looking unto Jesus, 
the Author and Finisher of our faith, who 
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for the joy that was set before Him, 
endured the cross, despising the shame." 

Let us ever steadfastly consider Him, 
gaze upon Him, and wherever we see His 
footprints endeavour there to place our 
own. 

We need to do this with reference to the 
duties of everyday life. The glimpse that 
we have of Christ at Nazareth, and His 
conduct with reference to Joseph and 
Mary, may show us how He was our 
perfect Exemplar with reference to family 
relationships. And in all the lesser duties, 
in all the less prominent graces of life, He 
never failed. In the very least word and 
deed He was ever holy, harmless, and un- 
defiled, continually in everything doing the 
will of His Father in heaven. And it seems 
to me that Christian people need to be most 
on their guard in this respect. It is on the 
right performance of the numberless little 
details of life that our growth and progress 
in holiness chiefly depends. The growth 
of a tree does not arise so much from the 
action of the larger roots as of the hair- 
like fibres which are perpetually receiving 
moisture and nourishment from the soil, 
and when these are broken in the trans- 
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planting of the young tree no care or effort 
can preserve it alive. 

Ah, Christian, be careful in what may 
seem the lesser matters ! Let no duty be 
neglected as of small account. Let no 
opportunity for doing good pass by un- 
improved. Perpetually practise in little 
things the graces of faith and love. Watch 
over your thoughts, and be frequently in 
ejaculatory prayer. Strive to be ever 
applying what you know of the Word to 
the circumstances of each day and hour. 
Be careful about the employment of 
leisure moments. In the least as in the 
greatest matters walk in the footsteps of 
the Master. 

More especially must we look to Christ 
as our Pattern in His last sufferings, for 
good and evil culminated at the cross. 
Never before was so clearly manifested 
the wickedness of fallen man ; never before 
had there been witnessed such a lofty 
height of grace and virtue as was then 
seen in the sinless Redeemer. Terrible 
indeed were those clusters of Sodom — 
those deadly sins — that were brought to 
light at the crucifixion. Causeless hatred 
.against Incarnate Love, strange ingratitude 
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for countless benefits, heedless indifference 
to justice and truth and the fear of God, 
the sway of expediency and the fear of 
man, unbelief and faithlessness and back- 
sliding, envy and malice, covetousness and 
hypocrisy, unfeeling cruelty towards One 
whose life had been unselfish benevolence 
and unspotted holmess — a strange variety 
of the evils that reign in man*s heart — 
all these stand out in plainest colours 
around the cross. 

But in the suffering Saviour there ap- 
peared a glory of goodness and holiness 
beyond all that had been manifested pre- 
viously; every possible grace shone out 
like the unclouded sun in the meridian. 
We can but touch upon a few points. 
No more interesting or profitable employ- 
ment could engage the attention of the 
Bible student than fully to search out in 
each incident of the Passion the various 
graces manifested ; and, as you do thus, 
pray that the same mind may be formed 
by His Spirit in you (Phil. ii. 5-8). 

Look unto Jesus, in His Passion, and 
follow Him in His steadfastJiess of faith. 
He ever trusted in God. In the garden He 
pries "Abba, Father." When bound and 
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fettered, and led away a prisoner to the 
house of Annas, He saw in it all the cup 
which His Father had willed that He 
should drink. Beneath the dark cloud 
of comfort withheld He could yet plead, 
"My God, my God," and pour out His 
soul before Him. 

Thus let the Christian strive to act 
Look to Jesus, and follow Him in His 
unwavering confidence. Fully rely upon 
thy Father's care and help. In the dark 
and in the light, in the storm and in the 
calm, in the valley and on the mountain, 
in the day of health and in the hour of 
sickness, surrounded by every comfort, or 
deprived of all that makes life desirable, re- 
joicing in active labour in the vineyard, or 
passing week by week wearily on the bed 
of suffering, — still trust and be not afraid. 
Trust God with your soul, and trust Him 
with your circumstances. Encourage your- 
self in the remembrance that your Father 
will never leave you, nor forsake you. 
He will keep safely the soul that has been 
washed in the Saviours blood ; He will 
direct your way and guide every footstep ; 
He will make all events of your life work 
together for your good and His own glory. 
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Look unto Jesus and follow Him in 
His burning zeal and compassion for souls. 
He never wearied in His work; He was 
ever seeking the stray ones. He spake 
to the woman at the well, and to her that 
was a sinner in the house of Simon ; He 
was moved with compassion towards the 
multitudes because they were as sheep 
having no shepherd, and He taught them 
many things. For this He toiled even to 
the end. On the way to the cross He 
speaks a tender, yet solemn warning to 
awaken the women who bewailed Him. 
He prayed for the forgiveness of His 
murderers. He saved the thief that hung 
by His side. And every drop of His 
precious blood tells of His pity for the 
perishing. 

Let the believer put on the same spirit. 
Be not selfish in religion : be not content 
with your own salvation. If God has 
truly converted you, it is that you may 
go forth and labour for others. Do your 
best to slay the dragon of Intemperance. 
Go out in the highways and bring in the 
outcasts. Speak a word to your fellow- 
sinner. Think of your unconverted re- 
latives. Pray for them: pour on their 
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heads a constant stream of kindness, and 
.then watch your opportunity to speak or 
write a word in season. Gather the little 
ones into the fold of Christ. Despise not 
the fallen, but put forth your hand and 
pluck them as brands from the burninc^. 

I have often thought of a touching 
story with reference to the great fire 
which raged so fiercely in London a few 
years ago and destroyed so much pro- 
perty. Three men were on the. Thames 
in a burning barge, and were in imminent 
.peril. They had no means of effecting 
their escape ; but some boatmen put forth 
from the opposite shore, not without the 
greatest risk, and great was the shoiit that 
:arose from ten thousand voices when they 
attained their object and saved, the lives 
.of the three men. Greater far shall be 
the honour given hereafter to those who 
have faithfully, laboured for souls. Not 
a starless: crown shall yours be if you 
thus act, but one resplendent with many 
.a precious jewel by your means saved from 
destruction and brought to the kingdom 
of everlasting glory. 

Look unto Jesus, and follow Him in 
His meekness and patience under reproach 
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and persecution. As a lamb dumb before 
her shearers, so did He silently and calmly 
bear all that was laid upon Him. When 
He was reviled, He reviled not again • 
when He suffered. He threatened not. He 
hid not His face from shame and spitting. 
Greatly does it glorify God when the 
Christian thus acts. Take it patiently 
when the reproach of the cross weighs 
heavily upon you. You may hear the 
cutting remark, you may notice the in- 
tentional slight, you may have to meet with 
ridicule or opposition in some shape that 
may be very trying; but take it quietly. 

Return sweet for bitter. Show a readi- 
ness to forgive and benefit those who thus 
act or speak. This will often go far to dis- 
arm the ill-feeling that may be manifested 
towards you. A servant of Christ had 
much to endure from a knot of young men 
because he stood aloof from their wicked 
ways, and would not join their company. 
But be was too sharp with them : he 
would speak hastily and angrily. This 
would increase their ill-will. One day 
they insulted him more than ever. It was 
an act very hard to bear; but he then 
bethought him of the Saviour's conduct. 
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He remembered that the soldiers had 
acted precisely in the same way, and yet 
He took it meekly. From this time he 
saw that he had been wrong, and en- 
deavoured to return only good for evil. 
The result was soon apparent After a 
while he was able to reckon the young men 
amongst his friends rather than his enemies. 

Look to Jesus, and follow Him in His 
entire self -surrender. Christ gave Him- 
self wholly to do the Father's will : He 
withheld nothing. He was obedient un- 
to death — even the death of the cross. 
So yield yourself without reserve to God. 
Keep back nothing. Yourselves, your 
time, your influence, your gifts and talents, 
your home, your children, your favourite 
pursuit, all that you love the most and 
value the best, — lay all at His feet to be 
used for Him, or, if need be, cheerfully 
surrendered at His bidding. Whatever 
come, be loyal to your King. Give up 
all to Him, for "ye are not your own, 
but are. bought with a price." 

In everything behold Jesus as your 
Example ; study His holy character, and 
let His Spirit transform you and mould 
you after His likeness. 
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"We all, with open face beholding as 
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord ".(2 Cor. iii. 18). 

IV. There is a looking unto Jesus as 
the Coming One. " Looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ" 
(Titus ii. 13). 

He came once to save the lost, but He 
comes hereafter to raise to His throne 
those whom he hath rescued and saved. 
It is to be the perfecting of their glory, 
and the manifestation of their high call- 
ing as the sons and daughters of the 
Most High, and as citizens of the heavenly 
Zion. He comes to make plain the pur- 
poses of God, and to effect the restoration 
of all things. For the past, what has 
been seen on earth but discord and dis- 
order, woes and wickedness everywhere 
covering the face of the earth ? But He 
comes to cast out all things that offend, 
and to bring back a more glorious Paradise 
than Adam lost. For this we must look. 
When the heart sickens as we hear of 
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fair regions laid desolate by cruel wars, 
of the massacre of helpless women and 
children, of un-Christian powers tyranni- 
sing over some regions, of heathen super- 
stitions reigning supreme in others, — we 
must hope and wait. Christ will make 
all things new, and for Him we look. He 
comes to reign in righteousness and 
peace : He comes to set up the taber- 
nacle of God amongst men ; He comes 
to sweep away every vestige of oppression 
and wrong; He comes to exalt those who 
have loved and followed Him, to set them 
among princes, and to adorn them with 
a crown of immortality ; He comes to be 
their Portion and their exceeding great 
reward. With Him they shall dwell, in 
Him they shall rejoice, and His presence 
shall be to them the light of everlasting 
day. 

Come, Lord, and wipe away 

The curse, the sin, the stain ; 
And make this blighted world of ours 

Thine own fair world again. 
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V. 

THE HEA VBNLY FIRE. 

A MAN was led by various trials to 

attend the house of God. He thought 

God must be angry with him for his neglect, 

so he would go. But his heart was not 

there. He paid little regard to the Word 

that was spoken. But one sentence fixed 

itself on his memory. It was the closing 

word of the prayers : " The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us 

all evermore." 

"Three good things," said the man to 

himself, " and I have not one of them." 

So he began to seek, and he found this 

threefold benefit. He found the reality of 

a Saviour's grace and mercy, he found th^ 

comfort of a Father's love, he found the 

power t)f the Spirit and His indwelling 

presence. 

G 
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" Three good things, and all my own'* 
may each believer say. " The sunshine of 
my Saviour's favour, the unchangeable love 
of my Father in heaven, the nearness and 
communion of the eternal Spirit, — ^all are 
mine, and mine for evermore." 

Let us dwell upon one of these, — the 
presence and power of the Holy Ghost 
Let us dwell upon it in connection with 
the words of the Baptist. Himself filled 
with the Holy Ghost from his mother's 
womb, he bore witness to Christ He spoke 
of Him as the One coming from above — 
the very Bridegroom of His Church. He 
spoke of Him as the sin-bearing Sacrifice; 
" Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world." He spoke of 
Him as bestowing the gift of the Holy 
Ghost ; " I indeed baptize you with water 
unto repentance ; but He that cometh after 
me is mightier than I ; • • . He shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost^ and with 
fire*' (Matt iii. ii). 

In this passage the grace of the Holy 
Ghost is spoken of as a Jteavenly fire. In 
other parts we have the work of the Spirit, 
^s the water poured down on the dry and 
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barren ground, and making the souls of 
God's people as the willows by the water- 
courses% We have the Spirit as a mighty 
wind breathing on the slain, stirring up life 
and activity in those whom He inspires. 
But here we see the Spirit coming down 
as fire from above. A literal fulfilment 
was seen on the Day of Pentecost. When 
the cloven tongues as of fire were seen on 
the heads of the Apostles, then was there 
a manifestation of the Spirit's power. For 
that baptism of fire the little Hock had 
prayed, and longed, and waited, and in 
due season the great gift was abundantly 
bestowed. Our need is no less. We have 
the Spirit, if we be in Christ ; but we 
want to experience far more His gracious 
working. 

Let us more earnestly desire, more 
humbly pray, more hopefully expect this 
Divine and inestimable boon of love. 



•* Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire ; 
Thou the anointing Spirit art. 
Who dost Thy sevenfold gifts impart.** 

The heavenly fire. How may we recog- 
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nise it ? How is it manifested ? What are 
its effects ? 

Let us remember it is God's fire^ and not 
man's. There may be a fire that comes 
pot from above, nor brings with it the 
Divine blessing. 

When Aaron entered upon the priest's 
office, we read that the glory of the Lord 
appeared to all the people. " And there 
came a fire out from the Lord, and con- 
sumed upon the altar the burnt-offering 
and the fat." But shortly afterwards 
" Nadab and Abihu . . . took either of 
them his censer, and put fire therein, and 
put incense thereon, and offered strange 
fire before the Lord. . . . And there went 
put fire from the Lord, and devoured them " 
(Lev. ix. 24; X. I, 2). 

In the same way men may substitute 
something of earth for the Divine fire of 
the Spirit. They may depend upon mere 
human eloquence — upon natural gifts in 
some shape ; they may trust to an exciting 
mode of preaching, or the effects of ex- 
quisite music; they may rely upon some- 
thing that touches the feelings — as the 
beauty of a glorious cathedral, or the mere 
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accessories of worship; and all the while 
the heart and conscience may never be 
moved. **We have twenty-two candles 
lighted on the altar, and you have not one,** 
was the complaint made by a very zealous 
champion of a high ritual. Be careful here. 
Beware of shams and counterfeits. Beware 
of " strange fire." Use all Scriptural aids 
in Divine worship. Make the service 
hearty, and bright, and pleasant. But, 
above all, seek the fire from above. Be 
content with nothing less. From God 
alone comes the grace that will lead us to 
Himself. 

With fire there is power. So with 
God's fire there will ever be found God's 
mighty power. True religion in the soul 
is not simply profession, or the practice of 
certain moral virtues, but a mighty, over- 
coming power. 

' Look at fire. It is not a dead, inani- 
mate thing, but is one of the mightiest 
elements. See the fire that bursts out in 
3ome house or factory. How furiously it 
rases ! What efforts are needed to subdue 
it ! When some little time has been given, 
and suitable materials are at hand upon 
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which it can feed, a whole street or town is 
sometimes laid in ruins. 

Thus must it be with the fire of the 
Spirit. Wherever it takes hold, it must 
work and spread. It is an energising force 
that brings to pass marvellous results. 

"The kingdom of God is not in word 
but in power." " God hath not given us 
the spirit of fear, but of love, and of power, 
and of a sound mind." "Our Gospel 
came not unto you in word only, but in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance." So mighty is the power of the 
Spirit, that nothing on earth can effectually 
quench it. God's fire has with it some- 
thing of God's omnipotence.. Mark the 
course of the Apostle Paul. What tribula- 
tions, distresses, sorrows, sufferings, losses, 
he endured I What pains, and wrongs, 
and persecutions came upon 'him for 
Christ's sake ! Yet the heavenly flame only 
burned the more brightly. Many waters 
could not put it out. 

And in these later days the power, 
wherever received, is still the same. There 
is a power that can overcome the world. 
There is a power that can bear up against 
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the manifold trials of the Christian life. 
The Holy Ghost, the Comforter, dwell- 
ing within the soul of the believer, cart 
strengthen with might in the inner man ; 
and thus strengthened in the Spirit, he 
shall be more than conqueror. 

I have been reading of late sermons 
written some time ago by one who after- 
wards left the English Church for that of 
Rome* There is much that is beautiful 
about them, and they have attained a very 
wide circulation. They raise a very high 
standard of holy living, and may teach 
persons many useful lessons about daily 
conduct. But there is one great omission. 
There is little or nothing as to the power 
by which this lofty ideal can be translated 
into practice. It is all labour, and effort, 
and self-denial, and crushing out the natural 
feelings by severe and painful discipline. 
There is nothing of the strength, and the 
comfort, and the joy which is so needful 
for the conflict. There is nothing of the 
glad tidings of free love and pardon, and 
complete justification in Christ. There is 
little, if anything, of the Saviour's readi- 
ness to send down the Holy Spirit on each 
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humble, waiting spuj, * It is the poor, help-? 
Jess soul, full of sin and. corruption, left to 
fight his own way against the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. Tell the soldier lying 
wounded and half dead on the battle-field 
to get up and renew the fight against the 
foe. Tell the tired, weary labourer, faint 
and hungry, to go back and renew his toil 
in the field. He catit do it It is beyond 
his power. The one needs healing, the 
other wants food and rest ; and only then 
can the fight be renewed, gr the toil under- 
taken afresh. 

It is thus with the sinner. He needs 
healing for a wounded spirit ; he needs the 
good news of help, and pardon, and life 
through Christ ; he needs a new power in 
the Spirit, through faith in the promise; 
he needs to know the comfort of a cleansed 
conscience, and of a Saviour's love. For 
this he must come straight to the Saviour. 
He must look to Him for all. He must 
trust Him at once for present pardon and 
the grace of the Spirit. Then, renewed 
and refreshed, he can rise to serve the 
Master, and to fight manfully beneath His 
banner. 
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. Another lesson here. Let each reader 
plead for the Spirit as the Spirit of power. 

There is a mighty power of evil in our 
own fallen nature ; there is a mighty power 
in the seductive attractions of the world ; 
there is a mighty power in the temptations 
which assail us. There is a mighty power 
in the press, and in the tone of society, very 
unfavourable to the pure Gospel of Christ ; 
there is a power in the strong castles of 
unbelief, error, superstition, materialism, 
covetousness, and indifference that stand 
in our way. In face of it all, we want 
God's power to keep us, to strengthen us, 
and to make us bold for the truth. Let us 
ask for it, let us look for it, and it shall be 
ours. The weak shall say, I am strong. 
One shall be as a thousand, and a little 
band of the faithful as a mighty host The 
secret of victory is in the confession of the 
Creed : " I believe in the Holy Ghost." In 
this power the Church can meet and over- 
throw all the powers of darkness. 

A story is told of a vast crowd assembled 
to resist some young converts who deter- 
mined to throw down a heathen temple 
which they had previously supported. It 
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was a daring deed, but they were not afraid. 
In the courage imparted by the Spirit 
through earnest prayer, they faced the 
crowd. The idol was cast down and broken 
to pieces in their presence. Then one of 
them pleaded, like Elijah on Mount Carmel. 
None seemed able to resist the appeal 
Then a feeble cry was heard. A few 
Christian women were there, and they 
gave the note, " Victory to Jesus ! victory 
to Jesus ! " 

The cry was taken up, and became the 
voice of the multitude. The temple was 
broken down. The village embraced the 
Gospel. By and by a Christian Church 
arose on the very spot where the temple 
had formerly stood. 

With fire there always goes light as well 
?iS power. Such a fire as I have spoken of 
will illuminate the whole sky, and for miles 
around the light will be seen. So with the 
power of the Spirit There will be the 
light of Divine truth ; there will be teaching 
from above. The mind will be enlightened 
to see the meaning of God in His Word ; 
sin will be revealed in its fearful enormity; 
the soul will be recognised as more precious 
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than a world ; the love of Christ will shine 
forth in its glory ; the way of salvation by 
faith in the Saviour's blood will be made 
plain and clear; and the true character of 
Christian holiness will be rightly under- 
stood. 

It is very interesting to notice how mar- 
vellously the Spirit of truth can bring light 
into the darkest minds. A short time ago 
a Roman Catholic working-man in Paris 
was out of health. He went to the medical 
dispensary connected with the Mission of 
Miss de Broen, in Abbeville. He heard 
the Gospel addresses given to the patients, 
and through the Holy Spirit his mind was 
enlightened in the way of life. " I learnt 
three things/' said the man, shortly after- 
wards ; " I learnt to see that I was * noir;^ 
I learnt that Jesus could make me ' blanc; * 
I learnt that hereafter I must be ' blan- 
chisseur' " 

Three precious lessons the Spirit of 
Truth had taught him. He saw that he 
was " black," — defiled and polluted by sin 
and iniquity; he saw that Jesus could 
make him '* white," yea, whiter than snow, 
through His precious blood; he saw that 
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when he was cleansed himself he must be 
a *' washerman," — a cleanser of others, — a 
messenger to bring to them those glad tid- 
ings of purifying grace which had reached 
his own soul. 

And as at the beginning, so right on 
through the Christian's life, — he needs the 
Spirit, to reveal to him more of the Word, 
more of the knowledge of Christ. He 
needs the Spirit of truth to detect the 
errors that arise on every side, and to 
enable him in every book he reads or 
discourse he. may hear, to separate "the 
precious from the vile." Oh, that the 
Spirit might fill every heart and mind with 
the light of Christ's Gospel, and scatter all 
the darkness that besets us ! For this look 
up continually to the eternal Spirit, and 
beseech Him to shine upon you. 

*' Be Thou my Teacher : to my soul reveal 

The length, breadth, depth, and height of Jesu's love; 
And on my soul Thy blest instniction seal. 

Raising my thoughts and heart to things above. 

** Be Thou my Guide into all truth Divine, 
Give me increasing knowledge of my God ; 
Show me the glories that in Jesus shine, 
And make my heart the place of His abode." 

We need the Holy Spirit to kindle on 
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the altar of the heart the^/fr^ of true devo' 
tion. All true worship is from the Holy 
Ghost It is "the Spirit which helpeth 
our infirmities, .... and maketh interces- 
sion for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered." We must pray **with all 
pra,yer and supplication in the Spirit." 
** Praying in the Holy Ghost," we must 
" keep ourselves in the love of God." 

There may be a dead form, there may 
be beautiful words uttered by the lips, 
there may be a correct utterance of all that 
is needful for our welfare ; but hearty de- 
.sires, spiritual longings, fervent petitions, 
believing, expectant prayers, joyful praises, 
overflowing from a heart full of holy con- 
fidence and love, — all these are the fruit of 
the Spirit alone. 

Sometimes you hear a Christian pray 
with such reality, such a sense of God's 
presence, that you can almost see the 
Saviour standing by his side. Such were 
the petitions, it is said, offered by Arch- 
bishop Leighton, so that none who heard 
them could ever forget the impression they 
produced. 

Jn pases like this, and in all true prayer, 
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it is the pleading of the Holy Ghost within 
the heart. 

In all our worship — private, social, and 
public — at our gatherings together for 
prayer in our families, in secret ejacula- 
tions by the wayside, the Spirit is ever 
ready to assist us if we depend upon His 
mighty aid. 

For this let us ever look up to our great 
exalted Mediator and King. He will send 
us the Spirit of grace and supplication. 
He will kindle the flame and keep it burn- 
ing, that it may never go out. When we 
enter and when we leave the house of God, 
in every hymn we sing, in every petition of 
our Scriptural Liturgy, in every word of 
thanksgiving we utter, we only want this 
fire of the Spirit, and our ChurcheS will be 
transformed, souls will be refreshed, the 
cold-hearted be quickened to a higher life, 
and our worship on earth will become more 
like the worship of the saints above. 

We need the baptism of the Holy Ghost 
to kindle within us tJtefire of true, abiding 
zeal. 

Is not this one of the great wants of 
,Christ's Church ? In the ministry of the 
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English Church perhaps there never were 
more active, zealous efforts on the part of 
many to do the Lord's work, and to win 
the souls for whom He died. But is it a 
rare thing to meet with the very reverse of 
this ? May you not find many ministers of 
Christ holding fast sound Scriptural views 
of Divine truth, perhaps glorying in Pro- 
testant principles, and yet the whole parish 
fast asleep? There is no life, no fire, no 
longing for souls, no earnest calls to the 
unconverted, no pleading with the sinner 
in private, no calling the people of God to 
prayer. No ; nothing of the kind. No 
fresh efforts are made, no self-denial exer- 
cised. There is no awakening power in 
the sermon, and outside the church doors 
it would almost seem as if none but the 
sick and dying had souls to be saved or 
lost There is stagnation in the church, 
and stagnation in the parish; all seem 
wrapped in the slumber of death. Surely 
this ought not to be. Of all the hindrances 
to the work of Christ none is so great as a 
dead, lifeless ministry. 

But if this be an evil in the minister of 
Christ, it is also a terrible evil in the com- 
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municant who professes by coming to His 
table to be one of Christ's flock. 

To be ever receiving and never giving, 
to be always hearing of Christ and yet 
never speaking a word for Him, to come to 
the Lord's Supper month by month and 
yet have no lively interest in the extension 
of Christ's kingdom, to pass amongst mem- 
bers of the Church as a true Christian, and 
yet to be absorbed all the week in busi^ 
ness, without an evening in God's house, or 
an effort to save a soul, or a sign of hearty 
sympathy with those who are toiling Sun- 
day and week-day in the Lord's vineyard, 
— is this according to the mind of Christ, 
or is it likely to promote the spiritual wel- 
fare of the soul ? The minister of Christ 
and the lay members of the Church need 
alike true, heaven-born zeal. 

Nowadays you find zeal in almost every- 
thing going beyond its old limits. The 
astronomer goes across the ocean to take 
observations at an eclipse. The traveller 
to Africa or the North Pole will brave 
every danger to gather fresh information 
as to those distant regions. The botanist 
will travel hundreds of miles to find a rare 



Counsels on the Christian Life, 113 

specimen of plant or flower ; yes, and when 
he has found it, hd has been known to clap 
his hands with joy as he stooped down to 
secure the object of his search. 

And ought there not to be a far higher, 
nobler, and devoted zeal in the follower 
of the Crucified ? Which is the greater 
achievement — to discover a new lake or 
country, or to bring a new province be- 
neath the sway of the Redeemer ? Which 
is the more honourable task to discover 
— a new star in the hemisphere, or to re- 
store a soul that shall shine for ever in 
the firmament of the heavenly kingdom ? 
Which will bring the highest reward — ^to 
find out some rare and beautiful plant, or 
to sow the good seed in one who shall 
flourish as a tree of righteousness in the 
paradise of God ? 

" Oh, that I were a flame of fire in the 

service of my God ! " was the longing of 

the devoted Brainerd. And why should 

not the wish be fulfilled in each of us ? Is 

the Spirit of the Lord straitened ? Is His 

mighty working less eff'ectual than in days 

past? We know that it is not; therefore 

for His help we look and pray. 

II 
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Oh, Holy Ghost, into our minds 

Send down Thy heavenly light ; 
Kindle our hearts with lervent zeal 

To serve God day and night 1 

It is the work of the Holy Ghost like- 
wise to create and maintain within the heart * 
the fire of Divine love. Zeal is good, but 
love is better. Yea, our zeal cannot be real 
and true unless it come from the love of 
Christ constraining us. We read of Jehu 
that he could say, " Come and see my zeal 
for the Lord ; " but his zeal soon waxed 
cold, and disobedience followed swiftly *, 
upon the heels of his first attempt to 
do God's bidding in the matter of Ahab. 
There was nothing of love to God ; so we 
find that " he took no heed to walk in the 
law of the Lord." We remember, too, that 
the Church of Ephesus was commended for 
much that was good; but there was one ' 
dark blot: love was declining. "I have it 
against thee that thou hast left thy first 
love.** Hence came the threatening that 
the candlestick should be removed. 

It is through the Spirit that *' the love of 
God is shed abroad in the heart." Through' 
the unction of the Holy One the believei' 
discerns how infinitely worthy is Christ of 
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^^r love. He can see the tokens of His 
Aovingkindness strewn along his path, 
^hus musing the fire burns. " My beloved 
^s mine, and I am His." " Lord, Thou 
^newest all things, Thou knowest that I 
love Thee." 

** Lord, make my heart hot with the love 
^f Christ,'* was the prayer of a young man. 

Of the wicked it is written in Hosea, 
**They have made their heart hot as an 
Oven." If the heart of the sinner burn as 
^n oven ; if it be hot with evil passions — 
Avith covetousness, ambition, anger, and the 
like, shall not the believer's heart burn hot 
with love to Christ and His people, and thus 
be animated by a purer and nobler flame ? 

There are two properties of fire, which 
may each give us a useful thought. It is 
the property of fire to spread and commn- 
•nicate itself. 

It is true you may have on your hearth 
a few half-dead coals, or cinders that are 
losing their own heat instead of communi- 
cating it to others. But if the living flame 
be there, it will be sure to set fire to the 
black coals around. So where the fire of the 
Spirit is burning brightly, it must spreads 
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It will go from heart to heart, from parent 
to child, from friend to friend. In mis- 
sion seasons I have often noticed some- 
thing of this kind. In one home the heart 
of one member was touched : this led to 
the awakening of others ; six months after- 
wards it was a cause of great joy to know 
that not less than ten out of that home had 
been led to Christ. 

May we have something of this Spirit ! 
Like the early Christians, may we carry 
with us the Gospel wherever we go ! May 
each believer be as a live coal — bringing 
to others the light and grace he has re- 
ceived himself ! 

Another property of fire is to tend tip- 
wards. It mounts up higher and higher 
in proportion as the flame increases. So 
is it with true grace. It creates a heavenly 
mind : it stirs up the heart to seek the 
things above : it will be manifested in holy 
aspirations. "As the hart panteth after 
the water brooks, so longeth my soul after 
Thee, O God." " My soul is athirst for 
God, even the living God. When shall I 
come and appear before God } " 

TruQ srrace cannot be satisfied with the 
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things of earth. It will draw nearer and 
nearer to God : it will ever press forward to- 
ward higher degrees of holiness, and a closer 
fellowship with the Father and the Son. 

Nor shall this be the end. As the pro- 
phet Elijah, so full of fire and zeal in the 
service of God, was at length carried up to 
heaven in a fiery chariot, so shall the fire 
of the Spirit lift up the believer at length 
to the very throne of God. Through the 
Spirit he shall overcome the world. Filled 
with the Spirit, as was Stephen, he shall 
be received by the Saviour at the right 
hand of God. 

A few words in conclusion. 

I know not who may read these lines, 
but permit me to press on you the in- 
quiry whether you have anything of this 
" Heavenly fire " ? Have you the Holy 
Spirit dwelling within, ruling and guiding 
you in the fear of God, drawing you up- 
ward and heavenward, and filling you with 
the love yf Christ ? Have you a desire for 
this ? Is it your frequent and heartfelt 
prayer that the blessed Spirit, the Com- 
forter, would make His abode m\.\v ^ow 
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and conform you in all things to the image 
of Christ ? Have you a delight in the pro- 
mises and precepts of God's Word ? Have 
you a lively interest in the salvation of 
sinners? 

Or, may it be that you have a name to 
live while you are dead ? May it be that you 
seem to be a Christian in some respects be- 
fore men, but have nothing of true grace in 
your heart ? May it be that you have the 
form of godliness, but know nothing of its 
power and reality ? 

Judge yourself honestly in this matter. 
It is one of life or death : it is one which 
will decide your position before the great 
tribunal. Remember the solemn alterna- 
tive presented by the Baptist. He speaks, 
as we have seen, of Christ baptizing with 
the fire of the Spirit. But what does he 
add ? " Whose fan is in His hand, and 
He will throughly purge His floor, and 
gather His wheat into the garner; but "He 
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire" (Matt. iii. 12). There mu§t be fire. 
Every one shall know it. But which shall 
it be ? Shall it be the fire of the Spirit or 
the fire of judgment ? SVvBXVv\.\i^llve fire of 
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grace, purging away the dross, kindling the 
sacred flame, or the unquenchable fire of 
God's holy wrath and displeasure against sin? 

Unquenchable fire ! Ah, nothing can 
quench it ! Pour in all human notions of 
God's mercy, pour in mountains of gold 
and silver left for charitable objects, pour 
in oceans of tears, a world full of sighs — 
still must it ever remain to those who die 
in their sins "the fire that never can be 
quenched." 

What that fire is who shall say ? It is 
not for man to go beyond the Word of 
God or to discover the mysteries of the 
eternal world. But that it means some- 
thing, — something exceedingly terrible, 
something that no other language could 
so well describe, of this we may be sure. 

The God of mercy, grace, and love, keep 
every one who reads these pages from ever 
knowing it in their own experience I " De- 
liver us not into the bitter pains of eternal 
death!" "From thy wrath and everlasting 
damnation, good Lord, deliver us I " 

Who speaks most of the fire of Divine 
judgment ? Is it not the Saviour of man- 
kind } Is it not the faithful and ttw^ m\.- 
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ness, whose word can never pass away ? Is 
it not He who can neither deceive nor be 
deceived ? Moreover, is it not He who has 
the tenderest, most compassionate heart 
that ever beat in human breast ? Is it not 
He who wept over Jerusalem, and gave 
His life-blood to save man from the pit? 
Is it not He who yearned over the out- 
casts, who comes to seek the lost, and who 
has opened the door so wide that the great- 
est sinner may find life eternal in Him? 

Shall man be more merciful than man's 
Redeemer ? To appear kind and chari- 
table, shall we deny or conceal what Christ 
hath said ? Shall we not rather, out of 
very charity and love to men's souls, cry 
aloud and spare not, if perchance we may 
awaken them betimes to flee from the 
wrath to come ? For in truth it is no cha- 
rity to hide danger, but rather to reveal it, 
and show men the way of escape. 

If my house be on fire and I am asleep, 
is it not the kindest thing to awaken me, 
it may be roughly, and then to bring the 
fire-escape close up to the window ? 

Is it not the same in the case of those 
yet asleep in their sins ? 
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Who is the truest friend of such ? If 
you will, rock men to sleep in their dream 
of Talse security, speak smooth things and 
prophesy deceits, hide from them the awful 
character of sin and its terrible conse- 
quences, put out of sight the holiness of 
God and the truth that He is, a consuming 
fire, and will by no means clear the guilty 
— tell men that future punishment is re- 
medial and but for a time, and that there 
is a dawn of hope beyond the grave — tell 
them all this, and it may be you will be 
reckoned a man for the day, and crowds 
will flock around you, and men will laud 
you to the skies for escaping from the 
trammels of a worn-out superstition. 

But, after all, the vengeance of God 
against impenitent sinners will still remain ; 
and it may be that, in a coming day, not a 
few shall be found to have perished eter- 
nally through such teaching, who might, 
under God, have been persuaded, " by the 
terrors of the Lord," to seek a hope that 
maketh not ashamed. 

Who is the true friend of the sinner? 
Not the man who deludes men to their 
undoing by false hopes, but the majsx \aV^o 
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declares boldly the whole counsel of God. 
It is he who keeps back nothing, but tells 
of death and hell and judgment to come, 
in such unmistakable language that the 
sinner may take warning and turn to God. 
It is he who, in tenderness of spirit, re- 
membering his own deserts, remembering 
his own past condition, with a tear in the 
eye and with compassion in the heart, be- 
seeches men no longer to delay, or to risk 
the doom which awaits the unsaved. 

" But the fear of hell cannot convert the 
soul/' 

No : of itself it cannot ; but it may 
awaken a man to think where he is going. 
In numberless cases it has touched a care- 
less, hard-hearted sinner, and bid him stop 
and consider his ways. It has shown him 
the peril of sin, and has been a first step 
in the narrow path. It is one motive out 
of many that God employs, both in the 
conversion of sinners, and in keeping His 
own in the way of life. It is one motive, 
and we want every one. Each is useful in 
its place, to aid us in the great battle with 
the powers of darkness. 

" Behold the goodness ;itvd the severity 
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of God ! " Not one alone, but both. Be- 
hold His marvellous goodness and loving- 
kindness I See the riches of His forbear- 
ance and longsuffering : not willing that 
any should perish. Long doth He wait 
for the sinner's return ; in His endless 
compassion sending His messengers to 
warn, to entreat, to beseech him to forsake 
the road that leadeth to destruction. Un- 
speakable is His tender love in giving His 
well-Beloved to suffer and to die, and thus 
to provide a full atonement for the sin of 
the world. Behold the goodness of God, in 
all that He has done for man's salvation ! 
But forget not the other side. Behold His 
just severity! Behold His judgments on 
the fallen angels — on the old world, on the 
cities of the plain I Read the story of 
Israel to the final destruction of Jeru- 
salem. Study the solemn threatenings 
revealed against all ungodliness of men. 
Look on to the great assize, and hear the 
word of the Judge: "Depart, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels." 

Behold them both, and believe both ! 
Then ask yourself. Which is mine'? K\xv\ 
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safe in the ark of God's salvation ? Am I 
sheltered beneath the atoning- blood ? Am 
I the temple of the Holy Ghost ? Am I 
walking in the fear and love of God ? 

Do not leave these questions unsettled. 
If you want true peace here, you must have 
the matter of your eternal interests fixed on 
a sure basis: you must be prepared for what- 
ever may lie before you, and be able to 
fall back on the everlasting consolation 
which is the portion of God's people. If 
not, how can you meet calmly "the changes 
and chances of this mortal life" ? 

Trials and troubles come not by chance. 
Whatever the instrument, they are per- 
mitted of God, to teach us precious lessons. 
All flesh is but grass : all the glory of man 
but as the flower of grass. Health, youth, 
home happiness, property, life itself is not 
to be depended upon. A passing wind 
blows upon it, and it is gone. But in the 
midst of all the Word of God stands sure. 
The promise faileth never. God is our 
Refuge and Strength. In Christ is un- 
shaken security, and life and glory and 
immortality. To those who are in Him 
aii things work togelh^r for good, and 
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nothing can harm those who lean on His 
almighty arm. Therefore be wise in time. 
Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all else that is for your 
true welfare shall be added unto you. 

Let each one who would know the power 
and grace of the Spirit remember that this 
precious boon is in the hand of our glori- 
fied and exalted King. Christ sends to 
us the Comforter from the Father : "He 
has gone up on high. ... He has received 
gifts for men, yea, even for the rebellious, 
that the Lord God might dwell among 
them." 

None shall ask this gift in vain. Even 
sinners and rebels shall know this grace, if 
only they will turn and seek it. The cold- 
est, dullest heart may yet be all alight 
with the Saviour's love. The one all on 
fire with earthly passions may yet be filled 
with the pure fire of zeal for God and 
compassion for man. 

Remember, too, the largeness of the gift. 
The language of the promise implies it : 
** He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire," We are not to look 
merely for a spark of this heavetvly fvx^\ 
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but for a " baptism " — z, pouring out ia 
rich abundance. Remember the fire on 
Elijah's sacrifice. When the prophet had 
set it in order and prayed in faith, the fire 
fell, and fell abundantly : " The fire of the 
Lord fell, and consumed the burnt-sacrifice, 
and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, 
and licked up the water that was in the 
trench." 

Here was a baptism of fire. It came 
with mighty power, and was plain and 
evident to all who saw it. 

Let us ask in like measure the baptism 
of the Spirit. Let us ask it for ourselves, 
for our families, for our congregations, for 
our Church of England, for our country, 
and for the Church of Christ in distant 
lands. 

Let us take no refusal. Let us trust 
and believe. Let us be of good cheer, re- 
membering those other words from the 
lips of Christ: "If ye, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give to them that ask Him ?" 

But whilst we ask this gift, let us not 
/leg-Ject to do our part. It is our duty to 
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stir up the fire and heap on more fuel, and 
so watch against spiritual declension. The 
fire on the hearth, however bright for a 
time, must go out unless the means are 
used to keep it up. It is thus with the fire 
of the Spirit. To the permanence and in- 
crease of spiritual life our own diligence is 
essential. We must cultivate Christian 
fellowship. We must be constant in prayer 
and in meditation on the Word. We must 
love to frequent the table of the Lord. 
We must ever be at work for the Master ; 
for, whilst we work for Him, He will work 
in us the more abundantly by His Spirit. 

And we must take heed lest we quench 
the Spirit. Don't put out the fire by per- 
mitting the spirit of the world to take 
possession of your heart. Beware of doubt- 
ful amusements and of all wilful sin I 

" Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption." 

Spirit of purity and grace, 

Our weakness pitying see ; 
And make our hearts Thy dwelling-place, 
And meet for Thee. 
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NAILED TO THE DOORPOST. 

'T^HERE is a blessing prepared for those 
who are faithful as doorkeepers in the 
Lord's house. Hence a king could once 
say, " I had rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God, than to dwell in the 
tents of wickedness" (Ps. Ixxxiv. lo). 
There is a blessing prepared for those who 
wait at God's door, to learn of Him, and 
to do His bidding. Hence it is written of 
Him, the true Wisdom : "Blessed is the 
man that heareth Me, watching daily at My 
gates, waiting at the posts of My doors" 
(Prov. viii. 34). 

But there is a blessing still greater, it 
seems to me, for those who are '* nailed to 
Chrisfs doorpost" The expression tells of 
steadfast, firm, unshaken allegiance and 
devotedness to Christ. In the year of re- 
lease amongst the Jews, whoever would 
might quit the service of his master. He 
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was free to go out whithersoever he would. 
But the choice was given him : he might 
stay if he chose to do so. Perchance he 
loved his master and his service, and was 
happier with him than he could be else- 
where ; perchance he felt that liberty would 
be a poor exchange for the quietness and 
peace and comfort he enjoyed beneath his 
master's roof. It might be also that he had 
other ties. He might have wife and chil- 
dren, who were regarded as his master's 
property. But for whatever cause, if he 
desired it, he might give himself for ever 
to remain faithful to his master. In this 
case there was a peculiar ceremony. He 
must openly declare his purpose. He must 
say plainly, "I love my master, my wife, and 
my children : I will not go out free. Then 
his master shall bring him to the judges: 
he shall also bring him to the door or to 
the doorpost: he shall bore through his ear 
with an awl, and he shall serve him for ever." 
Thus was the servant " 7iailed to the 
doorpost'' in token of everlasting fidelity. 
He would cleave to his master in faithful- 
ness and love. He would be true to him, 
even to the end, and never forsake the 
•home and the service which he Voved, 

1 
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I know not how many availed them- 
selves of this provision, perhaps not very 
many. There are too many causes of un- 
pleasantness, even in the happiest home ; 
so that it is not likely many were willing 
so completely to yield themselves to any 
earthly master. 

But I take it as an illustration of the 
spirit of the true-hearted Christian. He 
iis '* nailed to the doorpost ; " he is given 
:up for ever to be Christ's. His great 
desire is to be faithful unto death. He 
desires to be bound, hand and foot, with 
the cords and bands of Christ's love. His 
heart is fixed. His mind is set on bearing 
the yoke and carrying the burden of Him 
who loved him. 

Whosoever may tempt him to turn aside, 
whoever may wish to allure to a false 
liberty, to go forth into the world's high- 
way unshackled by the gentle restraints of 
Christ, he hearkens not, nor consents. His 
choice is made. He is firm as a rock ; he 
has set his face like a flint. To every temp- 
tation, to every one who would beguile 
him, he saith plainly, " I love my master; 
I will not go out free ! " 

I will state a few reasons which the 
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Christian gives for this determination. I 
trust that they express the secret musings 
and resolves of many who read this little 
book. I trust they may stir up the pure 
mind of many believers by way of remem- 
brance, and thus strengthen their hands m 
God. Yea, and I will pray that they may 
awaken some readers to see the blessed- 
ness of Christ's service, and thus lead them, 
through the Spirit's grace, to choose that 
good part which shall not be taken from 
them. 

" I LOVE MY Master ... I will not 

GO OUT FREE." 

Tell me, why not ? Why not follow the 
track in which others walk ? Why should 
you abridge your own liberty, and be so 
strict and careful in your life ? Why not 
pluck by the way a few handfuls of the 
vine of Sodom. Why not choose the path 
of self-indulgence and worldly pleasure? 

Hearken to me, and I will tell you. I 
have good reason for my choice. Judge 
what I say; and if my choice be a wise 
one, will you not make it yours ? 

I. If I cast off the yoke of Christy to what 
better master can I go ? I must. Vv^."^^ ot^^ 
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master or another; man cannot be inde- 
pendent. But where shall I find a better 
than Christ ? I look all around this cold 
world — I look above, beneath — and if I 
forsake Christ, I may well ask, " To whom 
shall I go ? " 

" Whither, ah, whither shall I go, — 

A wretched wanderer from my Ldjfd? 
Can this dark world of sin and woe 
One glimpse of happiness afford? " 

ft 

Shall I take the prince of darkness as 
my master ? What is he but " a liar " and 
*• a murderer " ? (John viii. 44). Does he 
not first deceive and then destroy the souls 
of all who serve him ? I remember one 
whom he persuaded to forsake Christ for a 
few pieces of silver ; but the money burnt 
into his very soul, and he was obliged to 
cast it away, and in terrible remorse for his 
apostasy he went out and destroyed him- 
self. 

Shall I take sin for my master? But 
the wages are unrest, and shame and sorrow 
here, and death hereafter. Shall I choose 
the world, and hearken to its alluring and 
enticing voice .^ Shall I make a god of 
money, or business, or high position, or 
human praise, or augVvt else it may offer 
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me ? I may know beforehand what the 
issue will be. I have read of one who had 
a motto engraven on a ring, which he would 
look at as a word of guidance both in pros- 
perity and adversity : ^^ And thisy too, shall 
pass away!' Ah, so it will be with all I 
might gain ! Oftentimes disappointment 
would blight the fairest prospect ; and 
however bright for a season it might be, it 
could but prove as a summer s day, soon 
to be followed by the chilling winds and 
storms of autumn. No, no : I can find no 
better master than Christ, and . to Him 
will I cleave. Satan and sin, the world and 
the flesh, can give me nothing satisfying, 
nothing abiding. But all I want is in Jesus. 
" / love my Master . . . / will not go out 
fr^er 

II. I would be faithful to Christ, because 
He is Himself so infinitely worthy of my 
love and service. 

Angels, who know Him far better thaa 
I can, rejoice to worship Him and to do 
His bidding. He is a glorious King, riding 
on to victory, clad in the robe of zeal and 
righteousness. All power is committed 
unto Him, and He will reign {ot ev^t ^xv^ 
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ever. And His character is as glorious as 
His kingly majesty. All excellences meet 
in Him. There is no grace or virtue which 
I have ever seen in a fellow-Christian, but 
shines forth pre-eminently in Him. He is 
so meek, and gentle, and patient, and for- 
bearing ; He is so full of kindness and 
pity and tender considerateness for the 
sorrowful and tried ; He is so holy and 
faithful and true ; He is so compassionate 
to the fallen, and so ready to forgive the 
sinner who comes to Him. 

All this binds me to Him, and makes 
me love His service. It is only those who 
love Him not who refuse to serve Him. 
Their eyes are blinded that they cannot 
see the glory that shines forth in Him, 
But He has manifested Himself to me. 
He has sent me His Spirit, and enabled 
me to discern a few rays of His glory, as 
the eternal Son of God and as the lowly 
Son of Mary. Therefore I will abide with 
Him. When the Queen of Sheba had 
seen the royal state of King Solomon, 
and heard his wisdom, she could exclaim, 
" Happy are these thy servants, that stand 
continually before thee " (i Kings x.) But 
fa,r happier am I to statvd \i^^ox^ Ni^t^^ YL\\n.^ 
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of Heaven, Great is my privilege, to be 
permitted to serve Him whom all the inha- 
bitants of heaven worship and adore. 

in. / will cleave to Christy because He 
hath shown me such constant tokens of His 
loving-kindness. 

The Jewish servant would be drawn to 
his master if he could look back on a long 
course of tender consideratenesS. If he 
had received year after year fresh proofs of 
his master's thoughtful affection, he would 
be loth to leave one who had thus dealt with 
him. But what shall I say of the Master's 
goodness to me } Hath He not laid down . 
His life for my sake, as a sacrifice for my 
sin } I hear His voice pleading with me • 
" Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends." 
Hath He not broken the hard tyranny of 
the Prince of Darkness? Hath He not 
set me free from the yoke of evil ? Hath 
He not forgiven me ten thousand times 
ten thousand sins, and wrapped me round 
with His beauteous white robe ? Hath He 
not given me sure and precious promises 
on which I may ever rely } Hath He not 
brought me graciously throu^^v rcv^tv^ ^ 
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gloomy vale of trouble ? Hath He not 
restored me when I fell ? Hath He not 
heard my feeble cry of distress when I 
knew not whither I could turn ? And for 
all these tokens of His love shall I not 
praise Him, and serve Him more and more? 
Centuries ago, the aged Polycarp, when 
asked to blaspheme the name of Christ 
or else suffer a cruel death, exclaimed, 
" Eighty • and six years have I served 
Christ, and He hath done me nothing but 
good : how shall I, then, blaspheipe my 
Lord and Master ? " Another, in later days, 
General Havelock, could say, " More than 
thirty years I have served Christ, and no 
man ever had so good a Master, or so 
kind a friend." And I can take up the 
same strain. Every year has proved His 
mercy and His truth : hence I will cleave 
to Him still. "O Lord, truly I am Thy 
servant. . . , Thou hast broken my bonds. 
, • . What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all His benefits toward me } I will take 
the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord " (Ps. cxvi.) | 

IV. / will cleave to Christ, because tJie 
service itself is such a hlezszd, and jo^/fu^ one. 
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• 

When the subjects of Rehoboam sought 
of him a lightening of their burdens, 
he answered them roughly : " My father 
made your yoke heavy, but I will add 
to your yoke : my father chastised you 
with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions." No wonder, hearing 
such words, that they forsook him, and 
sought one who would offer an easier 
service. 

But what saith Christ of His service ? 
" Learn of Me ; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For My yoke is easy and My burden is 
light " (Matt. xi. 28, 29). And what Christ 
said is found true by experience. His 
service is perfect freedom. In keeping 
His commandments there is great reward, 
even now. What doth He ever bid me 
do, but that which is for my true profit 
and welfare t He bids me live soberlv, 
righteously, and godly in this present 
world; He bids me abstain from every 
sin, and in doing so He keeps me from 
many sorrows. He bids me watch and 
pray ; He bids me cultivate every Christian 
grace and virtue; He would have t^^ 
humWe, holy, self-denying ; H^ v^oxA^ 
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have me patient and contented, gentle 
and forgivino^, courteous and genuine, un- 
selfish and full of charity ; He would call 
me to follow in the footsteps of His own 
most holy life ; He would remind me of 
the duty of praise and gratitude, and have 
me frequently lift my heart above the pre- 
sent evil world to my Father in Heaven. 

And what is there in all this but that 
which is reasonable and blessed, and brings 
happiness to myself as well as unto others? 
Since, therefore, the service of Christ is so 
honourable, so fitted to draw forth all the 
higher powers of my soul, and so rich 
in present comfort and blessing, I have 
another reason why I should never forsake 
it. Nay, I will never leave this service ; 
but I pray God that I may serve Christ 
more and more. May I freely yield all I 
have to Him, and with a joyful heart do 
all His holy will 1 

V, / will cleave to Christy because I think 
of my companions in His service. 

In some cases the Jewish servant had 

a wife and, perhaps, children who were 

reckoned as belonging to his master, and 

so there was an addvlvotv^ X\tC«. \i\v^ he 



Counsels on the Christian Life. 139 

should not leave the home. He loved 
his master, but he also dearly loved his 
kindred, and therefore he willingly tarried. 
Here, too, I see that which binds me still 
closer to my Master. I love to think I am 
one with all the people of God. Whilst 
truly serving Christ I am one with all 
the excellent of the earth who have ever 
lived, or who are living now. 

" For all the servants of our King 
In heaven and earth are one." 

I am in the same service to which Abel, 
and Enoch, and Noah, and Abraham, 
and all the patriarchs belonged. I have 
prophets and apostles and martyrs for 
my companions. David and Isaiah and 
Elijah, Peter and Paul, and all the faith- 
ful ones in the early Church, with all who 
have truly loved Christ in every age : 
these are my kinsmen and brethren in the 
Master's household. And shall not this 
thought encourage me in the trials I have 
to meet with ? Through conflict and op- 
position they won their crown, and so 
must I. I will share with them the re- 
proach of Christ, and with them I shall 
share the kingdom. Yes, as I think of 
my companions in Christ's service, ^'^ \ 



\ 
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think of an innumerable company of 
angels, of the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and the great multitude which 
no man can number, gathered out of all 
nations and people and tongues, I rejoice 
to be one with them in the obedience and 
love of Christ. 

VI. / will cleave to Christy because He 
gives me such Iielp in my work, 

"I used to work single-handed, but 
now I have a Partner, and He lightens 
my load for me," said one who told of the 
happiness he found in bearing Christ's 
yoke. And I find this is the case with 
me. He often humbles me and brings 
me low ; He often shows me how utterly 
helpless I am in myself: but in due 
season He always draws near to assist 
and strengthen me. As my day so is my 
strength. He never leaves me long to 
my own weakness. When my foot is 
slipping He upholds me ; when I am cast 
down He lifts me up ; when I have failed 
He readily and freely forgives ; when I 
have a cross to bear. He puts His own 
shoulder beneath the burden. He goes. 
^ith. ipie to tny wotk ^x^^ ^X.^'wi^ by my 
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side all the while. When He sees me 
overtaxing my strength, He bids me 
rest for a season in His loving presence. 
He works in me both to will and to do 
of His good pleasure. He sends me His 
blessed Spirit, the Comforter, to be my 
Teacher and my Sanctifier ; He cheers me 
with the promises of His grace, and every 
trouble that I put into His hand He 
undertakes on my behalf. 

I read of Pharaoh giving heavy tasks 
to the children of Israel and refusing 
them straw to make brick. But very 
differently doth Christ act. He appoints 
me no work for which He will not pro- 
vide the help I need in the doing of it. 
And though my work seems hard some- 
times, my sorrows great, because my faith 
is so small, yet the more I look to Him, 
and trust in Him, the lighter shall I feel 
the load to be. Therefore I will go 
happily on my way, and as I go I will 
hearken to His word of encouragement: 
'* Fear thou not ; for I am with thee : 
be not dismayed ; for I am thy God : I 
will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of My rig-hteousness" (Isa. xW. \cS^. 
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VII, / will cleave to Christy because His 
service has such a blessed issue. 

Whatever I may have to bear on earth, 
let me look to the end. What is there 
yet before me ? Let me hear His promise: 
"If any man serve Me, let him follow 
Me ; and where I am, there shall also My 
servant be: if any man serve Me, him 
will My Father honour'' (John xii. 26). 
A few more years or months of service, 
and then cometh the glorious rest and 
the everlasting mansions. I know not 
what the joy of the future will be, but I 
know that it will eclipse all my expecta- 
tions. It will be brighter far than heart 
ever conceived. I might picture to my- 
self the happiest hour I ever ^pent in 
the sense of Christ's presence, and in 
company with His people ; I might think 
of the joy it would be if all the sin 
and wretchedness of the world around 
were past ; I might think of the privilege 
of mingling only with those who delighted 
in the service of Christ : and all this there 
will, in fullest measure, be in the home 
of the saints, and infinitely more. There- 
fore, when weary and toil-worn, I will 
think of my home above. 
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* ' I have a home above, 

From sin and sorrow free ; 
A mansion which eternal love 
Designed and fonned for me. 

•' My Father's gracious hand 
Hath built this sweet abode : 
From everlasting it was planned, 
My dwelling-place with God." 

Hence for every season I must be 
faithful and steadfast in serving Christ. 
It is no less my happiness than it is my 
bounden duty. I owe it to Him for all 
that He has done, and all that He has 
engaged to do for me. It shall be my 
joy on earth, and my joy in the celestial 
city, faithfully to serve my Saviour and 
my King. 

But how may I show my faithfulness } 
How may I prove my fixed determination 
to serve the Master. 

I must be steadfast to the claims of His 
truth. His honour is bound up in the 
truth which is proclaimed in His Word. 
I must be jealous for its integrity and 
its purity. The living water of truth 
must not be marred by human traditions. 
We must keep it pure and without alloy 
of error. When the soldiers were passing 
through Abyssinia, a tube-well w^s vc^- 



\ 
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vented, which drew up the water only 
from the deep cool springs beneath. None 
of the hot surface-water could mingle 
with it. Even so we must take heed to 
receive the truth pure and fresh as from 
the eternal spring. All human additions 
we must determinately reject. AH ideas 
of a priestly caste, all teachings of the 
necessity of confession in private to 
Christ's ministers, all doctrines involv- 
ing a sacrifice in the Lord's Supper, or 
a presence in the elements, or eucharistic 
adoration, — everything of this kind is so 
completely opposed to the letter and spirit 
of the New Testament, that on no con- 
sideration must we ever embrace or adopt 
it. Neither must we cast aside one of 
the great doctrines of the faith, as re- 
vealed in Scripture and so clearly laid 
down in our creeds, 

" We must put away all these old- 
fashioned notions. I want a common- 
sense religion," wais said to me not many 
months ago. But will a " common-sense " 
religion be enough to meet the needs of 
the soul ? Will " common-sense " relieve 
a guilty conscience, or show me how my 
sins can be blotted out*^ Will " common- 
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sense " renew my sinful nature and fit me 
to live with God ? Will " common-sense " 
support me in the hour of death, and give 
a sure hope of glory beyond the skies? 
Nay : I want Divine Wisdom for this. I 
want Incarnate Wisdom — the very Son of 
God, who was born, and lived, and died, 
and rose again to bring salvation to the 
lost The Son of God becoming the Son 
of man; His atonement. His mediation, 
His coming glory — all this, revealed in the 
wisdom of God, I require to meet the needs 
of my soul. I must therefore be steadfast 
to the truth as it is in Jesus. I must not 
swerve to the right hand or to the left. I 
must not add to the Word, nor diminish 
from it. I must keep in its plain simple 
path of Scripture doctrine and revelation. 

Moreover, I must be steadfast in obedience 
to His precepts. Whatever He saith to me, 
I must do it. I must yield to no sin, nor 
willingly omit any duty that He has laid 
before me. I must especially remember 
the supreme importance of forbearing 
charity and unselfish love. " The end of 
the commandment is love ; " therefore I 
must ever be showing forth on all around 
the power oi this heavenly grace. 
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I must be steadfast in the work of His 
vineyard. Souls are to be won, sinners to 
be warned, believers to be edified. Little 
ones are to be gathered into the fold ; and 
sick and sorrowing ones to be comforted 
by the voice of kindly counsel. 

I must be steadfast in bearing the cross 
of trial and suffering, Jesus knows all I 
may have to pass through. He knows the 
bitterness of the cup I may have to drink, 
the anxious load I have day by day to 
carry ; and therefore I must be quiet and 
still, and yield to His wise discipline. I 
must not fret, and rebel, and repine ; but 
commit my way to Him who doeth all 
things well. 

And that I may be able to do this, I 
must be steadfast in faith. I must trust 
Him utterly, trust Him constantly, and 
trust Him for ever. 

* * Trust in Jesus all the day, 
Trust in Jesus all the way : 
Trust in Him whate'er befall, 
Trust in Jesus Christ for all." 

I learnt a helpful lesson lately from 

Alison's History of Europe. He frequently 

dwells on the great importance of an army 

securing its communications. Aa enemy 
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will often make the greatest efforts to 
break the line, so that an army may be 
cut off in case of disaster, or be unable 
to receive fresh supplies. Napoleon by 
this means, by a sudden passage over 
the Great St. Bernard, drove the Austrians 
out of Italy, and compelled them to 
evacuate a dozen important fortresses. So 
that it is all-important for a General, in 
every case, to maintain tfie line of communis 
cation. To lose this is to forfeit every- 
thing. 

The application is easy to ourselves. 
Our great enemy is ever busy to separate 
us from our source of strength. If he can 
break down our faith and confidence in 
Christ, he has us in his power ; but we 
must never permit this. We must keep 
open tite line at all hazards. In falls and 
backslidings, we must humble ourselves in 
the dust, but yet flee to Christ. In cares 
and distresses, we must run to Him and 
not from Him. When the battle seems to 
be going against us for the moment, we 
must fall back upon our base of strength 
and hope. We must turn still to Christ, and 
say to Him, "Be Thou my strong habvt^.- 
Won, whereunto I may continuaWy t^sox'^r 
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Thus can we never be finally over- 
thrown. Our supplies in Christ can never 
be exhausted. All power in heaven and 
in earth is in His hand. And whatever 
from this moment we may fear or feel, in 
Christ at least we shall be more than 
conquerors. 

I cannot close without a few words to 
those who are serving other masters, or, 
at least, who have not given themselves 
unreservedly to Christ. Perhaps you are 
attempting a divided service, serving Christ 
a little, but the world far more ; perhaps 
you are halting and undecided ; you would 
have the Saviour's reward, but will not 
part with the world's vanities. Or perhaps 
you are quite decided, but on the wrong 
side. You are a servant of sin, and you 
have no part or lot in Christ. Whichever 
it be, Christ looks upon you as a stranger 
to Him, and as yet serving in the ranks of 
the adversary. 

But what shall I counsel you to do? 

Change masters this very day. Cast off the 

yoke of sin and give yourself up to Christ 

iJenounce the world, the flesh, and the 

deviJ, and ask t\\e l^otd ^^?»w^ \.Ci \.'^^ Y^" 
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as you are, to forgive all that is past, and 
to help you to serve Him aright. There 
is no need to wait. Christ will take you 
without a c/taracter, if you honestly yield 
yourself to Him. He will take you with- 
out a character, for though there be 
nothing good whatever to be said for you, 
yet He will freely save and bless and help 
you, and teach you how to get a character 
which will follow you to a better world. 
Humble yourself at His footstool, and 
come to Him even now. Why should 
another year, another week, another day 
be wasted in a service that cannot profit ? 
What can other masters give you but 
shame, sorrow, unrest, death? Think of 
the dark, dark abyss into which the sinner 
casts himself by his impenitence and un- 
belief! Think of the bright abode of 
saints for all who have loved and followed 
Christ Which will be yours ? Why not 
the latter ? Think, too, of the blessedness 
of spending a lifetime in honouring Christ 
and doing His will. Think of the sad loss 
of those who fail to improve this privilege. 
Who shall tell the bitter regret of many a 
dear child of God that so long a time has 
been lost before engaging in. t\\^ \-.otSl^ 
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service. I remember one speaking to the 
young, and exhorting them early to give 
themselves to Christ, and then telling them 
how he mourned that he had passed just 
half the lifetime of man before beginning 
to live indeed, 

I may mention another case. And I do 
so because I believe that the one to whom 
I refer would have been glad in any way 
to have influenced the young in speedy 
decision for Christ. Not many months 
have passed since a young lady went 
home to be with Christ. I would that the 
readers of this little book could have seen 
her in her last days, and learnt the precious 
and solemn lessons they were calculated to 
teach. She came to the Saviour, and com- 
mitted her soul to His care. " Only trust 
Him " was a lesson deeply graven on her 
heart. Three short texts written out for 
her some time previously were also very 
helpful to her. 

" Jesus only." 

" Be not afraid ; only believe/* 

"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever.*' 

But it seemed to me as if in her last 
days two deep rivers w^te flowing side by 
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side. The one was her exceeding joy and 
comfort in Christ's mercy, and the hope of 
His kingdom. Many, many prayers had 
been offered for her, and they were abun- 
dantly answered. Her countenance was 
radiant with joy and the sense of Christ's 
presence. Friends around were weeping ; 
but she could look up, and speak with hope 
of the future. Except when overpowered 
by pain and difficulty in breathing, she 
could even smile at that which once had 
been such a dread to her. She could say, 
"Jesus is holding my hand all the time. 
I was so frightened before ; and now I am 
not one bit afraid." 

But side by side with her joy there was 
also a very deep sorrow. She so greatly 
grieved that she had not sooner given 
herself to the Saviour. Again and again 
she spoke of it with tears. " / do so wish 
I had my life to give to Jesus^ after all He 
has done for me, I afn so troubled: I can 
only give Him my deathbed!' 

Truly in her sick-chamber she did witness 
for Christ. She sent many a message, and 
spoke many an earnest word of entreaty. 
She gave the little pocket-money that re- 
mained to herto purchase tracts', arvd ^t^-^^^^ 
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most fervently for every one who should 
read them. Still she grieved that the oppor- 
tunity was so short; and she never forgave 
herself for not sooner yielding up all to 
Christ* 

May each reader have the joy, and not 
the sorrow. Give up all to Jesus, and give 
it at once. Think of all He has done in 
dying for you ; and consecrate your whole 
life gladly to His service. Say to Him, 
*' Lord, had I a hundred lives instead of one, 
I would give all, and every moment of each 
to Thee, who hast loved and washed me in 
Thy blood, Otily do Thou strengthen me by 
Thy grace ; and I will be Thine — Thine 
now and for ever. Amen'' 

I would conclude with a hymn which I 
greatly value, and which suggested to me 
the subject of this address : — 

*' I love, I love my Master : 
I will not go out free ! 
He loves me, oh, so lovingly : 
He is so good to me ! 

** I love, I love my Master : 
He shed His blood for me, 
To ransom me from Satan's power, — 
From sin's hard slavery. 



(( 



I love, I love my Master : 
Oh, how He "woTVediox icv^\ 
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He worked out God's salvation, 
So great, so full, so free. 

*• My Master, oh, my Master, 
If I may work for Thee, 
And tell out Thy salvation. 
How happy shall I be ! 

** I know not, but my Master 
Will teach me what to do. 
Prepare the ground, point out the way. 
And work within me too. 

" * Take up the cross,' He bids me. 
And this for me He bare ; 
And while I wear His easy yoke» 
He meekly takes a share. 

*' I cannot leave my Master : 

His love has pierced my heart ; 
He binds me to Himself with love : 
He will not let me part. 

** I love, I love my Master : 
To Him alone I cling, 
For there is none like Jesus, 
My Saviour, Friend, and King. 

•' I love, I love my Master : 
I will not go out free ! 
He says His saints shall serve Him, 
And that my heaven shall be." 
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VII. 

ALL FOR CHRIST. 

THERE is an exquisite hymn of Chris- 
tian experience which tells of the 
writer's growth in grace. It testifies of 
an increasing sense of Christ's precious- 
ness. In the four verses four steps show 
the progress made : " All of self, and none 
of Thee;" "Some of self, and some of 
Thee;" "Less of self, and more of Thee." 
Then comes the blessed issue : — 

' ' Higher than the highest heaven, 
Deeper than the deepest sea : 
Lord, Thy love at last hath conquered ; 
Grant me now my soul's petition : 
None of self, and all of Thee." 

In another direction the Christian needs 

also to make progress. Not only " All of 

Christ " as the desired portion of the soul, 

but " All for Christ " as the aim we cherish 

in life. 
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It may be a profitable meditation. We 
can only enjoy the comfort and peace 
which Christ gives in proportion as we walk 
as He directs. If we desire to spend a happy, 
useful year, if we desire to meet the trials 
and the cares it may bring in quiet con- 
fidence and hope, we must not only rely 
upon the Saviour's all-sufficient grace, but 
carefully obey the precepts He hath given 
us. 

Doing this, we need not be afraid. Dark 
clouds may overshadow our path, disease 
and death may visit our homes, losses and 
bad debts and hard times and multiplied 
troubles may come upon us; but doing 
God's will, trusting in His never-failing 
Providence, relying upon His free grace 
and mercy in Christ, we are assured that 
He is with us, and will not fail us. 

Whate'er the year may bring, 

I calmly rest, 
Knowing that everything 

God does is best ; 
So my glad heart shall sing, 

Nor be distressed : 
Whate'er the year may bring, 

In God I rest. 

" All for Christ " is our motto. The 
Apostle Paul gives it in a fevj sXicWvw^ 
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words: "Whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks unto God and the Father by 
Him " (Col. iii. 17). 

We mark here that true Christian prin- 
ciple has universal sway and operation. It 
has deep foundations. It rests on the solid 
rock of revealed truth. It takes its stand 
on sound doctrine, the Divine Sonship, the 
atonement, the resurrection, the mediato- 
rial power and dignity of the Lord Jesus, 
on the renewing and regenerating grace of 
the Holy Ghost, as the source of all peace 
and consolation. But, resting here, as the 
ground of hope and security, the conscience 
purged through the sprinkled blood, the 
heart changed and the will moulded by 
the Spirit, the believer goes forward in a 
spirit of lively gratitude to carry into daily 
practice the lessons which grace has taught 
him. 

And in the obedience to be rendered 
there is no limitation. The precept is as 
broad as the promise. "Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in My Name, He will 
give it you." " All things, whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
TQCQ^iw^y Thus rutvs \.\v^ ^xomv^e. (John 
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xvi. 23 ; Matt. xxi. 22.) Exactly parallel 
runs the precept : "Whatsoeyer ye do . . . 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus ;" or 
again, " Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God" (i Cor. X. 31). On the one hand 
you have the "whatsoever" of promised 
good ; on the other, the " whatsoever " of 
obedience commanded. You have the 
" all things " given in love to the believer ; 
you have the " all things " to be performed 
out of gratitude according to God's will. 

So we see that the precept takes in the 
whole field of a Christian's life and duty. 
It covers every inch of ground. It distinctly 
bears on every act and word and thought, 
and on every moment of our time. It 
permits no exceptions. From our first 
waking thought in the morning to the 
last breath we draw ere we sleep at night, 
from the first day of January to the last 
day of December, and that of every year 
of our lives, till our course is run, — all is to 
be yielded, gladly and willingly, to the ser- 
vice of our King. 

" Business is business, work is work, reli- 
gion is religion," is the thought of some who 
profess and call themselves CVvt\s\.\^ti.^* '^o^. 
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so. Business is religion, work is religion^ 
our common every-day duties are religion, 
if only they be done as the Master bids us. 

A commercial traveller once gave me 
his idea on this subject. 

" Our clergyman comes out of a hot bed," 
said he, " and preaches on Sunday a sermon 
on our duty far higher than we can reach. 
So I listen to what he says, and then go 
back to my work on Monday remembering 
my chief duty is to provide for my wife and 
my family." 

There was a measure of truth in his 
words. I admit that the precepts of 
Christ are " far too high " for a man of 
the world. To do as Christ commands 
must be an intolerable bondage to one 
who has no lively faith, who knows nothing 
of Christ's love, nor has received the power 
and grace of the Holy Spirit* But it is not 
too high for one who is a Christian indeed. 
No aim can be too exalted for one who has 
been purchased by the blood of Christ, and 
who has yielded himself as a living sacri- 
fice to a Father in heaven. We dare not, 
to please man, lower the standard or lessen 
the responsibility which is laid upon us. 
We dare not, and we m\i?X wo\., tv^xx^^ the 
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limit of our service or the extent of our 
obedience. 

The standard which the Apostle gives 
reaches to every sphere and concerns every 
part of life. It touches the hidden world of 
the heart, and claims a control over every 
thought and motive and purpose. It comes 
to the little world of the family circle^ and is 
our guide as to all we should speak and do 
amidst children or servants or others about 
us. It follows us into the social world of 
friends and acquaintances, and is to control 
our pleasures and recreations, the amuse- 
ments we frequent, the books we read, and 
the company we choose. It pursues us to 
the world of business^ and takes note of our 
course of action in the shop, in the count- 
ing-house, in the market-place, or the ex- 
change. It does not leave us in the world 
of politics^ but marks how far, in the use of 
our influence, in giving a vote at an elec- 
tion, we have regard to the upholding of 
His truth, the preservation of His Sabbath, 
and the interests of His kingdom. In tlu 
religious worldvfe are still to be directed by 
the same precept. What worship we offer, 
what liberality we show, what labour we 
are willing to give, — all this is \.^k^Yv.va\R> 
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account by Him who searcheth the heart 
and knoweth all our ways. 

In fact, there is no part of our life that 
must be exempted from Christian prin- 
ciple. Business and recreation, social in- 
tercourse, the use of our money and our 
time, all we are, all we have, all we do or 
say must be for Christ, if we would be true 
to Him. We must never mark out one 
acre, or one square yard, or one inch of 
our life, and say in our heart, " Christ has 
nothing to do with this'' If we wilfully 
take one single moment of our lives, or 
one single act, or word, or thought out of 
the direct control of the fear and love of 
God, that moment, or act, or word, or 
thought is one of sin. 

But what is it to do all " in the name of 
Christ " ? Let us first look at it nega- 
tively. It teaches me that / must not act 
at random. Many are led by the impulse 
of the moment. They are driven hither 
and thither by every wind. To do this, 
is to be as a ship without the rudder, — 
sure one day to be cast on the rocks or the 
quicksands. It is to be as a carriage going 
down a hill without a hand to direct the 
horses. It is to be as a Uaia rushing on 
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without driver or guard, till some terrible 
collision or other accident brings it to a 
stop. 

Neither must I act as a child of the 
world. Just to be like those around them, 
to be no better and no worse, satisfies 
many. But to copy the customs and 
follow the standard of an evil world is far 
below the calling of a Christian. To set 
examples rather than follow them is his 
duty and privilege. To be a child of God 
"in the midst of a perverse and crooked 
generation," to shine as a light in the 
world, is the Master's plain command. 

Neither must I act merely as a good citi- 
zefiy a good neighbour^ a good husband^ or 
father^ or wife^ or child. To be exemplary 
in the family relationship brings a present 
reward. We can only be too thankful for 
those who act thus. Would that there were 
more who endeavoured to rise as high as 
this. 

But the Christian goes further. To do 
all in the name of Christ is to act in every- 
thing as one of Christ's disciples. It is to 
live as one who bears the name of Christ, 
a representative here below of the great 
Redeemer exalted to the ¥at\\^t's i\^c^ 
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hand. The living Christ is there in glory. 
But if you are His, He dwells in your 
heart by His Spirit, and you are to go 
forth into an evil world bearing His mark, 
guided by His Spirit, so that men may 
see in you, as in a glass, something of the 
Saviour's grace, and majesty, and glory. 
It is a very high standard, and there are 
none but come sadly short of it. But let 
us set it before us. Let us remember we 
are called to it Let us be content with 
nothing lower, and then we shall be as- 
sured that Christ is with us, and will in 
some measure enable us to attain as we 
desire. 

" Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus." 

Here is our aim. The main thought is, 
that in everything the Christian acts as a 
representative of Christ But in seven 
particulars the idea seems to branch out, 
and each one may assist the Christian in 
holy walking. 

I. Do all in the strength of Christ. 

From first to last, a Christian has no 

power in himself. He has no power to 

tQsist evil or rise \v\^\\^x, ox \.o fulfil a 
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single precept. As soon may a child two 
years old kill a roaring lion, as a Christian 
in his own strength conquer sin. Perhaps 
a man says about some particular fault 
or temptation, " I have no fear on that 
score ; " but it is not at all unlikely a few 
weeks after he may have to lament his 
self-confidence. Or perhaps a man says, 
" That is not one of my weak point3," and 
he glories that in that direction there is 
no likelihood of his falling. But whether 
it be our weak point or our strong point, 
there is no security except in lowly trust 
in the Saviour. Moses was meek ; but he 
was angry with the people, and spake un- 
advisedly with his lips, and so was never 
permitted to enter Canaan. Hezekiah 
had been a faithful and devoted servant of 
God ; but when God left him to try him, 
he soon fell into evil. But depend con- 
tinually on the grace of the Lord Jesus, 
and you will conquer. ** Be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of His might." 

A working man had followed Christ for 
twenty years, but he found the glass of 
beer was getting too strong a hold of him. 
It was a great struggle with him what he 
should do; but he wisely determ\tv^d., ^"^ 
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the only safe remedy, to give it up alto- 
gether. But he found it harder work even 
than beginning to serve Christ at first. 
Friends did not understand his being so 
particular, and he found it rather hard 
crossing " the Bridge of Sneers," and get- 
ting up " Opposition Hill." One day, 
however, he took up an old hymn-book, 
and his eye lighted on this verse — 

** Let not my heart despond and say, 
How shall I stand the trying day ? 
He hath declared by firm decree, 
That ' As thy day, thy strength shall be.' " 

The words cheered his heart and sent 
him on his way rejoicing, and ever since 
he has been thankful for the help thus 
afforded him. If you wish to overcome, re- 
member the secret. It is by ever clinging 
to the strong One. " I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me" 
(Phil. iv. 13). 

II. Do all out of love to Christ. 

Here is to be our motive. Love makes 

duty light. Love makes toil and labour 

pleasant. Love sweetens the bitter cup, 

and makes self-denial easy. A spirit of 

grateful love c\\at\ges ^Jcl^ O^-ax^sit^t of 
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everything we have to do. Hence cherish 
the sacred flame. " Let the love of Christ 
constrain you." Think of all He is, how 
infinitely worthy of the love of man and 
angels. Think of all that He has done for 
you by His life and His death. Think of 
His everlasting love to you, now pleading for 
you, watching over you, guiding your foot- 
steps, delivering you from dangers on the 
right hand and on the left, and preparing a 
home for you in His kingdom above. 
Look for the Spirit to stir up within you 
perpetually the remembrance of His love. 
Come to His table that you may be the 
more quickened in the knowledge of His 
exceeding great love and tender mercy. 
Pray that your heart may be " hot with 
the love of Christ;" so shall your life 
praise Him, and show forth what He hath 
done for you. 

Once earthly joy I craved, 

Sought peace and rest ; 
Now Thee alone I seek : 

Give what is best ! 
This all my prayer shall be, 
More love, O Christ, to Thee. 
More love to Thee ! 

in. Do 2Xifor the glory of Christ. 
The passage, Col. iii. 17, " Do ^W vaNJc^^ 
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name of the Lord Jesus," is well explained 
by the parallel passage in i Cor. x. 31 : 
" Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or 
whatever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God/' The leading idea seems also pre- 
cisely the same. Whatever is done, even 
in the commonest matters of life, the food 
we eat, our conduct at the breakfast table 
or the dinner table, is to be for the glory 
of the Father and the Son. We must 
seek grace that " to live " may be " Christ, 
that He may be magnified in our bodies, 
whether by life or death " (Phil. 1. 20, 21) ; 
that " the name of the Lord Jesus may be 
glorified in us " (2 Thess. i. 12). 

Here is the very highest aim it is pos- 
sible for man to cherish. No angel or 
archangel before the throne can rise to a 
loftier height. " To glorify God, and to 
enjoy Him for ever," is heaven on earth and 
heaven above. And this one desire will 
simplify a Christian's life, and give to it a 
unity and a beauty which nothing else 
could yield. Men are often swayed hither 
and thither by a variety of motives, some- 
times in a right direction, and sometimes 
the very reverse. Passion, or pleasure, or 
5eif-in terest, or a \dtvd\7 fc^Uu^ toward 
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another, or the desire for man's praise or 
favour, or the reproof of an uneasy con- 
science, will actuate them in turns, so that 
there is no consistency about their con- 
duct. 

But let a man ever set this before him : 
" What will most honour my King ? What 
will bring glory to Him, in the world? 
What will advance His kingdom ? This I 
must do." Let a man follow an object 
like this, and it will give a fixedness, a 
steadfastness to his walk, which will prove 
greatly in the end for his own true peace. 
It will at once solve many a difficulty, and 
direct a man in the course he should pur- 
sue. I would take the case of a national 
sin, which is a hindrance to all good work. 
Take the matter of the intemperance that 
prevails. Shall I be satisfied with being 
sober and temperate, and leave others to 
go on in the old paths ? Or, shall I deny 
myself and take a hearty interest in the 
Temperance movement ; and, it may be, 
for the sake of others, give up my own 
pleasure and be a total abstainer, that I 
may be the more able to rescue the fallen ? 

** To do all for the glory of Christ " will 
probably bring an immediate d^cv^vot^ 'va. 
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such a question. Self and ease and luxury 
will be sacrificed, and Christ will be 
honoured. 

In many other matters the same motive 
will afford the guidance that is needful. 
Two courses of action are open to a Chris- 
tian. TheVe are strong reasons on each side, 
and both are lawful. Which shall be fol- 
lowed.^ For example, a young man is 
choosing his vocation for life. A door is 
open for great advantage in business, or 
in some secular profession, but a desire 
is awakened for the ministry of Christ's 
Church. But in this latter there may seem 
but little prospect of promotion. It may 
be that for many years the slender stipend 
of a curate may be all he may obtain. 
What shall be the choice } In his earlier 
life, Dean M'Neile had something of this 
difficulty. Large property from a relative 
with the probability of high advancement 
at the bar, offered on the one side ; on the 
other, the loss of a fortune, and far less ap- 
parent likelihood of temporal advantage. 
But he chose the latter, and great was. his 
reward in the honour God bestowed upon 
him in being so useful a champion of His 
truth. 
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In many similar cases — in the choice of 
friends, in the arrangement of our house- 
holds, in the disposal of our time — we shall 
never err if we act in the same spirit. We 
shall never regret hereafter what we have 
done ^^for the glory of Christ!' 

IV. Do all to please Christ 

This is closely connected with acting for 
the glory of Christ ; but it has a distinct- 
ness which it is well to bear in mind. It is 
strongly brought out by the Apostle Paul, 
in speaking of the Christian being a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ : " No man that 
warreth entangleth himself with the affairs 
of this life ; that he may please Him who 
hath chosen him to be a soldier " (2 Tim. 
ii. 4). 

Servants also are bidden to obey : " Not 
with eye-service, as men-pleasers ; but in 
singleness of heart, fearing God : and what- 
soever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and not to men" (Col. iii. 22, 23). 

Ever seek to please Christ ! In one 
sense you ought to " please all men in all 
things; not seeking your own profit, but 
the profit of many, that they may be 
saved." Whenever, for the good o^ o\5cvfcx?»^ 
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you can deny yourself, or please them, fail 
not to do so. But to please Christ must be 
your chief desire. Though you may have 
to displease man, though you may have to 
risk hard words, unkind suspicions, ridi- 
cule, and persecution, yet if you please 
Christ it will be well. " Teach me to do 
the thing that pleaseth Thee, for Thou art 
my God!" And can you please Christ? 
With so much evil in you, and so many 
infirmities, is it possible to please the Holy 
Saviour? Oh yes, Christ is not hard to 
please ! He is no " hard man, reaping 
where He has not sown, gathering where 
He has not strawed." Nay, if only done 
in lowly love, the least thing is pleasing to 
Him. The alabaster box of ointment and 
the widow's two mites were alike accept- 
able. The least gift you offer, the least 
upward glance of the heart, the effort to 
do common work as before Him, a word 
spoken by the way to guide a little one, to 
comfort a mourner, to stir up a sleeping 
professor, — each and all is pleasing to Him 
when done with a single eye for His sake. 

V. Do all in the presence of Christ 
Nothing will \\e\p yoM more than this. 
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Live ever seeing Him who is invisible. By 
His Spirit He will manifest Himself to you 
as He doth not unto the world. " The 
world seeth Him no more, but ye see 
Him ;" and seeing Him ever njgh at hand, 
you shall better be able to please Him. 
To live ever as in the presence of Christ 
seems to me to be the one special preser- 
vative against four great disturbers of the 
Christian's peace. 

(i.) The fear of man. This is ever 
coming in to mar our usefulness. We 
are afraid of following that which con- 
science approves. We are afraid of con- 
fessing Christ, or standing alone in the 
reproof of sin, or speaking a word in a 
railway carriage to win a soul for the 
Master. But if we see Christ by our 
side, we shall conquer. "They that are 
with us are more than they that are 
against us." 

(2.) Wanderings in prayer. In church 
and in our chamber these enemies come 
in and disturb us. If, for a moment, the 
mind is fixed, the next instant some new 
imagination carries us miles away, and we 
are thinking of some indifferent thing. The 
best antidote is a more Uve\y s^tv^^i ol 
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Christ's nearness. When the soul verily 
sees Christ at hand, bowing down His 
merciful ear to catch each petition, then 
we speak in reality as a friend to friend. 
Then, through the Spirit, prayer is a com- 
fort and a help, and we are conscious that 
our petitions reach the mercy-seat. 

(3.) Evil tempers. There are few families 
where, in some shape, these intruders do 
not come. Sometimes like the thunder- 
storm, sometimes like the thick, depress- 
ing fog, sometimes like the drizzling rain, 
or the cold north wind, these enemies 
disturb our peace and grieve the Holy 
Spirit. It may be passion, or dead silence, 
or the perpetual monotony of complaint 
and querulousness, or cutting satire, or 
the like, that does much harm to the soul 
of the one who indulges it, and puts no 
small stumbling-block in the way of others. 
But realise Christ's presence, believe that 
He is in the room, and hears and marks 
each word and thought and feeling, and 
it will do much to enable you to overcome 
this sin. " Should you get into a passion 
if I were in the room with you ? " I once 
said to a Christian, who was complaining 
o( his inability to ovetcotcv^ this snare. 
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" Of course not," he said. ** Then remem- 
ber," I said, " that there is always some one 
in the room, and this will help you." The 
thought was not lost on him. More than 
a year afterwards he told me that, since 
he had spoken to me, peace in his home 
had not been broken. 

(4.) Anxiety and care. Here are the 
thorns that too often choke the good 
seed. The word of life cannot grow and 
bear fruit in the heart, because depressing 
cares and worries fill the mind. Means 
are short, money comes in very slowly, 
debts are pressing, family matters do not 
run smoothly, a very little thing brings 
no small burden, and often a real trouble 
weighs like a mountain of lead on the 
heart. But we have the same resource. 
Christ's presence is a sure hiding-place. 
His shoulder is strong enough to bear 
every weight of care or sorrow we have 
faith to lay upon it. Nigh to Him, and 
sheltered beneath His wing, we shall find 
all that comes to be needful discipline. 
We shall not repine and we shall not 
despair. " Sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing," 
we shall go on our way, and reach in safety 
the promised land. 
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VI. Do all after the pattern of Christ, 
He is the Shepherd, and we ihust walk 
in His footsteps. He is our Model, and 
we must copy every lineament in His 
holy and spotless character. He is our 
Sun, and upon Him must we gaze, that 
a* reflection of His glory may rest upon 
us. If we read and study the narratives 
of His wondrous life, we shall find illus- 
trations of every virtue and grace we 
need to put on, and types of every good 
work He would have us practise. Courage 
and meekness, zeal and gentleness, un- 
wearied devotion, and constant well-doing 
to those around, tracked every footstep. 
Oh that every worker in the Lord's vine- 
yard, every minister of Christ, every 
visitor or teacher of the young, were 
more like the Master, and each would be 
far more successful in his labours I A few 
stammering words, backed up by a very 
Christ-like life, will often do far more for 
the Redeemer's kingdom than a torrent 
of eloquence, where this is lacking. 

It has been said that "a clergyman 

may preach two or three sermons a week, 

but a holy life is preaching ten thousand." 

It is a true witness \ l\vetdot^ feVVow the 
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Master, and follow Him closely. " He 
that saith he abideth in Him ought him- 
self also so to walk, even as He walked." 

Vn. Do all in view of Christ s appearing. 
Here is the final end of all service. The 
Lord is at hand. He comes to prove all 
our work. What is wood, hay, stubble — 
what is gold, silver, or precious stone — 
will then be clearly known. What has 
been the pure truth according as He gave 
it, and His Spirit revealed it, and what has 
been human tradition and the vain imagi- 
nation of a man's own heart; what has 
been done before His eye and for His 
glory, and what has been done for any 
lower motive ; what has been the lasting 
and permanent result of work, and what 
only a passing emotion in the breast ; what 
souls have been reclaimed from sin, error, 
unbelief, worldliness, and impenitence; 
what true blessing has been granted in 
raising Christians to a nobler life and a 
loftier standard, — all this is hidden for the 
present, but will be made manifest when 
Christ comes. \What a day of revelation 
will it be I What a day of terrible dis- 
covery to those who have beetv a\. ^^.^^ 
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in Zion, and have taken no pains to 
please the Master or to advance His king- 
dom I What a day of loss to those who 
have been in the main the servants of Christ, 
but have been building rotten materials on 
the true foundation I What a day of Joy 
to true faithful workers, who mourned over 
their failures, and thought they had done 
but little for Christ, and yet who went on 
humbly waiting upon Him, and sowing the 
heavenly seed with tears and prayers ! 

In all your work, think of that day I 
Think of the Master's "Well done!" 
Think of the joy of His approving glance ! 
Think of the joy of harvest sheaves — souls 
gathered in safe to the garner, and that for 
ever. Think of the great reward of the faith- 
ful follower of Christ, even where there has 
been apparent failure in the Lord's work. 

I heard the other day a striking illustra- 
tion of this. A missionary in China was 
greatly dt pressed through the carelessness 
and indifference of his hearers. The old 
question of Isaiah seemed to suit his case : 
" Who hath believed our report ? and to 
whom hath the arm of the Lord been re- 
vealed ? " But he had a dream. He was 
standing on a rocky \>ou\d^t, ^xvd with a 
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sledge hammer in his hand was trying to 
break it. Blow after blow was given, but 
no impression was made. At length he 
heard a voice : " Go on ; I'll pay you all 
the same whether you break it or not." So 
he was contented, and learnt the lesson. 
He could enter into the spirit of the pro- 
phet's words : " I have laboured in vain, I 
have spent my strength for nought ; yet 
surely my judgment is with the Lord, and 
my work is with my God." 

Think of the Lord's coming, and rejoice 
in hope. ^Nqw is the time for labour and 
toil, then for rest. Now we sow in tears 
and fears, but then the ripened grain will 
be our recompense. Now our faith may 
be dim, and the Lord may sometimes hide 
His face, and we may have seasons of dark- 
ness and distress; but then we shall see 
His face, and His name shall be on our 
forehead, and we shall share His glory 
and His kingdom. All through coming 
months and years let our eye be toward the 
horizon, where the Sun of Righteousness 
will arise in His majesty. " Looking for 
the blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 

1^ 
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With two thoughts I will close this ad- 
dress. 

(i.) If this standard be the true one, if 
the Christian is to do all in the name of 
Christ, what multitudes of the professing 
people of God will be found wanting at the 
Great day ! 

There are many who bear the name of 
Christ who yield only a divided heart and 
a very partial service. You wish to be a 
Christian, but you have no intention of 
giving God your best, and doing everything 
as Christ bids you, and being un^reservedly 
and entirely devoted to Him. You know 
perfectly well that you are not whole-hearted 
in God*s service. Your conduct in business 
tells it. Your neglect of week-day means 
of grace testifies to it. Your unwillingness 
to give large gifts for the Lord's kingdom, 
your love of ease and comfort that hinders 
you from taking an active part in good 
works, your shrinking from confessing 
Christ in the world, — all speak the same 
language, and prove that hitherto you have 
been very far from doing all ** in the name 
of the Lord Jesus." What a hollow, empty, 
worthless thing this profession of yours is ! 
What possible good catv come from a Sun- 
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day religion, from a little head knowledge 
of Christian truth, which leaves you so 
utterly unlike the Lord Jesus ? Hear the 
Lord's own solemn words : " Not every one 
that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven." 

I have often used a very simple illustra- 
tion as to the value of such profession. 
Your little girl has an tgg for breakfast : 
when she has finished it, she turns oyer the 
shell and says, " See my egg." // looks like 
an eggy but it is only a shell. It is all hol- 
low, and a minute or two after it is crushed 
and crumpled up, and loses the very ap- 
pearance of an ^%^. 

Such is your religion. It has no heart 
about it. It has no substance. It is only 
a deceit and a pretence. And very soon 
it will be made plain to others that it is 
so, and that when it will be too late for 
a remedy. Brother, sister, dotUt make a 
mistake for eternity. Search your own 
heart. Don't beguile and deceive yourself 
with a name, and a shadow, and a Chris- 
tian profession, when you have never given . 
yourself really to Christ, and have tvo'tic&cv^ 
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of His Spirit dwelling in you. Take heed 
in time. Turn to God now in sincerity and 
truth. Confess all the unreality and heart- 
lessness of days gone by. 

It is true, a vast, enormous debt of guilt 
lies at your door. It is true that every 
action of your life, every moment of days 
gone by condemns you ; for when did you 
do one single thing for the glory of God ? 
But there is free forgiveness. There is a 
righteousness in Christ which can cover 
all. There is a full salvation through His 
blood, and there is a mighty power to 
raise you through His Spirit Nor is it far 
to seek. It is very nigh thee. Only creep 
low. Only lay aside every proud, self- 
confident pretension, and on the footing of 
a sinner deserving death seek life in Christ, 
and it is yours. It cannot be denied you* 
Christ never yet rejected a sinner that 
came to him, and He never will. " Christ 
is all," and He is enough. He gives all, 
He does all that the sinner needs. Salva- 
tion to the uttermost, a perfect justification, 
grace to be holy, strength for the journey, 
and everlasting life in His kingdom, He 
gives, and gives freely, to every one who 
feturfls to Him. 
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If I ask Him to receive me, 

Will He say me nay? 
Not till earth, and not till heaven 
Pass away ! 

(2.) I would add a few words of encour- 
agement to those who desire to put God 
first, and who wish in everything to follow 
Christ. Whilst many are contented with 
serving God a little, and serving the world 
a great deal more, while there are many 
double-niinded ones who go two ways, as 
King Saul, and Balaam, and Judas, and 
Ananias, and Sapphira, and Demas, and 
the like, you desire to have one aim — to 
keep a single eye, and through good report 
and ill report, through storm and sun- 
shine, to serve Christ at all hazards, and 
under all circumstances to fulfil His com- 
mandments. Let this ever be your object 
in life. Set it ever before you as the only 
end worth living for. When, for a moment, 
you have been drawn aside by some subtle 
form of self-pleasing, or have turned away 
to escape a painful cross, yet go back again 
to your great purpose and determination. 
Fall back on Christ's justifying righteous* 
ness for your acceptance, look up to the 
risen Saviour to give you mote^ ot \^cv^ 
mighty power of His quiQketvm^ S^vcVc^ 
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and pray fervently for steadfastness, per- 
severance, and reality. "Let my heart 
be SOUND in Thy statutes, that I be not 
ashamed ! " Let this be your cry, so that 
you be not like some tempting orchard 
fruit, — on the outside all rosy smiles, and 
within rottenness and the worm and decay, 
making it bitter and loathsome to the 
eater; but rather sound and true to the 
heart's core, so that the more you are 
known the more you are valued for your 
genuine piety and unswerving integrity of 
purpose. 

Follow this course — be all one thing in 
the fear and love of God, — and great 
shall be your reward. You shall have the 
comfort of a good conscience. Though 
in conscious unworthiness before God, 
and knowing how far you fail of reaching 
the high standard of holiness He has set 
before you, the blood and righteousness 
of Christ is your constant reliance, yet 
you will be conscious that you wish in 
everything to be true as in His sight. 
Your conscience will bear witness that 
you allow yourself in no known evil, and 
that it is your most earnest endeavour to 
fulfil every duty which He sets before you. 
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You shall have the consolation of God's 
presence and love. He will never fail His 
servant who thus desires to honour Him. 
You may look for His Spirit to rest abun- 
dantly upon you. You may feel assured 
that He delights in your service, and will 
be with you at all seasons. 

He is with thee, with thee always ! 

All the nights, and all the days ; 
Never failing, never frowning, 
With His loving-kindness crowning ; 

Tuning all thy life to praise. 

He is with thee, thine own Master, 

Leading, loving to the end ; 
Brightening joy, and lightening sorrow, 
All to-day, and more to-morrow : 

King and Saviour, Lord and Friend. 

The life of her who wrote these lines, 
and who was, a few years ago, called to 
her rest, was a very marked evidence of 
the double consolation which those enjoy 
who are wholly consecrated to the Lord's 
service. Miss F. R. Havergal has been 
removed from us in the flesh, but she lives 
in many a heart by the remembrance of 
her bright and joyous Christian life, and 
her unflagging zeal and earnestness in the 
Saviour's cause, and in many a home by 
her loyal utterances for the King she 
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loved. Once she heard me speak on the 
topic of this address. Afterwards she 
spoke on the matter with great feeling, 
longing that all Christian people should 
thus "do all for Christ." And, doubtless, 
through her writings, and the fragrance 
of her own holy and devoted life, it will 
be seen hereafter that not a few have so 
learned to act. 

Christian, remember the time is short 
Workers in the vineyard are called away, 
and you and I must soon follow. You 
may remember the saying of a poor 
sempstress, hard at work with her needle 
in a London attic : " I must make haste, 
for I have but one candle, and it will soon 
go out" Our one candle is burning out 
apace. Year follows year, and the stream 
of life quickly rolls on. Let us seize the 
passing hour. Let us work while we may. 
If it be true that in a hive of bees there 
are fifteen thousand workers, and only a 
few hundred drones, why, in the Church 
of Christ, should there be such a large 
proportion who are neither building the 
cells nor gathering in honey ? May God 
grant that it may not be the ease with any 
reader of this book ! 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

SHINE AS LIGHTS. 

A ROUND the coast of Great Britain 
and Ireland are found no less than 
228 light-houses and light-ships. They 
are so placed, that whilst ships are within 
ten or fifteen miles of shore one or more 
of them may usually be seen ; so that 
guidance is afforded to ships that need 
it, and many a vessel is thereby saved 
from the rock and the quicksand, and 
brought safely into the desired haven. 

It were well if Christian people in a 
similar way were fulfilling their office to 
be as lights in the world. It were well if 
nowhere in our country could a man's lot 
be cast, but some earnest, devoted servant 
of the Lord were to be found not far dis- 
tant ; so that by the light of a holy 
example, or a word of friendly counsel, 
he might be warned in the hour of danger, 
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and guided into the safe harbour of salva- 
tion by Christ. 

Shine as lights in the world ! It is the 
plain command of Christ that you should 
do so. Carry a light bright and clear, so 
that all around may see it. Do not " hide 
it under a bushel" of timidity, of sloth, 
of self-indulgence, of worldly-mindedness, 
but hold if up aloft. Let it be like the 
light from the light-house, firmly resting 
on the solid rock beneath; so let your 
soul be resting on the firm foundation of 
a true faith in the word and work of 
Christ, — trusting only in the name and 
merit and mediation of God's dear Son. 
Hold forth the light, that numbers of life's 
wearied voyagers, tossed hither and thither 
over the dark and surging billows, may see 
it and be saved, and rejoice for ever in the 
help which you have afforded them. 

No subject can outweigh in importance 
this matter of light-bearing. Holy, de- 
voted, self-denying lives, springing from 
the principle of a living faith, are the 
very glory of Christianity. 

May the good Spirit of our God guide 

our thoughts and meditations! May we 

£>e determined, by God's ^fa.c^,m^^^ l\vaa 
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ever to give ourselves to the service of 
God, and to let our light so shine before 
men that they may glorify our Father 
which is in heaven. 

Let it be for ever imprinted on our 
remembrance, how greatly the holiness of 
'Christian people concerns the glory of God 
and the welfare of His Church. 

We Christians are representatives on 
earth, of a living, exalted, glorified Saviour. 
When Christ dwelt here 'below. He said 
of Himself, " As long as I am in the world 
I am the Light of the world." He has 
now gone back to the Father's house to 
prepare our home, and to intercede on 
our behalf: but He has left His servants 
to take His place, and to do His work on 
earth. "Ye are the light of the world," He 
declares. By a holy, consistent walk, you 
are to show forth to sinners around some- 
thing of the Christ you love and obey. 

True, you can give comparatively but 
a feeble light. What is a candle com- 
pared to the noon-day sun } Still less is 
your light compared to that of Christ. 
Nevertheless it is not in vain. You may 
adorn the doctrine of the Gospel \ yovi 
may let men see something oi its tc\\^"oj 
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efficacy in raising you above selfishness and 
sin ; you may manifest something of the 
fair beauty of the Saviour's image. 

This is that which is most needed to 
convince men of the truth of the Gospel. 
We should pray indeed that God would 
raise up men fitted to answer the daring 
and skilful assaults made upon the autho^ 
rity of Holy Scripture and the doctrines 
of Christianity; but the best books, and 
the most eloquent sermons, are holy, 
loving Christians,— copies of Christ, spend- 
ing their lives in doing good, and making 
even the enemies of the Gospel inquire as 
to the power for good which they possess. 

At Tripoli, the son of a Druse woman 
embraced the truth and was baptized. 
But the mother was very bigoted, and 
refused to listen to a word he said. She 
could not, however, but notice how kind 
and dutiful he became after his conver3ion: 
this led her to consider whether or no the 
Bible was true ; and she, too, at length 
believed in Christ. She said to herself, 
"A religion which makes my son so dutiful 
and kind cannot be a bad one." She lived 
from that time as a true Christian, and 
died with a note o{ pta\sfc \\^o\v\isx \v^%. 
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A lesson here never to be forgotten 1 
Let every believing child of unbelieving 
parents follow the example of this Syrian 
youth. There is no more likely way of 
bringing an unconverted father or mother 
to the Saviour than a constant effort in 
things small and great, to show to them the 
loving obedience and tender affection to 
which the Word of God so plainly calls us. 

Nor is this true only in the filial rela- 
tion: it is so in every relationship of 
life. A holy life is very frequently the 
instrument of the conversion of those 
afar off. The careless wife is awakened 
and turned to God by the Christ-like 
spirit of the husband ; the child is drawn 
heavenward by the sight of a father or 
mother walking steadfastly in the way of 
life ; the servant is surprised and aroused 
to thought by seeing a master of mistress 
ruling the household in a way which she 
had never seen before. 

In fact, a truly Christian life is a per* 
petual sermon to all around. A clergy- 
man may preach two or three sermons a 
week to any who may be willing to come 
and hear ; but such a life speaks to those 
who never set foot within tVie Yvoxx'a.^ oS. 
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God. It can be preached in the house or 
in the street, in the workshop or in the 
market-place. It reaches the most heed- 
less and indifferent, and sends many an 
arrow of conviction to the heart of the 
sinner; it awakens the slumbering Chris- 
tian to more self-denial and activity, as he 
cannot but notice the difference between 
his own life and that of some zealous 
follower of the Lamb ; it encourages young 
beginners by the sight of a reality in re- 
ligion, and makes them more earnest in 
seeking to possess it. 

Ah ! believe it, my brother, my sister in 
Christ, God hath put into your hand a 
marvellous power for good ! You may be 
but weak in the faith — you may only of 
late have come to the Saviour ; but by His 
grace enabling you, you may be continu- 
ally sowing around you seeds of endless 
blessing. If you are living hourly, daily 
for Christ, your words and deeds, your very 
looks, your silence as well as your conver- 
sation, may be doing an amount of good 
of which you are quite unconscious. Eter- 
nity alone will reveal the good which the 
Lord in His mercy enables to accomplish. 
But we must not ior^^ttVv^ other side of 
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the picture. Who shall tell the amount of 
harm which is done by Christians failing to 
live as Christ would have them ? 

At a post on an American lake there 
were two tiers of lights. On one occasion 
by some neglect the lower lights were not 
burning. This led to a mistake by the 
captain of a steamer, and the noble ship 
was wrecked in consequence. 

Ah, how it teaches us a lesson ! The 
humbler graces of a Christian life must not 
be neglected ; the quiet home duties of 
every-day life must not be forgotten. Our 
daily walk must prove our religion to be a 
great reality. 

Not long ago I met a young man in an 
omnibus, with whom I entered into con- 
versation. He readily accepted a book I 
offered Jiim, and listened very attentively 
whilst I spoke a word to him about the 
Saviour. Then he told me of the stum- 
blingblock in his way. His parents made 
a high profession ; but he saw in his own 
home there was no reality about it. Their 
daily walk seemed to him to make it clear 
that it was only a pretence and a sham ; 
so he had given it all up. He wished to 
live a moral and upright life, but tvolVJcCvcv.^ 
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would ever induce him to go back to the 
old paths. 

I never felt more sad in my life. I tried 
my utmost to show him we must judge 
Christians by the Book, and not judge the 
doctrines of the Gospel by the lives of 
Christians. I told him that a bad Eng- 
lishman did not prove the laws of England 
were bad, neither did the inconsistencies of 
Christians prove anything against the doc- 
trine of the law of Christ ; but it was all of 
no avail. Here was the stumblingblock 
over which he fell. Had his parents fol- 
lowed more in the steps of the Master, it is 
very probable his views might have been 
far different. 

I am sure this is not a solitary example. 

When we find the children of professing 
Christians turning out badly, it is usually 
through some evil thing which has caused 
them to fall When the secrets of home 
life are all laid bare, we shall have many a 
sorrowful tale of the sins of parents bring- 
ing forth bitter fruit in the lives of their 
children. 

Ah, dear reader, be on your guard day 

by day, if you value the souls of those who 

live with you ! Put tvo stumblingblock in 
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the way of others; keep your lamp bright 
and clear ; live blamelessly and harmlessly 
in a corrupt and evil generation. 

Let not your religion be a mask, or a 
Sunday dress which you fold up and lay 
by when Sunday is over, or as an article 
of jewellery which you wear on special 
occasions. Nay, let it be that which goes 
with you at all times and in all companies. 
Let it be worn close to your heart, and 
never laid aside even when you go to rest 
at night. At home or abroad, in days 
of trouble and in days of comfort, in the 
society of God's people or amidst the chil- 
dren of this world, keep the light ever 
burning. Remember your solemn respon- 
sibilities. Shine as a lamp on earth, and 
you shall by and by shine as a star for 
ever and ever. 

But how can this be ? By what means 
can you, who in yourself are all darkness 
and evil, thus manifest the light ? 

Of one thing I am very sure. The light 
must shine in before it can shine out. 
Christ, the true Light, must dwell within 
you. He must illumine all that is dark, 
transform all that is of the world, and 
purify all that is corrupt and debased. 
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It was a wonderful moment when a 
Divine voice was heard, "Let there be 
light!'* and light from above streamed 
down upon the dark chaos of earth, and 
upon hill and dale — upon the lofty moun- 
tain and upon the glorious ocean the light 
was shed. But a still more blessed moment 
is it when the voice again is heard, and that 
within the human soul. The word is given, 
** Let there be light ! " and forthwith the 
soul, wrapped in the slumber of spiritual 
death, awakes — and behold, all things are 
new. The midnight darkness is past, and 
the light of grace has begun to shine. 

There must be the light of self-know- 
ledge. The Spirit of God reveals sin and 
humbles the sinner. Hitherto satisfied 
with a form of religion, he sees himself to 
be a sinner guilty of death. He knows 
that he is a law-breaker, and the curse of 
the law is upon him. He willingly casts 
aside his former self-righteous excuses, and 
takes the lowest place. From a broken 
spirit arises the cry, God be merciful to me^ 
a sinner I 

Then comes the light of pardoning 

mercy. Sin is revealed that it may be 

complQtoXy forgWerv, TVv^ ^owl trusts in 
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the atoning blood, and the conscience is 
purged from the guilt of the past. Oh, 
the blessed light that shines into the soul 
when the free mercy of our God is mani- 
fested ! Christ has become sin for me, and 
I am righteous as seen in Him. " As far 
as the east is from the west, so far hath He 
removed our transgressions from us." 

There comes moreover the light of 
Christ's presence and love. " Christ comes 
so near to me," said a young widow in her 
grief, " that He seems to walk by me on 
the stairs as I go to rest at night." 

" I have two heavens," said an aged 
Christian to me a few months ago. " I 
have a heaven here, for Christ is with me 
on my bed of suffering ; and I have a 
heaven there above, where He dwells." 
Since then he has gone to the second 
heaven of which he spoke, and is free from 
the exceeding pain which for months had 
been his portion. 

Dear reader, has this light shone into 
your heart? Have you learnt your sin, 
and believed in Jesus ? Have you found 
out the way to His mercy-seat, and there 
discovered how kind and true He is to all 
who seek Him } Do you \ov^ W\s t^-axcv.^^ 
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and trust His promise, and desire to know 
more of Him from day to day ? Is your 
religion in any way like that of the early 
Christians, spoken of in i Peter i. 8 ; 
" Whom {Le.y Christ) having not seen, ye 
love; in whom, though now ye see Him 
not, yet believing ye rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory " ? 

Much of the religion of the present day 
is very material in its character. It de- 
lights in excess of music, and flowers, and 
outward show. It is linked with a material 
altar, and ceremonies and ordinances with- 
out number. But those early Christians 
fixed the eye on that which was invisible, 
and rejoiced with unspeakable joy in an 
unseen Saviour. Is this your spirit } 

Has the light so shone within your soul 
that Christ Himself is everything, and all 
else in comparison is nothing worth } 

Be content with nothing less. Be not 
satisfied with a certain amount of Chris- 
tianity. You must have Christ Himself diS 
the life and refuge and portion of your 
soul. You must have Christ for you, — your 
Righteousness, your Advocate, your High 
Vntst before the throne of God. You 
must have Christ \rv \ou, b^ His Spirit 
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dwelling in your heart by faith, and mak- 
ing you more and more like Himself in 
holiness, and love. And as you begin so 
you must continue. You must fix your 
eye steadfastly on Christ, and then draw 
out of His fulness grace sufficient for all 
your need. 

Let there be no mist or veil between you 
and Christ ; let there be no reserve in your 
obedience, or the least permitted evil in 
your life, to bring a cloud between your 
soul and the Saviour. Watch against un- 
belief coming in to destroy your commu- 
nion with Him. Trust Him fully; give 
Him your boundless, unlimited confidence. 
His riches are unsearchable ; His power 
exceeding great, beyond your utmost ne- 
cessity. And this power and treasury of 
grace are alt in the hand of infinite Love 
and unshaken Faithfulness. Therefore you 
must trust and not be afraid. Your confi- 
dence shall not be disappointed. 

And whilst you trust Him, watch against 
the least shadow of spiritual pride. If you 
have attained anything, there is far more 
behind. The best and holiest day in your 
life has in it enough imperfection and evil 
utterly to condemn you. li yowYvaN^'a.^- 
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vanced a few steps up the mountain-side, 
just look up and see its lofty peak far, far 
, away. The glorious image of Christ is 
your standard, but have you reached it in 
a single particular ? Therefore keep humble 
and you will be safe. Aim at the very 
loftiest idea of holiness in the perfect like- 
ness of the Lord Jesus, and rejoice that 
by and by you will reach it. Meanwhile, 
let the light from above show you your 
innumerable defects, and let your foot rest 
firm and sure on the work and righteous- 
ness of Christ alone. In Him there is no 
condemnation even now ; through Him, 
by and by, there will be the perfection at 
which we aim. 

Thus let your eye be ever toward the 
Lord Jesus. Look to Him day by day, 
and very frequently through the day. Re- 
gard Him as ever being near at hand to 
help you in temptation or in trouble. Let 
His loving presence exercise at all times 
a calming, soothing influence, even whilst 
in scenes of outward distraction or excite- 
ment. Think of His life; think of His 
death ; think of His present mediation for 
you at God's right hand ; think of His 
glorious return in the coming kingdom ; 
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think of His gracious promises ; think of 
His precepts given to guide and assist you ; 
think of His Spirit, the Comforter whom 
He has sent to teach and strengthen and 
sanctify you. Dwell in the holy atmo- 
sphere of His presence, and you will shrink 
more and more from all that is evil. Just 
as, coming from the clear, fresh air, it is 
doubly painful to inhale the impure air of 
a close and crowded dwelling or of a sick 
chamber, so the more we abi^e in the secret 
of Christ's presence, the more shall we 
turn from anything that is contrary to His 
mind and Spirit. 

Leaving the foundation principle of holy 
living, a few thoughts may be added as to 
the practical manifestation of it in our daily 
walk. 

Learn to act continually from principle^ 
and not from the impulse of the moment. 

This direction covers a large expanse of 
a Christian's life. It will save you from 
many a snare, and will make your course 
a much more even and happy one if you 
follow it. Following the impulse of your 
own passing feeling leads to a life as 
changeable as the wind. 

Perhaps at one time you have heard an 
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earnest sermon, and on the spur of the 
inoment you speak just as a Christian 
should. At another time you are put out 
by some annoyance, a something ruffles 
your temper, and you are just like a child 
of the world. 

When you are accustomed to follow 
mere impulse, you may be drawn aside to 
evil in almost any direction. You^m^y do 
immense harm where in your better mo- 
ments you w^uld long to do good ; you 
may put out a candle where you would 
desire to guard the glimmering light ; you 
may put a stumblingblock in the way of 
isome work for God, or discourage some 
weak and trembling Christian. Now this 
ought not to be. Therefore settle in your 
mind that you must not act in this spirit. 
Get a few great principles rooted in your 
mind, and never lose sight of them. " God 
must be first and man second." " I have a 
daily conflict with evil, and I must be on 
my watch-tower." " Better lose anything 
than the favour of God and the peace of 
my own conscience." " Whatever I pos- 
sess I am but a steward, and for all I 
must give account." " I must take heed 
to my words." " A word may be lightly 
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spoken, and yet may do a world of mis- 
chief." 

Endeavouring continually to follow out 
such principles as these will greatly assist 
you in spending your life for God. 

Another thought. Every Christian must 
be a cross-bearer. 

There is no escaping this. It is as clear 
as any of the promises. The " any man " 
and " whosoever " of promise are very en- 
couraging, but they occur equally in the 
precept : ** If any man will come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily and follow Me." " Whosoever doth 
not bear his cross and come after Me can- 
not be My disciple." 

We must be willing to suffer for Christ's 
sake ; we must crucify self and the flesh ; 
we must be willing to perform unpleasant 
duties, and make sacrifices of things we 
might like to retain. Our reh'gion must 
cost us something. Sloth, and ease, and 
self-indulgence, and a worldly spirit must 
be cut up by the roots. Self might whis- 
per, **Take things easily; enjoy a quiet 
Sunday afternoon by the fireside ; stay at 
home and pass your evenings happily and 
pleasantly ; give your customary shilling 
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or sovereign to such a society, and be quite 
content/* Whereas all the while the Lord 
may be calling you to act verydifferently : 
" My son, my daughter, go work for Me, 
and gather souls for My kingdom ; teach 
the young ; gather the outcasts ; visit the 
poor and needy, and tell them of My love ; 
labour even to weariness in My service; 
give time and money for the interests of 
My kingdom, and great shall be your joy 
hereafter. Many a jewel shall you thus be 
privileged to win for Me," 

Ah, that the Lord would give to each 
of His people the spirit to deny self and 
work for Him ! 

We read that the late Michael Faraday, 
after giving a lecture on some scientific 
subject before the great and the noble in 
the land, would go down to some of the 
lowest parts of the city and give an 
earnest loving address to some twenty 
or thirty of the poorest, telling them of 
the Saviour's love. 

But a few weeks ago I was told of an 

incident in the life of the late Rev. George 

Fisk. Whilst Vicar of Darlaston he heard 

one night of two men who were about 

to ^ght, and a \at^^ coxvcovsirse were 
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assembled in a sort of natural amphi- 
theatre to see them ; so he took his Bible 
and went to the place. When he had 
reached it he went into the middle, and 
said he would speak to them until the 
combatants arrived. Then he read and 
spoke to them very plainly of judgment 
and righteousness and the mercy of God ; 
and when the men arrived they sat down 
on the edge of the crowd to listen, and 
then all went to their homes in peace. 

Here was the spirit of cross-bearing in 
a very practical shape; and very blessed 
would it be if Christians were to be as 
bold and courageous for their Master. 

We must be most careful over tfie em- 
ployment of our time. 

It is our greatest talent, and we must 
throw none of it away. Every hour, 
every moment must be spent as under 
the eye of our gracious Master. 

In our toil, in our recreation, in our 
seasons of pain and suffering, let us still 
be living our life before Him; rejoicing 
that He is near and accepts all we suffer 
or do as service acceptable in His sight. 

Who shall tell how much may be done 
for the giory of God and tVv^ ^00^ o^ 
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others in the intervals of time which we are 
apt to regard as necessarily wasted ? 

We are told the gold sweepings at the 
mint last year amounted in value to no less 
a sum than £2^g^, 8s. 8d. Our fragments 
of time are gold dust; and we must not 
throw them aside as worthless, but gather 
them up that none may be lost. 

We must let the light shine very brightly 
in our own home. The nearer you come 
to a candle the clearer you see the light. 
Home is the chief scene of temptation, at 
least in many cases, and it is the sphere 
where we have the greatest opportunity for 
showing what manner of spirit we are of. 
We must lay aside self-pleasing. Our aim 
must be to do the most good that we pos- 
sibly can to those who live with us ; so we 
must think of their comfort and happiness 
as much as our own. We must not con- 
sult our own convenience and leave every- 
thing else to take its chance. 

An unselfish generous spirit will be con- 
stantly on the look-out to add a few grains 
to another's pleasure, or to diminish a little 
of their load of sorrow or care. 

We must learn the holy art of showing 
kindness and courtesy in all the affairs of 
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everyday life. We might well multiply 
our gifts, though they be but as the cup of 
cold water, costing us but little, but often 
bringing much gratification to the one 
remembered. 

We must strive to be quite content with 
God's appointing, wherever our lot may be 
cast. High or low, as our position may be, 
let us say to ourselves, " God has placed 
me here, and here will I endeavour to do 
His will. By meekness and gentleness, by 
patient industry and perseverance, by ge- 
nial love and cheerfulness, by forbearance 
with the evil, by watchful consistency in 
my walk, I may glorify my Father in 
heaven as much as if I were preaching the 
Gospel or ruling a kingdom." 

Very especially let us beware of touchi- 
ness ; when through burdensome duties, 
infirmity of body, the distraction of many 
coming and going, we become Irritable and 
speak short and sharp, we are losing alto- 
gether for the time the mind of Christ. 

We must put our foot on temper, and 
keep it down at all hazards. When we 
have failed in this respect we must recol- 
lect ourselves, and let Christ regain the 
throne. Never let an angry feeling live 
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through your next season of prayer. If you 
have been unable to get quit of it before, 
leave every trace of it behind when you 
rise from your knees. Fellowship with 
God cannot continue side by side with a 
ruffled and angry spirit. " Be ye angry 
and sin not : let not the sun go down upon 
your wrath." 

Nor must you forget that // is your pri- 
vilege to bear a personal testimony for Christ. 
You must not only live for Him, but speak 
for Him, and not be ashamed to confess 
Him in the world. Let the word of Christ 
dwell so richly within you as to fill you 
with joy and peace in Him, and then tell 
others of His love. In our land God is 
raising up witnesses for Christ 'in every 
rank of society, and you must be one of 
them. You need not be clever, or be able 
to give a sermon or an address ; but in the 
simplest way you may tell a fellow-sinner 
of His grace, if only He is dwelling by His 
Spirit in your heart. Do not wait till you 
are stronger in faith, but begin at once. Do 
what you can. Have Christ by your side ; 
believe that He is near to help you, and 
you cannot fail to be useful. Read a chap- 
ter to a sick one ; speak gently for Christ 
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to the little ones ; plead with the wanderer 
that he would come back to the Lord and 
seek His face. In this way, and in any 
other that is possible, hold forth the Word 
of Life, that souls may believe and be 
saved for ever through Him. 

But I must draw to a close. I have but 
touched on a few of the various directions 
in which the Christian must endeavour to 
show forth the life of Christ. But I would 
entreat you, dear reader, rise above the 
common standard, and strive, by God's 
grace, to live a very holy, devoted, self- 
denying life. I entreat you by the call of 
God, who bids you be holy as He is holy, 
I entreat you by the dying agonies — by 
the wounds of the Son of God, who gave 
Himself for you to redeem you unto Him- 
self as one of a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works. I entreat you, as you value 
your own soul, follow after holiness, with- 
out which no man shall see the Lord. I 
entreat you, as you value the souls of 
others, that you so walk that your life may 
prove no stumblingblock, but a means of 
help to them on their way to glory. I 
entreat you, for the honour of the Gospel 
which you profess to believe, to live worthy 
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of its high and lofty privileges, and that 
you may thus commend it to the attention 
of those around you. 

Very especially would I beseech all 
young Christians — all who have lately 
learnt to love the Saviour, to set before you 
the life of Christ as your pattern. Walk 
as He walked ; live as He lived ; keep ever 
under the shelter of His blood as the one 
ground of your confidence ; and, doing this, 
expect to receive day by day a large supply 
of His grace. His Spirit, the Comforter, 
shall dwell in you. He shall raise you 
above yourself, above the dominion of evil, 
above the power of the world, above the 
unbelief of your own heart, until He hath 
made you meet for His presence above. 

And forget not that Christ will soon ap- 
pear. The sands of time are running out 
very quickly ; the people of God are being 
gathered out one by one. Dangers foretold 
are manifestly visible amongst us. The 
Lord is at hand. We ought to be constantly 
looking for His glorious appearing, and 
looking diligently, that He may find us at 
our appointed place in His vineyard. Oh, 
thaX we might hourly rejoice in the prospect 
before us, if we are H\s\ '^•a.'^ He quicken 
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Dur hearts to do so ; and may all we pos- 
sess be laid at His footstool ! 

" Take my life ; and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days ; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands ; and them move 
At the impulse of Thy love. 

Take my feet ; and let them be 
Swift and * beautiful ' for Thee. 

Take my voice ; and let me sing 
Always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips ; and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

Take my silver and my gold ; 
Not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect ; and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will, and make it Thine ; 
It shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart ; it is Thine own ; 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love ; my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take my self ; and I will be 
Ever, only^ ALL for Thee." 

— Frances R. Havergal. 
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IX. 
EVERLASTING CONSOLATION. 

PVERLASTING CONSOLATION! 
What a resting-place is here for the 
anxious, troubled heart ! What a sweet 
thought for the children of Zion ! Seasons 
of sorrow, and loss, and hardship come 
from time to time and try our faith. The 
stormy deep engulfs vessels small and 
great. The wreck chart for each year tells 
its sad tale of life sacrificed and cargoes 
lost. Many a home loses its stay. Hard 
times, broken banks, bankruptcies, failing 
crops, and what not, bring many a one to 
the brink of poverty and want. Coming 
years will have their troubles also. In 
many quarters the horizon looks dark and 
lowering. Perhaps to some reader the 
heaviest burden you have yet known may 
not be far off. But if God be your refuge 
and strength, and the name of Christ be 
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your stay, you need not fear. The God of 
all power and might, the faithful God, the 
God of Providence, and the God of peace 
— He is on your side ; and if God be for 
you, who can be against you ? You have 
" everlasting consolation." " Now our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself, and God, even our 
Father, which hath loved us, and hath given 

us EVERLASTING CONSOLATION and gOod 

hope through grace, comfort your hearts, 
and stablish you in every good word and 
work" (2 Thess. ii. 16, 17). 

" Everlasting consolation ! " Whence 
does it arise ? In a world so full of trouble, 
whence can come comfort and hope and 
peace that can never end ? It is the fruit 
of everlasting love. It flows down to us 
from the heart of God. It is the gift of 
Him who is " the Father of mercy and the 
God of all comfort," who "comforteth those 
that are cast down," who hath promised 
that as ** one whom his mother comforteth," 
so will He comfort His people. God loves 
to comfort those who trust in Him. He 
bids His ministers ** speak comfortably to 
Jerusalem." He has given His Word, that 
we "through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope." So He gives 
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" everlasting consolation." In His tender 
mercy He marks every sorrow that weighs 
upon the heart He can see the conscience 
wearied with the burden of guilt, and the 
mind oppressed by life's cares, and the 
spirit broken and dejected by bereavement, 
or poverty, or disappointment. He sees it 
all. " He despiseth not the sighing of a 
contrite heart, nor the desire of such as be 
sorrowful ; " and so He provides Heavenly 
consolation to cheer, and refresh, and up- 
hold us. It all springs from His fatherly 
love. In His everlasting love He gave for 
us His Well-Beloved. In love He hath 
drawn us to Himself. In love He numbers 
us with His own children. In love He 
opens wide His hand, and gives us everlast- 
ing consolation. 

" Everlasting consolation ! " In what 
does it consist? Who shall utter it } Who 
shall tell out the countless streams of joy 
which our Father hath provided to gladden 
the hearts of His children ? Eternity alone 
can reveal, yet will never exhaust the glo- 
rious theme. Ages and ages will roll 
by, yet will there be "more to follow;" 
more manifestations of God's love ; more 
cause for rejoicing in all that He provides 
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for us. But though as yet we know but 
little, let me endeavour to touch on six 
unspeakable benefits bestowed upon us in 
the Gospel, each one of which will furnish 
matter for praise and thanksgiving through- 
out our earthly pilgrimage, and for ever- 
more in the kingdom of our Father. 

I. We have in Christ an unalterable, abid- 
ing justification. Sin, unworthiness, failure 
of every kind, neglect, shortcoming, back- 
sliding, we have continually to confess 
with shame and sorrow before God; but 
in Christ we stand justified and accepted 
evermore. He hath made with us a blessed 
exchange. He hath taken our sin and 
given us His righteousness ; for guilt and 
iniquity was laid at His door and borne by 
Him on the cross, and His merit and worth 
was reckoned to us as if it were our own. 
Hence, before God a believer stands as if 
he had never sinned ; nay, more, right- 
eous and well-pleasing to the Father as 
His only-begotten Son. " There is there- 
fore now no condemnation to them that are 
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh 
but after the Spirit" (Rom. viii. i). "By 
Him all that believe are justified from all 
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things from which they could not be 
justified by the law of Moses" (Acts 
xiii. 39). What a spring of joy is here ! 
What an antidote to a troubled con- 
science ! What a blessed help in trusting 
God and in serving Him gladly ! To be 
freely, perfectly justified, to be clear from 
every charge of transgression, to have 
** nothing but love between God and the 
soul," is the beginning of Heaven upon 
earth. 

W. An unfettered access to the mercy -seat. 
When justified, there is no barrier in our 
approach to the throne of grace. The veil 
is rent, and the way into the holiest lies 
open to the least of the household of grace. 
By the blood of Christ we have boldness to 
draw near. By Him as our Advocate and 
High Priest we may come and pour out 
our hearts before God. It is reckoned a 
privilege to have constant access to an 
earthly sovereign, to have the run of the 
palace, to be able to go and ask a favour 
at any time of a King, Queen, or Emperor. 
But the Christian has a right of access to 
the Great King who rules both heaven 
and earth. He can go to Him as a little 
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child. He can go with the fullest assur- 
ance that every request shall be answered 
" in kind or in kindness." The least sigh 
of a broken heart, the least breathing of a 
troubled spirit, reaches a Father's ear, and 
He is ever more ready to hear than we to 
pray, and is wont to give more than we 
desire or deserve. 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear I 

What a privilege to carry 

Everything to God in prayer ! 

HI. The unfailing promises of a God of 
truth. Look at those ten thousand lamps 
hanging out from beneath the canopy of 
heaven. Look at those glorious stars shin- 
ing out so brightly in the firmament. But 
what are these compared to the number- 
less promises shining out so clearly in the 
sky of revealed truth ? We have " exceed- 
ing great and precious promises." They 
are all sure, "Yea and Amen in Christ 
Jesus." They bear the signature of Him 
that cannot lie, and " with whom there is 
no variableness nor shadow of turning.*' 
They concern the past, the present, and 
the future. They remind us that all that 
is past is freely forgiven, that for the pre- 
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sent every need shall be met, and that in 
the future nothing shall separate us from 
God's love. 

There is not a fear we can cherish, a 
doubt that may trouble or perplex, a temp- 
tation that may beset us, but in the pro- 
mise there is an answer of peace. Read 
but a few of them. " I the Lord thy God 
will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, 
Fear not ; I will help thee." " They that 
fear the Lord shall not want any good 
thing." " He that spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us 
all things } " " My grace is sufficient for 
thee, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness." Study these promises. It is 
said that there are no less than thirty thou- 
sand of them scattered through the pages 
of Holy Scripture. By the aid of God's 
good Spirit ponder them, live upon them, 
delight yourself in them, and you will 
never lack the comfort you require. 

IV. The unshaken seairity of GocTs pro- 
tecting care. When the English army were 
in the Peninsula, Wellington was most 
anxious to provide for them a sure retreat 
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in case of peril, so he provided for them 
the three lines of defence at Torres Vedras. 
Altogether there were fifty-nine miles of 
fortified heights, mounted by about six 
hundred guns, and here the British army 
was safely shielded, so that their adver- 
saries could not reach them. What lines 
of defence hath the Almighty Jehovah 
provided as a shelter and fortress for His 
people ! His counsel and purpose, which 
never can be overthrown; His presence 
and the omnipotence of His arm ; His 
solemn oath, confirming every promise 
which He has made. What a defence is 
here ! Never need the child of God be 
afraid. 

** If God be for us, who can be against 
us ? " Is it true that we have many against 
us ? Is it true that foes and enemies and 
slanderers would injure us if they could? 
Is it true that human tempters, flatterers, 
and enticers would turn our feet into for- 
bidden paths ? Is it the great adversary 
who sorely attacks our souls ? Is it that 
armies of troubles, cares, difficulties, home 
discomforts, short trade, bad debts — it 
may be twenty or thirty things on which 
you could put your finger, — are ever 
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against you ? Is it your own sinful self, 
your own naughty heart, that is always 
making you go wrong, and bringing you 
into distress ? Look at and survey them 
all ; look at them in all their craft, violence, 
power; and then over against them set 
one name — GOD, OUR GoD, His arm, His 
strength, His wisdom. His unfailing re- 
sources ; myriads of angels at His bidding 
to uphold ; ways of deliverance that He 
can provide when to your eye there is no 
possible means of escape ; rest here, and 
^lory in sure and blessed confidence of 
God's protection. 

My God, with me in every place, 
Firmly doth the promise stand ; 

On land or sea, with present grace. 
Still to aid us, near at hand. 

If you ask, •• Who is with thee ?" 
God is here — my God is with me. 

V. The unchanging friendship of the Lord 
Jesus. ** There is a Friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother." This friend is 
Jesus, and He never fails those who lean 
on Him. He is ever with them ; by night 
and by day, on the mount and in the val- 
ley, at home and abroad. He is ever near 
at hand, always within call, so that no look 
of distress nor cry for aid is disregarded. 
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He is always kind — kinder than the kind- 
est; forbearing and forgiving. A widow 
was once telling her trouble to a clergy- 
man : " I have only one brother left to care 
for me, and his heart has grown cold to- 
wards me, and he will help me no more." 
But there is One whose heart never grows 
cold ; who, loving once, will love for ever. 
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever." He never fails to help. 
In darkest hours He comes to cheer the 
fainting heart. One who had been left all 
alone in the world, bereaved of those who 
had been her stay, could say, "When I go 
to rest at night, the Saviour comes so near 
to me that it seems as if He were walking 
upstairs by my side." Here is the sweetest 
consolation it is possible to enjoy this side 
the grave. When the north wind of adver- 
sity blows, when the bitter east wind of de- 
solation or disappointment chills the heart, 
then lean on the Best Friend, the Brother, 
the Bridegroom of the soul. Trust His 
kindness and His help, and think of Him 
as always by you. And here the very 
Comforter, the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of 
Jesus, will assist you. He will manifest 
Christ to you, and make His presence a 
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felt reality ; so that He shall indeed be to 
you nearer than the nearest, dearer than 
the dearest ; a shelter from every stormy 
blast, and an unfailing habitation in a 
changing, dying world. 

VI. The unclouded glory of the Celestial 
City, Now we have Christ with us ; then 
we shall go and dwell with Him, to behold 
His glory, and never more to go out from 
His presence. All tears wiped away, all 
cares and fears hushed to rest on His 
bosom, all life's sorrows and sufferings left 
behind, disease and death no more known 
— what this will be after our life of trial 
here who can tell } 

All joys meet here. There will be the 
joy of perfect deliverance from former ills. 
If Israel rejoiced standing on the borders 
of the Red Sea, and seeing the enemy dead 
on the shore, what will be the joy of the 
Christian in bidding an everlasting farewell 
to every sin, sorrow, and temptation? There 
will be the joy of reunion. Great is often 
the joy of welcoming home a long-absent 
husband, a brother, or friend, but what will 
the joy hereafter be of meeting again those 
who have fallen asleep in Christ, once 
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dearly loved, but long parted from us ? 
There will be the joy of the Master's ap- 
proval. To serve Him has been the desire 
of the heart now ; what will it be to hear 
from His lips the words, "Well done, good 
and faithful servant ! " 

There will be the joy of harvest. The 
sheaves will be gathered in. All faithful 
toil, all believing intercessions, all cheerful 
gifts and hearty efforts in the Lord's ser- 
vice, will have their reward in souls saved, 
in manifest fruit to the praise and glory of 
God. 

We may catch some glimpses of the joy 
of that day, but it lies far beyond our 
thoughts. It is true of a believer's joy 
now, but much more hereafter, ** Eye hath 
not seen, neither hath ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man the 
things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him." 

" Everlasting consolation ! " What va- 
rious streams meet to fill to overflowing 
the river of God's pleasures — for a season 
here, then above at the Father's right 
hand ! Shall it be yours } Is it yours to- 
day .^ Is your name written in the Book 
of Life } Is the record of your sins for 
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ever blotted out through the blood of the 
Lamb? Is the image and the mind of 
Christ the object you truly seek ? Is there 
in your heart a true love to the Saviour's 
name ? Are you confessing Him before 
men by a holy life, and by your zeal in 
advancing His kingdom ? Remember, it 
is written, "If any man have not the spirit 
of Christ, he is none of His ;" '* He that is 
not with Me is against Me ; " " If any man 
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
Anathema Maranatha," Le,y accursed at the 
Lord's coming. 

" Everlasting consolation!" Is it yours? 
Have you a good hope through grace ? 
Have you eternal life through faith in 
Christ ? If not, what is the alternative ? 

If you are yet without Christ, unpar- 
doned, living in the world, and for the 
world, and like the world, to what must it 
lead ? Is it not this — EVERLASTING CON- 
DEMNATION ? One or other must be yours 

— Everlasting Consolation in Christ, 

or out of Christ EVERLASTING CONDEM- 
NATION. Which will it be ? Judge your 
own self. Let there be no uncertainty. If 
you have never before come to the Saviour, 
come to Him now, and yield up yourself 
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to his care and keeping. Cast yourself on 
His free mercy, and give your heart and 
life to Him for evermore. 

Return, and come to God, 

Cast all your sins away ; 
Seek ye the Saviour's cleansing blood. 

Repent ! believe ! obey I 



THE END. 
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